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S m, 

ALTHOUGH It was againft aiyknow* 
, ledge or advice, that yo\i entered into 
holy orders under tKe pcefent difpofitions of 
mankiiid towards the churchy yet flnoe it is 
now fuppofed too late to recede, -{nt leaft ac- 
corcllng to. the general ipraflice and opinion) 
I cannot Forbear offering mv thoughts to you 
upon this new condition of life you are en« 
gaged in. 

I could heaitily wifii, that the circumftances 
of your Fortune had enabled you to have con- ' 
^n\ied Tome years longer in the uni^erfityy 
B at 

♦ This ought to be resd by all the young clergy- « 
men in the three kingdoms, and may be read witk. 
pleafure and advantage by the oldeft aad moft exem* 
pbiy divines. Orrtryu .^^r'"'^^ 
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at leaft till you were ten years ftandiag ; t»* 

bave Uid ui...a conmtent ftQck q£ humait! 

learnings and fome Knowle<lge- i|^ divinity,. 

before you attempted to appear in the worlcl : 

for I cannot but hment mc common courfe^ 

which at leaft nin#Mi fen of thofe, who enter 

kito the minillry, are obliged to run. Wheiv 

th^y bav&talion^ a de^^ and aw cosiefiieiiN 

' ly grown a burden to their friends^ who now 

think themfeWes Iblly difchargedy they get 

into ordeni m foon a» they ean, (upon whiclr 

I (hall make no remarks) firil follick a rea- 

derfhip, aMt f^thej B^.^er^ fortuna^et 9r« 

me in time to a'*curacy hiere in town,, or elic 

are ient to be aillftants in the country, where 

Ihey probably coiuintM fisyeral years (man/ 

of diem their whole-lives) with thirty or fort)r 

Bounds a ye^ir for their Cupport i tUlfome bi- 

mob, who happens to be not over-ftocked 

Vim rdadons, or attached to favovrites^ or 

ii content to ftippiy his dtocefe widiout colo- 

iftes from Bngla^ttdy beftows upon them ibme 

2conitder^b)e benefice, when it is oddit they 
e already incumbered with a nvmerOus fa- 
mily*. 1 would be glad to know, what inter* 
v^ ofXxh, fiicfh penons can poflibly fet apart 
fox the improyement gf theirmind^ ; or whichF 
way they conM be forjufiied with books, the 
Kforary they brought inath them from their 
college being ufuftfiyiiot the moft numerous^, 
or judicioufly chofen. If fuch gentlemen ar- 
rive to be great fcholarsi it muft, I think,, 
be either by means fupefnatural, or by a me- 
thod altog;ethec outof i^n^ isoad yetknawn to^ 

tht; 
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the leamed. But I conceive the faft dire^ly 
etherwire> and that many of thenr lofe the 
peateil |>ai-t of the fnudl pittance they receiv- 
ed at the univerfity. 

I take it for granted, that you Intend to 
^rfue the beaten track, and are already de- 
iSrous to be Teen in a pulpit ; only X hope you 
wilt think it proper to pafs your quurentine 
a|mong {bme of the defblate churches five miles 
loimd this town, where you may at lead leani 
to rrad and to J}eai^ liefore you venture to 
cxpofe your parts in a city- congregation ; not 
t|iat theffr are better judges, but becaufe, if a 
man nuiil needs expofe his follyi it is more 
^e and dtfcreet to do fo before few witnefles, 
and in a fcattered neighbourhood. And you 
will do well, if you can prevail upon fome 
intimate and )udicious friend to be your con- 
tfant hearer, and allow hiiti, with the utmoft 
lieedomy to give you notice of whatever he 
Ihall find amifs either in your voice or gef- 
turc i for want of which early warning many 
clergymen continue dcfeftive, and fometimcs 
ridiculous, to the end of their lives. Neither 
is itrare to obierve, among excellent and iearn- 
cd divines, a certain ungradous manner, or 
ta unhappy tone of voice, which they never 
kave been able to (hake off. 

I could likewife have been glad, if you had 
applied yourfelf a little more to the ftudy of 
the Engiijb language, than I fear you have ' 
doncj^ the negleil whereof is one ot the moi\ 

feneral defefts among the fcholars of this 
ingdom, who frem not to have the lead con> 
B 4 - eeption 
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ceptlon of a ftyle^ but run on in a flat kio<l 
of phrafeology^ . often mingk4 with bai*ba» 
reus terms and exprefTions, peculiar to the 
nation : neither do I perceive that any perfon 
cither finds or acknowledges his wants upon 
this head, jor. in the leaft defires to have them 
fupplied,. Proper words in proper places make 
the true definition of a ftyle.' But this woul4 
require too ample a dilpofitioh to be now 
dwelt on : however, I (hall venture to name 
one or two faults, which are eafy to be reme- 
died with a very fmall porjiion of abilities. 

The firft is the frequent ufe of obfcurq " f 
terras, which by the women are called bdrd ". 
nvords, and by the better fort of vulgar fins [ 
language ; than which I do not know a more 
univerfal, inexcufable, and unneceflaiy mif. 
take among the clergy of all diftin£lions, but / 
cfpccially the younger praftitionefs. I have ' 
been curious enough to take a lift of feveral 
hundred words in a fermon of a new begin- ^. 
tier, which not one of his hearers among an * ' 
hundred could pofiibly underftand; neither >' ; 
can I eafily call to mind any clergyman of r 
my own acquaintance, who is wholly exempt *j^ 
from this error, although many of them agree Y\ 
with me in the diflike of the thing. But I 4 
am apt to put mylelf in the place of the vul- k-> 
gar, and think many words difhcult or ol>- *! 
fcure, which the preacher will not allow to •y 
be fo, becaufe thofe words are obvious to {1 
fcholars. I believe the method obferved by l^ 
the famous lord Falkland^ in fome of his writ- >*J 
ings, would not b^ an ill one for young di- /j 

vinetJ 'U 
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vines : I was aiTured bv an old perfun of qna- 
lity, who knew him well, that, when he doubt* 
cd whether a word were perfe£lly intelligible or 
siOy he ufed to confult one of his lady's cham* 
1)ennaidsy (not the waitingwoman, becaufe 
it wa& poiTible ^e might be converfant in ro- 
mances) and by her judgment was guided 
whether to receive or rejefl it. Apd, if that 
srea^ p^rfon thought fuch a caution necefTary 
an treatifes offered to the learned world, it will 
be fure at leaft as proper in fermons, where 
the meaneft hearer is Aippofed to be concern- 
ed! si^d where very often a lady^s chamber- 
maid may be allowed to equal half the con- 
gregation, both as to quality and underftand- 
mg. But I know not how it comes to pafs^ 
that profeflbis in moft arts and fciences are 
generally the worft qualified to explain their 
meanings to thofe who are not of tnelr tribe : 
a, common farmer (hall make you underftand 
in three ^ords, that bis foot is out of joints or. 
Hs collar 'bon£ broktn } wherein Afurgeon, af* 
ter a hundred terms of art, if you are not a 
fcholar,. /hall leave you to feek. It is fre* 
quently the fame, cafe in law,^ phyiiCy and 
even many of the meaner arts. 

And upon this account it is, .that among 
hard iKords I number likewiife tiiofe, which 
are peculiaA'.to divinity as it is a fcience, be* 
caufc I have obferved feveral clergymen, o- 
therwife little fond of obfcure terms, yet in 
their fermons very liberal of thofe whicn they 
find in ecclefiaftical writers, as if it were our 
duty to underftand them^ which I am fure it 
B 5 IS 
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is not. And I defy the gi«*t«ft divtn* t^ 
produce any Inw either of God or toMi, -wfaid^ 
obligee me to compi^ehend ttie fneani|)g <£ 
omntfcienct^ emmfrefincej nlAqaity, attrilm% 
beatific *vi/hftf with a thoufand othcrt fo fre^ 
quent in pulpits^ any more than that of €x- 
tentficy idiojjncretfy^ ntttfyy 2tf»d the like. I 
believe I may renturc to infiR Further, thttt 
many terms wftd in holy vrrit, particwlarlf 
bv St. Pauiy might with mtsre ^ifcretton bp 
changed into plainer (peech, except When ihejr 
SLrd introduced as part of a quotation. 

I am the more eameft in this matter, be* 
caufe it is a^general complaint, and the jufteft 
in the world. For a divine hath nothing t4 
lay to the vnfeft congregation of any parifk . 
in this kingdom, vrhich he may not expreft 
in a manner to be underftood by the meaneft 
jamong them. And this a'fiemon «rafi bt 
true, or elfe God requires from tis more ^hafi 
we are able to perform. However, not t9 
<ontend whether a logician rtiight poffibly pot 
a cafe that would ferve far an exception, I 
will appeal to any man of lettci-s, whether «t 
leaft nineteeiT in twenty of thofe perplexing 
woi-ds might not be changed into ealyones* 
fuch as naturally firft occur to ordinary men, 
and probably did fo at iirft to thofe vtij gen- 
tlemen, who are fo fond of the fomter. 

We are often reproved by divines from^ 
pulpits on account of our ignorance in thlnga 
fkcred, and perhaps with juftice inought . 
Jiowcver, it is not very reafonable for thepi 
fo expe6^, that common men Jhould underftan4 
^ cxpref « 
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^KprefCons, vrhidi M never madd vfe of in 
ei^fMH tjfe. Iffo gcntleinafi thinks it fafe or 
pnideftt to fend a ierviint with a mefTage, witli-^ 
otit repeating it more than once, and endea- 
vouring ^o put It into terms brought down to. 
the caj^adity of the bearer : yet| after all this 
•care, it is frequent for fervants to ihillake, 
and ipmetinies occaiion mifunderftandings a* 
lAong friends. Although the commoh d«- 
tneftics fn fomegentlemensfamtlies have more 
opportunities ot improving their minds, ihaai 
tic ordinary fort ot ftadefmen. 

It is u&ial for clergymen, wlio are taxel 
'With tMs learned def^, to qiiote Dr. Tillof' 
fOHg and other famotti >^ivines, in their de- . 
fence, without coniidti^g the dyTeronce be- 
tween elat>orate dilcoutfes upon impoitant oc- 
caiionsy de^vered to pHnces or parliaments, 
^tten with a View' df being made pu'blic, 
and a ^lain f^rmon intended for the middle or ^ 
lower 'fize rf people. Keither do they feom,* 
<to remembe;- tne tilaAy alterations, additions, 
and expungings made by great authors, in 
<hofe treatifcs which they prepare for ^ 
f)ublic. Befides, that excellent prelate above-: 
mentioned was known to preach after a mucb 
more popular manner in the oity-congrcgati- 
omi and if in tbofe paits of his work&he be 
any whoctt 4x)o dbfcure for the imderftandings 
ef ftaany, who may be Aippofed to have bem 
his hearers, h ought to be nunibered among 
his omiiHons. 

The fear of being thought pedants hath 

htm of penddous confequence to young di-' 

B 4 vinet; 
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lunes. This hath wholly taken many of them, 
off from their fcverer ftudies in the univerfi- 
ty 5 which- they have exchanged for pliys, 
poems,* and' pamphlets^ in order to qualify 
them for tea-tables and' coffee-h^oufes. This- 
they ufually call polite confVsrfiUtvn^, kntmvin^ 
the 'worldi and' reading nisn injead of. Bboks^ 
Theft accompUftiments,, when applied in the 
pulpit, appear by a quaint, terfe, ^orid ffyle^. 
rounded into peiiods and' cadencies,, com- 
monly without either propriety or meaning., 
rhave liftenedwith my utmoft attention, foe. 
half an ho»r, to an orator of this fpecies, with-' 
out being able to undeiftand,. much Icfs tct 
cairry away one (ingU fentenee out of a' whole, 
fermon. Others to ftiew that their ' ftudi^s^ 
Have not Been cor. fined^ ^o fbiences,. or ancient 
authors, will talk in the flyle of a gaming. 
oVdinaiy, and • Jflfite Biers,, when I fuppola, 
the hearers can he little edified by the terms 
ef palmmgf Jbufflingi biting, bamboo%li?tgt and. 
die likej if they have not been fometiines. 

coa- 

•^ The flylc of W%ite Friers was that of iKarpcrs, 
1)t^He5> and other fugitives from the law. Thi»> 
])tedn^ in 1609 obtaioed from king J^tfrnn a char- * 
ter of exemption from parish, waid, and city offices^ 
except in ^e militia: being pofieiled thereof, the- 
inhabitants claimed afterwards a power and right to- 
ptoX£€t the peribns of debtors, whereby the place be- 
came filled with la^vlefi refugees of all forts, who« 
grew to fuck a heighthof wickednefs and impudence,, 
that it was found neqefiary in King^ /f?//mjv's time^ 
bjr a,€t of parliament,, to fuppreft and bring them, ta^ 
iufe'ce. 
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Gonwfant among pickpockets and iharp^ 
crs. And truly^ as they fay, a man is knowQ 
by bis company, io it (hould feem, that a 
inan''s company may be known by hi^ man- 
ner of exprefllng himfelf, either ip pvbUc af- 
iemblics or private converfation. 

Jt would be endiefs to run over the feveral 
defers of ftyle among us : I (hall therefore 
fay nothiog of the fman and. the pauitry^ 
(which are ufually attended by tht fyfiian} 
mvch Icfs of the Jlo*uinlj or indecent^ Two 
things I.will juft warn you againft-: the firft. 
is, the frequency pf dat unnece^Tary epithets $. 
and the other is, the folly of ufing old thread- 
bare phraiiea, which will often make you go' 
oat of yotir w>y to find and apply them, .^^re 
naufeousto rational hearers, afic)'wiU reld<im 
exprefs your meaning as well as your^ owa 
natural words. • ' 

Although^ as I have already pb£erv^d, ous 
Englijb tongue it too little cultivated in this 
kingdom, yet the faults* are nine in ten ow- 
ing to afFe^ation^- and not to the want of un- 
derftanding. When, a man's thoughts arf 
clear, the propereft words will generally offer 
theniielves firit, «and his own judgir^cfit will 
dire£i him in what order to place th^m,; io i% 
they may be beift underdopd. Where men 
err againfl this method, it is ufuaUy, on pur- 
pofe, and to (hew their learning,-* their ora^ 
tory, -their ppiitenefs, or their knowledge of 
the world, ^n fhprr, that fimplicity, with- 
out which DO huti^iaD performance' c^n arrive 



fo tny gretit perfe£)!icn, it no vrhere mpr^ 
fnuneAtly ufeftil than in this* 

I have l>eeD coniidering that part of 6ra« 
totjf which relates to the moving of the paf- 
jions I this I obferve is in efteem and pradkr 
among feme chiu'ch-dirines, bs well as among 
all the preachers anct hearera of the fanatit or 
fnthufiaftic ftraib. I will here deliver to you 
(perhaps with more freedom than prudence) 
toy opinion tkpon the point. 

The two great oi-ators cfOftiif and Rme^ 
pemoflhetfes and Citero^ though eaeh of them 
k leader (or, as the GreBk^ called it^ a demM-- 
gogue) in a popular ftate, yet feem to difier 
In their pra^ice upon this branch of their 
art t^th^ rormer, who had to deal with a peo-^ 
pie oi much more politehef^, Earning, an4 
Ifit, laid the greateft weight of hia oratory 
|ipon the ftrength of hta arguments offered td 
their undervaluing and reafon : wheneaa 
9WfK tonffdered the difpofttions of a fmcerey 
lAore ignofant^ and le(s mercurial nation^ 
by dvtrelHng timoft intirely on the pathetio 
part. 

^ But the principal thing to be tiememberied 
iSy that the conftsnt defign of botli theft ora* 
tors in all their (peechcs was to drive fome one 
Jiarticular point, either the cdndetiinattoii o^ 
acquittal of an accUfed perfon, a periuafive to 
isvar, the enforcinjg of a law,, and tlie liket 
iiri^hich was determined upon the fpot, accord** 
jng as the orators on either fide- prevailed, 
And here it was often found of abfdote ne« 
ceiiity to inflame or cool the pafTions of tbo 

audience; 
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mtxdience $ efpecially KonUi ^^tvtTtOiy fpcdw, " 
amd with wnofe vmtiiigs ydudg divims (I 
loean thofe among them who read old atithort) 
ai'c more convcriant thaft wkh thofcof^r- 
4ndfibenes^ who by maity degrees excelled the' 
other, at leaft as an orator. But I do not 
fee how this talent of mov'm? the paiTtons ean 
be of any great u(e towards dire6Hng chriftian 
men in the conduct of their lives, * at leaft in 
thefe Mr/i&^r» cHmateSy where I am confident 
the ftrongeft eloquence cf that lindwillle^e 
few imprefixons upon any of our ipirit% deep 
enough to laft till the next morning, or rather 
to the next meal. 

But what hath chiefly put me. out of coii^ 
ceit with this moving manner of preaching, 
is the frequent difappointment it me^S with. 
I know -a gentleman, who mack it a rule in 
reading, to ikip pver all fentences wheiie h« 
fpied ft note of admiration it the end. I be- 
l*re thofc preachers, who abound in f ^- 
^/rnwaV, if they looked about them, would 
find one part or their coi^gi'egation out of 
couAtenaiKe, and the other afleep, except 
B 6 perhaps 

\. 

* Thik dUTuafiTe sgainft in attempt to move the 
pilfions, is not intended to cenfare thofe difcourfes, hj 
which hefe and fear are excised- by an exhibition of • 
their proper o1;je£t8 in proper itongua^e ; bot that 
cMid only, by which hypocrite^ affe£t to be raelccd 
into tears, fee p« 19. • 

t Bpipbomm is a figurein rheioric, .fijsnif^ing a. 
ientejftiovs kind of exclAmatioo« 
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primps an old female beggar or two in the: 
jftes, who (if they be iincere)- may probably 
groan at the found. 

Nor is it a wonder,, that this expedient 
ihould fo often mijp;ariy^ which requires fo 
much art and genius to arrive at any per- 
fection in it ;. as every man will find, much, 
fooner than kasn, by confulting Cicero hinu- 
fclf. 

I therefore intieat you to make ufe'of this 
faeulty (if you be ever fo unfortunate as to 
think you have it} as feldom, and with as 
much- caution as you can, elfe I may probably 
Kave occafion to fay of you, as a great perfoa 
faid of another upon this very fubjea. A 
lady aiked him, coming out of church,, 
w.hethev it were not a very moving difcourfe ?. 
jeSf faid he^ / *was extremely forr^, fir the 
matt if my friend. 

If in company you offer fomething for » 
Teft, and no<«body feconds you in your ownt 
laughter, or feems to reliih what you faid^ 
you may ^condemn their tafte, if you pleafe^ 
and 84>peal to< better judgments; but, in the. 
mean time, 'it muft be agi*eed, you make a 
veiy indifferent figure : and it is, at lead, 
equally ridiculous to be difappointed in en- 
deavouring to make other folks grieve, as to 
make them laugh* 

A plain convincing reafon may pcfRbly 
operate upon the. mind, both of a learned and 
ignorant >hearei' as long as they live, and wilL 
edify a thou(and times more than the art of 

wettingr 
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^tttiagtke handkerchiefs oC a whole congte* . 
gatioD, if you were fi)re to attain it. 

If your argum^ts be ftrong, in God^s 
iVime offer them in M noving a manner a9 
the nature of the fubje^ will properly admit,, 
wherein reafon aaid good advice will be. your 
fafeft guides ; but ^wiire of letting the pa- 
thetic part fwallow up the rational : for I 
fuBpofe .pbilqfophfrs have long, agreed, that 
paflion fliould never prevail oyer reafon. 

As I take iti the two principal branches of 
preaching are, firft to teU the people what is 
their duty, and then to conviAce them that it « 
is fo. The topics for both thefe,, we knbw^. 
' iure brought homjcripjturi and reafon- Opoi?^. 
the fonser, I wjih it were often, pra^iicd' 
to inftruA the hearers in the limitst extent, 
smd compafs of every duty f which re«[uires », 
good deal of (kill andjud^ent: the other, 
branch is,. I think, .not fo difllcuh. But 
what I would offer upon both, is this, that 
k feems to b# in the power of a reaCbnable- 
clergyman, if he will be at the pains, to make- 
die moft ignoraist.m^n comprehend what is 
his duty, and to convince hmiby arguments- 
drawn to the level of his underftanding, that 
he ought to perfonn it. . 

But I muft remember that my defign, in 
this paper, was not fo much to inftiti^ ypu 
in your buiinefs other as a clergyman, or a 
preacher, as. to warnyouagainft iome mift^ikcs^^ 
whUrh are obvious to the generality of man* . 
kind, as well as to me ^ and ,we, who are 
kcasers^ may be alkvfed t« have (bme op^r* 

tunities. 
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tttiiities id ^ ({UiHtf of btln^ Aandtft-bf • * 
Only, pei'haps, I MMy ncfw tran^rers by <<«« ; 
iiring^ you to exf»mfs the heads of your dm- 
fiotis in at f«w Md efear wor^ft a* you poiiiMy 
can } otherwil«, I «md many tHottrand otien 
will }iev^' be abk m retain theniy nor con* ' 
feqtiently to caity ttw«y a (yUaferle of the 
fcrmoli. 

I ihail now meation a paitiailar, whereia 
your whole body wiU becoAxUnly ag^ftittie, 
and the laity, almot to a man^ on my fide. 
B6««ver it came about^ I cannot get over 
the fHrejudiee of taking Ibme little <!|pence tt 
the clergy £ot perpetually i^cadin^ their fer* 
monsj perhape my frequent heanng of fo*- 
reigners, wiio never tnake uib of notes, may 
h«<ns added .to my dti|fitft. Andf I cannot 
but fhinki that whaterer is read, differs at- 
much from what is repeated whhout book, 
as a copy does from an original; At the 
fame time I am highly. (hnfiUe, what an ex-' 
treme diffieuity it wacdd be upon you to alter- 
this method j and that, in fuck a cafe, your* 
fermotis would be much 1^ valuable than 
they are, for want «f timo to impinnre and 
0t}Wt6k them. I would theri^ore gladly come 
to a compromife with y«)U in this matter. I 
knew a cWi'gyman <yf (bm« difttn6bioli, who 
appeared to deliver his fepm^n without k>dt** 
ing int6 his notes, which when Icompliraented* 
him upoA, he allKirad me, tut could not re^f 
peat fijt lines $ but his method was to write 
the whole fermdn in a large plain hand* i^ith- 
jiU the forms of tsaff,fffR$ piamgraph| marked* 
3 P»S«» 



AYOirNG CLlftOYMAN. 15 
fttgtj »ftd the lilce j ifaen, on Smkbt^ tMtn*. . 
mg, ke took care to iiih it owr 6v« or fix 
timei, which he could do m an hour ; iml 
when h€ delivered it, by pratendine to turn - 
hU face from one fiie to the other, Re woold 
(ijh his oMm' ftx^reflion) pick up the )inet» 
and cheat hit people by making them bdiev^^ 
lie had it all by bmn* He faither added, 
that, whenever be h^ippened by negl^ft to 
omit any of the(e <ircfimlfcancefi, the vogue of 
the fari/b wts^ wr doSor gave ttt Anf an in* > 
^fferem fitittin tc^iay. Now among ne many 
tjcrvyrtien a£t ib diri:5Uy eonti^y to this 
method^ that, from a habit of favingfyM^ and 
fapir which they ac<(»ifie4 at the university, 
they write in fo dtminuttve a manner, with- 
fiicli frequent biots and interlineations, that 
iktj ai« hardly able to goi»ii without ptt-petual 
htmatioos or extem^tary iKpletives : and 
I defire to know, what can ne more inex- 
cti£ible, than to fee a divine and a fcholar at 
^ lofa In reading hia own compositions, which 
it is fttppofed he has been pieparing with 
Hanch fatm and tbougbtftt the inftruaion of 
bis peop!#. The want of a little more' cars 
in this artide is the taufe of much ungracefu}' 
b^aviouf. You will obferve fome tiergv- 
mtn witi) their hea46 held tdown ftofn %ht 
beginning to the end, within an inch of the 
obfhion, to read what is hardly legible { 
whtph, befides the untoward manner, hindcri" 
tliem fnam making the btd advantageof their 
Voice t cithers ag<itn have a trick of popping 
«p and-dowia every moment from their ^/rr 
' . to 
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to the audience^ like an idle fchool-boy on a ■ 

repetitlQn dny. 

Let.me intreat you therefore to add one half 
crown a year to tne article of paper } to tranf- • 
cribe your fermons In «s large and plain a 
manner as you can ; and either make no in- , 
terlineationsi or change the whole leaf; for we, 
your hearers, would rather yon fiiould be lefs 
corre^y than peri>etually ftammeriog, which : 
I take to be one of the worft foleeifms in rh-^ 
toric* And laftly, read your fermon once or 
twice a day for a few days before you preach . 
it : to which you will probably anfwer fome 
years hence, that it ivaf hut juft finifiedf luhew 
the lafi bell rang to church s and I (hall readily 
believe, but not excufe you. 

I cannot forbear yrarning you in the noft 
earned manner, againft endeavouring at wit 
in your fermons, becaufei by the iU*i^eft/ 
computation, it is very neana million to one 
that you have none ^ and becaufe too many 
of your calling hftve confequently made them* 
felves everlaliingly ridiculous by att^n>pting 
it. I remember feveral young nien in this 
town, who could never leave the puipU under 
half a dozen conceits \ and this faculty ad* 
hered to thofe gentlemen a \onger or ihorter 
*time,: exa^ly in proportion to their feveral 
degreies of dulnefs : accordingly, I am told 
that fome of them retain- it to this day. X 
heartily wifli the brood were at an end. 

Before you enter into the common lanfuffe-' 
rable cant of taking all occaiipns to difpiirfl^* 
the heathei^ pbihfofiers, I hope you will diffet 

frqp^ 
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fivm fome of your brethren by firft inquiring^ 
what thofe phUofopier^ can fay for tbemielvcs. 
The fyftcm of morality, to be gathered out of 
the writings or faylngs of thofe ancient (age$» 
falls undoubtedly very fhort of thai delivered. 
in the gofpel« and' wants, befides, the dlyinie 
ian£Uon which our Saviour gave to his. What- 
ever is further related b'y the cvangelift?, con-, 
^ins chiefily! n9attei:s of.fa£l, and conre(|[uentlyr 
of faith } fuch as the birth of Chrift, his being^ 
the Mefl^ah| his niiracles^ )iis deaths refur-. 
xe£lion» aii4 afci^nuon ;. none of wMch cao^ 
properly conoe under the appellationof human 
wi(don]> being intended only to make us wife^ 
unto falvation..' And therefore in this point 
nothing can be, mftly laid to the charge ^ of 
the pbilofophers lurther than that they were 
ignorant of certain fa6ts^ whicH happened 
long after their death. But I am deceived, if a, 
better comment could be any whece colle&ed 
upon the moral part of the gofpel^. than from, 
the writings of tnbie excellent men i even that^ 
divine precept of loving our enemies is at 
lajge infifted on by ^IdtOf who puts it« as L 
remember, into the moutli of Socrates. And^ 
as to the reproach of heathenifm^ I doubt they, 
had lefs of it than the coriiipted .J'^h in. 
whofe time they lived. For it is a grofs piece' 
of ignorance among ns, to conceive, that iii 
thoie polite and learned ages even pcrfonsof 
any tolerable education, much lefs the wifeft 
philofophers, did acknowledge or worihip any> 
more than one almighty power under feveral. 
denominations, to whom they allowed all 

^ thof* 



t^o A, LETTER TO / r ^ 

ibrmeiv ^'vheA you ol&r a text ^s a proof or am 

illu^ation. we your hearers ejcpe& to be 
faudy ufedy and ibmetimes thin]L we hav« 
rcaibn to complaiq, efpecialiy of vqo yousgeci 
divines ;f which makes u« feai^ tliRt iome o£ 
yoM conceive you have no more, to d9 than t» 
tura over a. concordance, and, these baving 
found the principal word» introduce as nmch 
of the yer^V as will icrve your turn, ^o^^gh, 
in realky.U makes nothing for you. \ d<> 
sot altogether difapprove the manner of inter*-: 
weaving texts of icripture through the fiyler 
of your fermon, wherein ho^rever I have (ome-, 
times obierved ,great inftances of indifi:retloiL, 
and impioprietyy againil vrhich I tlierefoi* 
venture to give you a caution. , . 

^s to quotations from ancient fatto^ ( 
think they are heft brought ifi ta confirm ibme 
pinion controverted .by thoie who differ frook 
us : in other cafes, we give you full power to- 
adopt the Sentence for your own, radser tbaO' 
tell us, 4/ ^ Auftia eTixelkndj Bbfervet^^ 
But to mention modem writers by name, or 
ufe the phrafe of ^ late excellent prdate tf our; 
church, and the like, is altogether intolerably 
and, for what reafon I know not, makes every 
rational beared aihamed.* Of no better a ftamp 
Is your heathen philojopher, siud Jamous foei,, 
and romofi btfiflriant at leaft, in common con- 
gregation^, who will rather believe you 0% 
your own word, than on that of Plato or 
Homer, 

I have lived, to &e Greek and Latiu almoft 
ilUireJy drivea oiit of the pulpit, for whici^ 

laak 
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^. 

X am hcartoly glad. The frequent ufe of the 
latter was certainly a remnant of popery, 
«rbkhf nerer admittecl fcriptiire in the vulgar 
ctage; arii I wonder that pra^ice was 
accordingly objected to us by the faiia- 



* TSe mention of qtrotatlon^ puts me in mind 
4^ common-ptace books^ which have beeri 
Icmg in ttle by induftriotts yoong dirinesy and^ 
1 hnr, ds>H II continue fo ? I know they are 
4ttj bexkcfkbl to lawyers and phyiiciansy be- 
^axne they are colle^ions of fa^s or cafes, 
wllereupeo a great p^irt of their fereral facul- 
^c^ depend ; of thele I have feen feverat, but 
nrver yet any written by a clej'gyman ; only 
tnxa what I am infonBed, they generally are 
cxtfa^ of theological and moral fehtences, 
drawn from ecclefiaftica! and other authors, 
nA^wtA under proper heads, ufuatly begrni, 
and perhaps finiined; white the colleaors 
west young in the church, as being intended 
Ibr materials, or nurferies to ftock future fer- . 
mons. You will obferve the wife editors of 
ancient authors, when they meet a fentence 
worthy of being diftinguiihed, take fpecial 
ore to have the firft word printed * in capital 
letters, that you may not overlook it : Such, 
for example, z.%the tnconftancy of fortune ^ the 
loodnefi rfpeaee^ the excelUniy ofivifdom, the 
eirtmtj rf death j that profperity fitakes men 
Pffilent, and adverfity bumble ; and the like 
eternal truths, which every ploughman knows 
well enough, though he never hrard of Jri- 
J$tU or PUuo» If theological common place 

books 
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^ks be Qo better filkd, I think they IxiA 
better be laid afide j ajod I ccitild wifh, thJat 
Jtien of tolerable Intelle^uah would rattier 
trult the^v own natural reaibn, improved hy 
a general converfation with books, to enlaroe 
on a point, which they are fup|>9fed already 
to iipdfir0:and; If a rational man reads am 
excellent author wfth >vft application, he fliall 
iiad hunfeif extretnely inftproved, and, ^^- 
ttaps, inienfibly led to imitate that author'** 
perfe£lioiis, ahWugh in a little umehe &o«il(^ 
not remember one word rn the book, nor ^vejn 
the fikbje^ it bandied : for books give tkfi. 
i^me lurn to oar thoughts and wav of reaibn- 
iug, that good and ill company does to our 
behaviour and converiation { without ehher 
loading oitr i»emorie8» or making us even fcR-^ 
fible of t;he change* And particularly I bam 
obierved in pre^iching, that no men fucceedL 
better than thoCe^ vvbo tiurft intirely to the 
^ck or fund of their own reafon, advancedi 
Hideed, but not overlaid by commerce witb 
hooks. Whoever only reads in order to tranf- 
cnbe wife and fiiining remarks, without en- 
tarrog into the genhis and fpirit of the.author« 
as It is probable he will make no vcrv Judici- 
ous extract fi> h^ will be apt to trail to that 
collection in alt his compo(itk>iis, and be mi^ 
led o«t of the regular way of thinkings in or- 
<Ier to introduce thofe mateiials, which he 
has been at the pains to gather : and the pro- 
duel uf all this will be found a mauifeft in-* 
coherent piece of patch- wodc^ 

Some 
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Some gentl^pien aboundiog in their unU 
▼eriity erudition are apt to fill their fermoni 
wltK philoAwhical terms said nations of thv 
metaphyiicaf or abftra^d ktnd^ wl«ck gene** 
valiv have one advantage, to be equally uq« 
derftood by the wUe, the .vulgar* and the 
preacher htrnfelf. ^ I have been better entei-^ 
tainedy and more informed by a few Paget in 
Ae pilgrim*! frogrefs, than by a long difcoQi^ 
upon Um «uau smd the«sf«iZf^ fnd Jh/^U or 
€OMfiUx idem. Others agaiQ are &nd of di- 
lating cm matter and mottomt talk of thenar* 
iuitMu cmicmtrfi qf at»m, Qi theories t ^ndfh^^ 
mmeua i dire£Hy againft tbie advice ot St^ 
/4«/si wha yet aippears to have been conver- 
Ant enough in thoie kinds of ihidies. 

I do not ^xy^^ that you are aoy where df- 
xAed in the canons or articles to attempt ex^r 
fining themyfteries of the chriilian religion.. 
And bdeed, Jince proridenee intended there 
Aould bo oi^ilesy I do not fee how it cav 
be agreeablo tf>pieij^ orthodoxy , QXgoodfeufif 
to go about fuch a work. For» to me, there 
ffema to be a manifeft dilemma in the cafe t 
\i you exdam them« they are xxyfleries no 
Wnger { it you 6nl» you have laboured to no 
purpofe. What I mould think moA reaibn-^ 
able and iafe for you to db upon this bcca* 
fion, is upon (blemn days to deliver the doff- 
trine, aa the c&urch holds it ^ and confirm it 
by fcripture. For my part, having conilder-^ 
, ad the matter impartially, I can fee no great 
roafon, which thole gentlemen, you cau the 
fivi'thiniers^Q9tk have for tlicii: clamour ^aisib 
' , ' ' geUgious. 
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f eligions myOtenei ; iince it is plain, they were 
fibt invented by the clergy, to whom they 
bring no pr6fit» nor acquire any honour. For 
every clergyman is ready, either to tell us the 
litmoll he knows, or to confefs that he does 
hot under ftand them; neither is it ftrange, 
ths^t there fhould be myfteries in divinity, as 
well as ia the commoneft opeiratiens of na- 
ture. 

And here I am at a lofs, what to fay upon 
the frequent cuftom of preaching againft atbf^ 
tfm, dfifm, free-thtnh«^, -and the like, as 
young diymes are partiailarly fond of doiRg^ 
efpeci ally when they exercife their talent m 
churches frequented by perfons of quality $ 
which, as it is but an ill compliment to the 
a\idience. To I am under fome doubt whether 
it a,nfwers the end. 

Becauib perfons under thofe imputations 
•re genendly no great frequenters of churches, 
and fo the congregation is but little edified 
for the fake of three or four fools, who are 
pafl: grace s neither do I think it any part of 
prudenet to perplex the niinds of well-difpoied 
pfeople with doubts, which probably would 
r6ver have otherwife come into then* heads. 
*|^ut I am of opinion, and dare be pofitive in 
it; that not one in a hundred of thofe, who 
pretend to be free-thinkers^ are really fo in 
their hearts. For there is one obfervation, 
which I never knew to fail, and I defire you 
will examine it in the courfe of your hfe; 
that no gentleman of a liberal education^ and 
regular in \a% morals, did ever profefs him- 
• felf 
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ftlf^free-tbinker: where then are thcfe kind 
of people to be fonn<i ? among the worft part 
of the foldiery, made tip of pages, younger 
brothers of obfcurfe Tamiiies^ and others of 
defperate fortunes : or elfe among idle toWn- 
fops, and now and then a drunken Squire of 
the country. Thtrefore, nothing can be 
plainer, than that ignorance and vice are two 
ingredients abfolutely neceflary in the com- 
pofition of thofe you geperally czilfree^tbinkerf, 
who, in propriety of fpeech, an m thinkers 
at aS, And ilnce I am in the way of it, pray 
confider one thing faither : as young as you 
are, you cannot but have already obferved, 
what a violent run there is among too many 
weak people againft unlveriity-education : be 
firmly aflfured, that the whole cry is made up 
by thofe, who were either never fent to a 
Cbllege, or through their irre|ulanties. and 
ftupidity never made the leaft improvement, 
while they were there. I have above forty or 
the latter fort now in my eye j feveral of them 
in this town, whofe learnings manners^ tern- 
perante, probity, good-nature^ and politics^ are • 
all of a piece : others of them in the country, 
opprefling their tenants, tyrannizing over the • 
neighbourhood, cheating the vicar, talking 
nonfenfe, and getting drunk at the feflions. ' 
It is from fuch feminaries as thefe^ that ihe 
world is provided with the feveral tribes and 
denominations of free-thinkers^ who, in my 
judgment, are not to be reformed by argu- 
ments offered to prove the truth of the cbrijiian 
religion, becauiib rt afoning will never make, a 
C man 
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nan conre^ an ill c^inion, which by reaiUt-* 
ing he never acquired : ; for^ in the courfe o^ 
things, men always giow vicioiiSy before they 
become unbelievers $ but if yott would onco 
convince the town or country proflt)^ate» bjr 
Htpica drawn from the view of their own gma, 
refutation^ bgaltby and ad'vsntaget their If^ 
dflitj would foon drop olT: tlu»f I confefs, it 
no eafy tafk« becauTe it is almoft» in a Uteral 
{^^^ to &gbt with beafts. Now, to make 
it ckar, that we are to look for no other orir 
ginal of this infidelity ^ whereof divines (b. 
much complain, it i» allowed on all hands* 
tliat the people of EngUmd are more corru^ 
in tlieir morals, than any other nation at thif 
day under tYiQ Juai and this coemption is ma- 
niteillY owing to other cauies both mtmeroui 
and oi<viouSf much more than to the publica* 
tion of irreligious books, which iadesd arj0 
but the confequence o£ the foni«^. For all 
the writers stgaind chriftianity» fince the rcire* 
lutiooy have been of the lowed rank araon« 
rnen in regard to literature^ *wiff and goo3 
/enfet and upon that account wholly unqua- 
lined to propagate terfjies, unlefs among 4 
people already abandoned. 

In an age, where every thing difliked by 
thoie, who think with the majority, is called 
iUfaffe^ioftf -it may perhaps be.Ul interpreted, 
when I venture to tell you, that this univer- 
fal depravation of manners is owing to tb« 
perpetual \nnd\ng o£ f anions among us, for 
thirty ycais pafled j when without weighing 
i^moU'VU^JHfiiin ^w, eoifeience, or Ac* 

nouTt 
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IRtttTy cvoy man adpifts his frintipUs to tbofe 
of the partj be hath chofen, and among whom 
he may beft find his own accoant : but, by 
feaibn of our frequent viciflluutes, tncn whp 
wetK impatient of being out of play> hatre 
been forced to recant, or at leaft to reconcile 
dieir former tenets with every new fyftem of 
adminiftration. /^^ to this, that the old 
fmdamental cuftom of annual {larliaments 
being wholly laid afidey and ele^iont grow- 
ing chargeaoley flnce gentlemen found that 
their coontiv-finits brongbt them in left thai; 
a (eat in the honfey the voters, that istejay^ th^ 
bulk of the common peo|»le* have been uni- 
mrially Mooed mtobribify^^firjmy'^ dnmkr 

Not to be £uther tedious, or rather InWr 
diouSy thefe are a few, among ocher caufesi 
which have contnbute4 tg(the ruin of oul* 
if^raJUf andconfeqventiytp the contempt of 
rir/flfipmr .* for iasagiae to yoorielf, if you pieafiri 
a landed youth, wl^ona his mother would ne«> 
ver fufier to h>ok intQ a book £or fear of (poiU 
inghis eyes, got ifito narliament, and obftrvlng 
allenemies to the clergy heard with the «it. * 
moft applauie, what notions he muft in^bibe, 
how readily he wiU jom in the cry, what an 
efteem he will conceive of himfelf, and wha| 
a contempt he muH entertain, npt only for 
his vicar at home, but for the whole order. ' 

I therefore again oondude, that the trade • 

pf fM/iddity hath been taken up only iot an 

expedient to keep in oovntenance that oniver- 

j^ cofTvpti^n of mnutis^ which many odier 

' C ^ ' cauf^* 



«S A LETTER T0 

caufes fu*ft contiibuted to introduce and tm 
cultivate. And thus Mr. Hobbies faying upon 
. reafon may be much moi-e properly applied to 
religion 2 that,, if religion tvill be agmvft a 
many .a man ofctf be a^aitifl r^ii^jon. Thou^b^ 
after all, X have heard a profligate offer much 
itronger arguments againft paying his debts^ 
than ever he was known to do againffc cbriJHar^ 
nity ; indeed, the re?.fon was, becaufe in that 
jun6lure he happened to be clofer prefTed bjT 
the bailiff than the parjsn. 

Ignorance may perhaps be the mother of 
fuprrftition, but experience hath not proved it 
to be fo of devotion i for cbriftianity always 
made, ^he moft eafy -and quicktft progrds 
in civilized countries. . I mention this, be^ 
caufe it is affirmed, that the clergy are in moft 
^credit where ignorance prevails, (and ,furely 
this kingdom WK||Uld be. called the. paradife of 
.clergymen, if that opinipil .wete true) for 
\vhich they inflance England in the times of 
p9pery. But whoever knoweth any thing of 
three or four centuries before the reformati- 
on, Will find the little leai^ning then ftirring 
.was morie equally divided between the Eng* 
lijb clergy, and laity, than it. is at prefent. 
iThere were feveral faijnous lawyers in that 
period^ whofe writings are ftill in the higheft 
repute, and fome •hiflorians and poets, who 
were not of the cburcb. Whereas now-a^^ 
days our education is fo corrupted, that you 
will hardly find a young perfon of quality 
with the.leaft tin£lure of knowledge, at the 
fame time that itoany of the clergy were never 
. . ■ more 
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inore learned or fo fcurvily treated. Here 
among tis,^ at leaft, a iqan of ktters, 6iit of 
the three profe^ons, ts almoft a prodjgy. 
And thoifi few, who have preferved any ru- 
diments of learning, iire (except perhaps one 
or two fmatterers) the clergy^s friends to a 
man : anfl I dare appeal to any clergyxnan ii( 
this kingdom, whether the greateft dutice it^ 
His parifh be not alwavs the moft proiid^ 
wicked) fraudakntj ana intraftabl« of hi^ 
flock. 

I think the clergy have almoft given over 
perplexing themf«ves and their keare«*$ wit^ 
abitrufe pojnts of predeHinatioa, ele^ion, aa4 
the like j at leaA* it is time they (hould ; and 
therefore I (hall no^ trouble yoi^ further upoi^ 
^his head. 

I have now faid all.t could think convex^ir 
cnt with relation to your condnft in die piil- 

Jut : your behaviour in the world is another 
bene, upon which I /hall readily offer yo^ 
iny diottghts, if you appear to defire thenq^ 

Irpm me by you 1^ approbation of. wW J have 
lere written 3 ifnot, X have ahread^ ir^ub^eii 
yoji^too much. . ' • ., ' ' - 

i am, Sl^, . ' 

FrUpd and Servants 
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to their virtues and fuperior genim, wfaieH 
f mboldened them in great exigencies and dtf« 
treflfes o£ Aate (wanting a reafonable infnfion 
pf this aldermanly dii'cretbn) to attempt the 
fervice of their ^ripce and country out of thi9. 
common fonns. 

This evil foitune, which generally attends 
0xtraor(Unary men in the nwnagem^nt of gi*eat 
affairs, hath been imputed to divers csttfeS| 
that need not be here let down, >ivhen fo ob^ 
vious an. one occurs \ if what a ceitain 'writer 
pblerves be trpe, that luhin '* a great genim ap-^^ 
fiors in the nvarldt the dunces are all in cmfede* 
racjf agawfi him. And if this be his fate, when 
|)e employs his talents wholly ^n hts clofet, with* 
put interfering with any man^s ambitipn or 
avarice 5 what muft he expeft, when he vcnl 
tores out to feek for preferment in a courts 
but univerfftl oppofition, when he is niottnt<9 
ing the ladder, and every hand ready to tun^ 
iiim off whe|i he is at the top } and in this 
point fortune generally a^s direftly contiaiy 
to nature ; for in natvu'e .we find». ^at bodtetf 
JFull of life and fpirit mount eafily, anii arc 
hard to fall, v^hereas heavy bodies are harq 
ta4-ife, and come down with greater velocity^ 
SB proportion to their weight \ but w|; find 
foitune eyery (laya^^ng juftaherevoisieof 
jhis. ..... 

This talent of i^/'rrv^'ffffi, aslhavedkfcribed 
ft in it^feveral adjusts and circvunflaocea,' i^ 
;* ' • "'' ■ '■' ■ ' '," ' /' K- ■«• 

fkt end of this volume. 



FATES OF CLlS^OYMEN. 33 

]io where fo ferviceable as to the cUrgy^ t»' 
whofe prefeiment nothing is (b fatd &s the 
chara^er of wit, politenefs in reading or man* 
nersy or that kind of behaviour, which we 
contra^ by havint^ too much converfed with 
perfons of high ftatton and eminency ; the(e 
qualifications being reckoned by the *VMlgar 
of aUrOnkt to be marks. of /m;!/^, which it 
the laft crime the world will pardon in a der*- 
fryman : to this I may add a free manner of 
speaking in mixt company^ and too fi-equent 
an appearance in places of much refort, whick 
are equally noxious to fpiritual promotion. * 

I have known indeed a few exceptions to 
fome part8.of thefe obfervations. I have feen 
fome of the dulled men alive aiming at wit^ 
and others with as little pretenfions affe6ling 
politenefs in manners and difcourfe ; but, ne- 
ver b^ing able to perfuade the world of their 
guilty they grew into confiderable Nations up- 
on the firm affwance, which all people had 
of their difcretfon^ becaufe they were a fize too 
low to deceive the world to their own- di fad- 
vantage. But this I confefs is a trial too dan- 
gerous often to engage in. 

There is 1 known ftory of a cUrgymajty 
who was recommended for a preferment by 
ibme great men at court to an archfoiAiop. 
* His grace faid, he had heard, that the riW*- 
gyman ufed to play vLfwbift und fiiv^bbers i 
that, as to playing now and then a fober game 
at whift for paftime^ it might be pardoned | 

but 

* Dr. Tenijon, late Archbiffaop QiCauttrh/fym 



54 ANESSAY ONTHfJ 
Init he could not digeft thofls ^ked fwobberi ] 
mjA it waft wi(h ibme pains, that inyl^ord S^ 
4Mr#r/ could undeceive him. I aik» bv wh^t 
talents we may fuppoiii that great preface af- 
€ended fo ht|^ or what (brt of auaiificationt 
lie woukiexpeft in thofe, whom he took iato 
his patronage, or would probably recommend 
to court for the government of ^osr/ cifmr" 

Two clerf^jnm >« »y memory ftopd candt- 
£ftte8 for ^ imdMfnefcbMlin Ywhfinre^ whem 
a gentleman of quality and intereft in the coua- 
tiy, who happened to have a better under* 
landing than his neighbours, procured the 
place for him who was the better fcholar, an4 
xsore gentlemanly perfon of the t^, very 
much to the regret of all the pasiih ; the other 
lieing difappointied came up to Ltmdoih where 
he became the greateft pattern of this lower 
4l^cretiWf that I have kaown, and poflefled it 
v^ith as heavy intelle^luals ; whi^h, togethcf 
vrith ^e coldneis of his temper, and mvity 
' of his deportment, carried him fafp through 
Aiany dimculties, and he lived apd died in 4 
great ftation, while his cpmpetitQr is too ob- 
jure for fame to tell us vfh&t became of 
him. 

The fpecies of difcretion, which I ib much 
^ebrate, and do xnol); heartily recommend, 
hath one advantage not yet mentioned; it will 
carry a man fafe through all the malice and 
variety of parties fo far, that, whatever faftion 
happens to be uppermoft, his claim isirfually 
aiipwed for a ihare of what is gping. And 

^ • tha 
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the timg fecms to me highly reafo.nable : for 
m all great changes the prevailing fide is ufu- 
ally £0 tempeftuous, that tt wants the ballaft 
of thofey w^bm the world calls moderate men^ 
'and I call fuen ofdifcretion\ whom people in 
power may with little ceremony load as heavy 
at diey pleafe, drive them through the hardeft 
and deepefl- roads Without danger of founder* 
lAg> or breaking their baeks, and wHi be 
iure to find them neither refty nor viciotts. 

I will here give the ready a fliort htftory of 
two cUrgwun in England^ the charadei*s of 
each, and the progrefs of their fortunes in the 
World 5 by which the force of worldly difcre* 
tion, and the bad confequtnces from the want* 
of that virtue will ftrongly appear* 

CoruJbdeSf an Oxford ftudent, and a far- 
mer> (bn^ was never abfent from prayers or 
ot lefture> nor once out of his college after 
7*091 had tolled. He fpeil^ every day ten hours • 
in his cloiet, in reading his courfes> dozing, 
cfi|>piQ^ papers, or dainlng his ftockings, 
which laft he performed to admiration. He 
cottld be foberly drunk at the expence of others 
with college ale, and at thofe feafons was al« 
ways moft devout. He wore the fame gown 
five years, without draggling or tearing. He 
never once looked into a play- book or a poem. 
He read Firgil and^ Ramus in the fame ca- 
dence, but with, a very different talle. He 
never underftoed a jeft, or had the leaft coQii* 
ceptien of wit. 

For one fayiii]g he ft^nds in renowhto ikH 
day. . Being with feme ether ftudents evef i^ 

|>o| 
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pot of ale, one of the company faid fo mauty 
pleafant things, that the reft were much di* 
verted, only Corufodes was filent and iznmov* 
ed. When they parted, he called his merry 
companion afide, and faid. Sir, 1 percei<ve ^hy 
your often Jpeaking^ and our friends laughing^ 
that jou /poke manyjefis ; and you could not but 
ebferve tnyfilence t but^ Sir^ this is my humour 5 
I never make a jeft mjfelf, nor ever laugh at an^ 
ether man's, 

Corufodes thus endowed got into holy or- 
ders, having by the moft extreme parfunony 
faved thirty-fpur pounds out of a very beggar- 
ly fellowfhip, went up to London^ where his 
lifter was waiting- woman to a lady, and-io 
good a follicitor, that by hex: means he vrz% ■ 
admitted to read prayers in the family twice 
a d^Yt at ten fiiillings a month. He had now - 
acquired a low, obfcquious, aukward bow, 
and a talent of grofs flattery both in and out 
of feafon ; he would' ftiake the butler by the < 
leknd.'i he taught^ the page his catecbijm, and 
was fometimes admitted to dine at the fteward's 
t^ble. In fliort, he got the good word of the 
whole family, and was recommended by my 
lady for chaplain to fome other noble houfes, 
by which his revenue (belides vails) amounted 
to about thirty pounds a year ; his fifter pro- 
, cyred him a icarf from my lord, who had a 
fmall defign of gallantry upon her 5 ind by 
hia lordihip'9 fpllicit^tion be got a ledureftiip 
in town of fixty pounds a year j- where he 
preached cpnft^tly in perfon, in a* grave 
mannef) . with an .^udiblfl voice, a ftyk jeccJe- • 

- ' fiaftic. 
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frxfticy and the matter (Aich as it was) well 
ftiited to the intellefbials of his hearers. Some 
time after a country living fell in his lordfliip^s 
dfipofal, and his lord/hip, who had now (bme 
encouragement given him of fuccefs in his a- 
moiir^ beftowed the living on CorufoJes, who 
ftill kept his 1e6hirefliip and refidence in town» 
where he was a conftant attendant at all meet- 
ings relatmg to charity, without ever contri- 
buting farther than his freauent pious exhor- 
tations. If any woman or better faihion in 
the parifii happened to be abfent from church, 
they were Aire of a vifit from him in a day or 
two to chide and to dine with them. 

He had' a fele£l number of poor conftantly 
attending at the ftrtfet door of his lodgings, 
for whom he was a common Tollic'.tor to his 
former patronefs, dropping in his own half 
crown amongft the colleflions, and taking it 
out when he difpofed of the money. At a per- 
fon of quality's houfe he would never fit down, 
till he was tmrtce bid, and then upon the comer 
of the moft diftant chair. His whole demean- 
or was formal and ftarched, which adhered 
fo cloie, tiiat he could never (hake it off in his 
higheft promotion. 

His lord was now in high employment at 
court, and attended by him with the moft ab- 
jeft ^duity j and, his fifter being gone off 
with child to a private lodging, my lord con- 
tinued his graces to CdrufodeSf got him to be 
a chaplain in ordinary, and in due time a pa- 
riih io town, aad a digmty in the church. 

1> He 
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He paid his curates pjLm6lually> at the low-^ 
cil Hilary, ajidt partly out of the communion* 
money \ but gave them ^od advice in abun- 
dance. He mamed a citizen's widow, who 
taught him to put out fmall Aims at Unper 
€^. and brought him acqjaainted with job-. 
ber« in Cbange.-aUey» By her dexterity he fold 
the clerk(hij^ of his paiifli, when it became 
vacant. 

He kept a miferable houfe, but the bkme 
was laid wholly upon madam ; fox; the good 
do6lor was always at his booksy or vifiting the 
ficky or doing p&er ofjices of chaiity and pie> 
ty in his parilh* , 

He treated all his inferiors of the olej^y 
with a moft fanftified pride ; was rigoroufly . 
aod univerfally cenibrious upon all his bre* 
thren of the gown on their firft appeaiance in 
tlie world, or while they continued, meanly 

J>refeiT^d j but gave large allowance to the , 
aity of high rank or great riches, nfing nei. 
ther eyes nor ears for their faults-: he wa&ne- 
ver fenfible of the leaft conniptions in ^«r//y . 
parliaments or miniftries, but made the molt 
faj^ourable conflni5iions of all public proceed* 
ings } and power, in whatever hands, or what- - 
ever party^ was alway§ fecure of his moft cha- 
ritable opinion. He had many wholefam» 
maxims i*eady to excufe all mifcarnages of 
Hate I men are but men ; eru^t *uUia . donfiCs Im* 
mmes ; and quod fufra nos^ nil ad nos $ wit^ 
feveral others of equal weight. . 

It wo\ild lengthen ray paper beypnd qica^ • 
fuffto trace out the whole lyftemof his con- 

^ 3 ^ ' dua^ 
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At6l ; his dreadfxil apprehenfions of popery • 
his great moderation towards diffenters of all 
dienominations ; with hearty wilhes, that, by 
yielding (bmewhat on both fid^es, there might 
be a general union among proteftants j liis 
fltort^ inoflfen4tve fermons, m his turns at 
courts and the matter exaftly fiiited to the 
prefent junftnre of prevailing opinions j the 
ants he ufed to obtained a mitre by writing a- 
gainft cpifcopacy ; and the proofs he gave of 
bis loyalty by palliating or defending the mur- 
tier of a martyred prince. 

Endowed with all thefc accompliftiments \Ve 
tbave him in the full career of fiiccefs, mount- 
ing faft towards the top of the ladder eccldi- 
s/bca), which he hath a fair probability to 
veach ; without the merit of one fingle virtue^ 
iftoderately ftocked with the leaft valuable 
partj? of erudition, utterly devoid of all tafley 
judgment^ ov genius -, and in his grandeur »a« 
iurally chufing to hawl up others after him, 
^ofe accomplilhments mod refemble his own, 
except his beloved fons, nephews, or other 
iundred, be in competition 5 or laftly, ex- 
cept his inclinations be diverted by thofc, 
who have power to mortify or faither advance 
him. 

Eugenlo fet oUt from the fame university, 
and about the fame time with CorufoJe^'y he 
hM\ the reputation of an arch lad at fchool, 
and was \mfort\mately poflefled' with a t/ilent 
foTfoetry, on which account he received many ' 
chiding letters- from his father and grave ad- 
vice frcraoi his't«tor» He did not negkft hi^ ' 
D 1 , ■ college 
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college learning, but his chief ftudy was ihm 
authors of antiquity, with a perfe£k know* 
ledge in the gr^ek znd. roman tongues. He 
could never procure himfelf to be chofen feU 
low ; for it was obje6Ud againft him, that he 
had written verfes, and particularly fome» 
wherein he glanced at a certain reverend doc- 
tor famous for dulnefs ; that he had been feea 
bowing to ladies, as he met them in the fbreetsf 
and it was proved, that once he had been found 
dancing in a private family with half a dozea 
of both fexes;. 

- He was the younger fon to a gentleman of 
a good birth, but fmall eftate, and, his father 
dying, he was driven- to London to feek his 
foiiune : he ^ot intoorders^ and became rea- 
der in a panfti-church at twenty pounds x 
ycai*, was carried by an Ojf/br<^ friend to JVtlt% 
coffet'houfey frequented in thofe days by men 
of wit, where, in fome time, he had the bad . 
luck to be diftinguifhed. His fcanty falary 
compelled him to run deep in debt for a new 

fown and cafTock, and now and then forced 
im to write fome paper of wit or humour, or 
E reach a fermon for ten (hillings, to fupply 
is neceiTities, He -was a thoufand times re- 
commended by his poetical friends to great 
perfons, as a 'young man of excellent parts, 
who deferved encouragement, and received a 
thoufand promifes $ but his modeftvy and a 
generous fpirit, which difdained the uavery of 
continual application and attendance, atway» 
difappointed him, making room for vigilant 
duncesi who were fure to be never out of fight. 

He 
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He had an excellent faculty in preachings 

If he were mot Ibmetimes a little too- refiited^ 

and apt to truil tte much to his own way of 

thinking and reafoning. 

When upon the vacancy of pi-eferment he 
was hardly drawn to attend upon feme pro**- 
miiing lord, he received the ufual anfwer, that 
lie came too late, for it had been given to an- 
other the very day before. And he had only 
this comfort left, that every body faid, it was 
athoufand pities, fgrnething could not be done 
forpoor Mr. Eugenio, 

The remainder of his fl^ory will be difpatch- 
-cd in a few words : wearied with weak hopes, 
and weaker purfuits, he accepted a curacy in 
Derby/hire of thirty pounds a year, and, when 
he was five and forty, had the great felicity 
to be preferred, by a friend of his father's to 
a vicarage worth annually fixty pounds, in 
the moft defert parts of Lincoln/birey where, his 
ipirit quite funk withthofe reflections that To- 
Ltude and difappointments bring, he maiTied 
a farmer^s widow, and is ilill alive, utterly 
undiftinguiihed and forgotten, only fome of 
the neighbours Have accidentally heard^ that 
ke bad been a notable man in bisjoutb. 
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MODERN EDUCATION, 

FROM frequently refie^ing tipon the 
courle and method of educating youtk 
in this and a neighbouring kingdom, with the 
general fuccefs and confequence thereof, I am 
come to this determination, that education is 
always the njoorfe in proportion to the ixjealth 
and grandeur of the parents 5 nor do I 4oubt 
jn the leaft, that if the whole world were now 
under the dominion of one monarch (provHol 
I might be allowed to chufe nvhere he ihouM 
fix the feat of his empire) the only fon an4 
heir of that monarch would "be the worft edu* 
cated mortal, that ever was born fince the 
creation 5 and \ doubt, the fame praportion 
will hold through al,l dcgi-eet*- and titles, from 
an emperor downwards to the common gen- 
try. 

I do not fay, that this has been always the 
cafe ; ,for in better times it was direftly otiief- 
y^ife, and a fcholai* may fill half his Fr^^i and 
roman flie Ives with authors of the nobleft birth', 
as well as highefl viitue : noi* do I tax all na- 

tiona 

* Thin E(&y was alfo printed In the ItUtOinm^ 
No. IX. 



AN ESSAY ON, ^c. ^^ 
tions at prefent witk this defe^y for I know 
there are fome to be excepted ttid particulai'ly 
Scotland,, under^U the difadv'antages df its tW^ 
mate and foil, if that happinefs be not rather * 
ewingeven tothofevery difadvantages. What 
is then to be done, ff this reflexion nrnril 'fix 
on two -countries, which will be moft re^dy 
to take offence, and which of all otheis it will 
be leaft pnident or fafe to offend ? 

But there is one circumftance yet more dan- 
serons aftd lamentable ; for if, according to 
mc p$flulatum already laid -down, the liigher 
quality any yonth is of, he is in greater likeli^ 
hood to be worfe educated ; it l^hoves me to 
^ead, and keep far from the verge of fcan- 

Retra6^mg th«re^e that hazardous fi^uli-i 
Unfh t fhall venture i^b fiirther a% ptefent than 
to fay, that perhaps (bme adiliti^iial care in 
educating the fons of VidbiUty and pl^ncipal 
gentry might not be ill empflioyed. If thts bis 
not delivered with fbftfiers enough, t muld for 
the future be filent. 

In the mean time, let me aik only two 
queftions, which relate to Engiand. I afk 
firft, how k comes about, that for above fix-^ 
ty years paft the chief conduct of afTairs hatfi 
been generally placed in the hands of ne'w- 
metty with very few exceptions ? The nobfeft 
blood of England having been (bed in the 
grand rebellion, many great families became 
extin6l, or were fupported only by minors : 
when the king was reftored, very few of thofe 
lord^ remained, who began, or at leaft had 
D 4 im- 
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impTDYed, their education undef the relgiis 
of King JameSf jor King Charles I. of which 
lords the two principal were the marquis of 
. OffMnd, and the earl of Southampton, The 
minors had, during the rebellion and ufur- 
nation, either received too much tin^ure of 
pad principles from thofe fanatic times, or, 
coming to age at thereftoration, fell into the 
vices of that diiTolute reign. 

I date from this xra the corrupt method of 
education among ps, and the confequence 
thereof, the necellity the crown laj under of 
introducing new-men into the chiei conduA of 
public affairs, or to theofhce of what we now 
call prime minifters ; men of art,- knowledge^ 
application and infmuation, merely for want 
of a fupply among the nobility. They were 
generally (though not always) of goodbirthy. 
^metimes younger ^rotliers, at other timet 
fuch» who, although inheriting good eftates, 
yet happened to be well educated, and pro- 
vlded with learning. Such under that kin^ 
were Ifydej Bridgeman, Clifford, OJbam^ Go- 
dolpbin, AJbley-Coofer i few or none under the 
ftort reign of King James II : under King 
Jf^lliam, Sommers, Mountague, Churcbil, Ver^ 
xon, Boyle, and many others t under the 
Queen, Harley, St, John, Har court, 7'revor, 
wKb indeed were perfons of the bcft private . 
families, but unadorned with titles. So in 
the following reign, Mr. Robert WalpoU was 
for many years prime roiniftei*, in which poft 
he ftill happily continues : his brother Horace 
is &mba0ador extraordinary to Fr^zffff. Mr. 
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IdSfon and Mr. Craggs, without the leaft aU 
liance* to fupport them^ have been fecrctarics 
of ftate. 

If the fa6is hare been thus for abore fixty 
years paft (whereof I could with a little far- 
ther rccollei5lioB produce many more inftan- 
ces) I would aik a|^ny how it hath happen- 
cdy that, in a nation plentifully abounding^ 
with nobility, fo great (hare in tne moft com- 
petent parts of public management hath been 
for fo long a period chiefly entruijked to com- 
moners, unlets fome omiinons or defefls of 
the higheft import may be charged upon thofe, 
to whom the carei of educating our noblo 
youth had been committed ? For, if there be 
any difference * between humaiv creatures in 
the point of natural parts, as we ufually call 
them, it ihould feem, that the advantage lies 
on the fide of children bom from noble and 
wealthy parents; the fame traditional Aoth 
and luxury, which render their body, weak 
and effeminate, pei'haps refining and giving a 
Ireer motion to the ipirits, beyond what can 
be expelled from the grofs, robuft iffue of 
sieaner mortals. Add to this the peculiar 
advantages, which all young noblemen poflei^ 
by the privileges of their birth. Such as a 
free accefs to courts, and a univerfal deference 
paid to their perfons. 

But as my lord Bacon chargeth it for a fault 
on princes, that they are impatient to com- 
fa& emisf without giving themfelves the trou- 
ble of confulting or executing the meaw ; £b 
perhaps it may b» the difpontio^ of young 
P 5 J^' 
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nobles, either from th&^tidulgence of parents^ 
tutors, and governors or thkir-owaina6iivity. 
that they expefl the acccmplijbjnenu of a good 
education, without the leaft expence of time 
or /2£<^ to acquire them. * 

What I faid la ft, I am ready to retraft 5 for 
the caicisJnfiniteiyworfe ; and the very max- 
ims fct upto dire^ mpdern education, are c- 
nough to deftroy all the feeds of knowledge, 
honour, wifdom and virtue among us. The 
current opinion prevails, that the ftudy. o£ 
Qreek and Latin is lofs of time % that public 
ichools, by mingling the Tons xif noblemeii 
with thofe of the vulgar, .jengage the formes 
in bad company ; that whipping breaks th«. 
fpirits of lads well born ; that univernties 
ipal^e young men pedants; that 'to dancc^ 
fence, fpeak French^ and know -how to be*. 
have yourfelf among great perfons of both- 
&xe8, comprehends the *voboU duty rf a gen^^ 
tieman, 

I cannot but think, this wife iyftcm of edu- 
cation hath been much cultivated among 114 
by thofe worthies of the army, who during 
the laft war, returning from Flanders at the 
dofe of each campaign, became the diftafort 
of behaviour, drefs, and politenefs to all thofe 
youngfters', who frequent chocolate^-cofBtre- 
gaming- houfes, drawing-rooms, opci'a's, le- 
vees and affemblies; where' a. colonel by his 
pay, perquifites and plunder, wa9 qualified 
to outfliine many peers oi the realm ; and by 
^ influence of an exotic habit and demeanor, 
^ded to other foreign accompliihmeAts, gave 

the 
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tke law to the whole tov^n, 4iQd was copied as 
tbe ftandard -pattern of whatever was refi- 
ned in drefsy equipage, conversation, or di* 
veriions. 

I remember in thofe times an admire^ ori- 
ginal of that vocation fitting in a cofFee-houfe^ 
n«ir twogentlemen^ whereof one was of the 
clergy, who were engaged in Ibme difcourfe, 
that i^voured of learning. This officer thought 
Ht to interpofe, and profeffing to deliver the 
f^ntiments of his fraternity, as well as his 
own (and probably he did 10 of 'too many a-» 
laong them) turned to the clergyman, and 
fpoke ii^ the following manner, * /5— .» me^ 
do^Qf^ [fay *wbatyou willf the armf is the only 
fcbool jiir gentlemen. Do you think wp lord 
Marlborough beat tbe French ivitb Greek qnd 
Latin ? D^-^^n me, a fcholar when be[ comet 
into good company f <wbat is be but an (ifs? 
D n me 9 I would be glad by G — d to fee any 
ofyourfcbolars «witb bis nouns, and bis ^verbs^ 
And bis pbilofophy, and trigonometry^ lubat a 
figure be wuould make at aftege or blockade, cr 
repcountering ■ / > ■ n me, Sec, After 

which he proceeded with a volley of military 
terms, lefs fignificant, founding worfej and 
harder to be ^nderflood than any, that were 
ever coined by the commentators upon JriftO'^' 
tie. I would not here be thoughti to charge 
the foldiery with ignorance and contempt of 
learninj^i without allowing exceptions, of 
D 6 which 

• Sec tbe poem, called tbe grand ^efiUn debated^ 
Vol. VII, *> .-x.-^ 
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•whicfi I -have knoinnn many 5 but however the 
worft example, efpecially in a gi-cat majohtyp 
will certainly pr^ail. 

I have heard, that the late carl of Oxford 
in the time of his minifti-y never pa/Ted by-- 
Whitens chocolate- boufe (the common rendez* 
V0U8 of infamous {harpers and noble cullies^ 
without beftowing a curfe upon that famouc 
academy, as the bane of half the Enf^lijb nO'*-^ 
bility, I have likewife been told another paf- 
fage concerning that great miniiler, which^ 
becacrfe it gives a humorous idea of one prin- 
cipal inmdient in modem education, take aaF 
followetn. Le Sack the famous French danc-^ 
Sng mafter, in great admiration, a(ked a 
friend, whether it were true, that Mr. HarUf 
was made an earl and lord treafurer ? anJ, 
Jinding . it confirmed, faid j «w^/, J <wonder 
what the devil the queen could fee in bim 5 for I 
attended htm tnvoyears and he *was the great eft 
dunce that e*uer ItaughK 

Another hindrance to good education, and ' 
I think the greateft of any, is that pernieiou* 
cuftom in rich and noble families of enter- 
taining French tutors in their houfes. 'Thefc 
rrrttched pedagogues are enjoined by the father 
to take fp^cial care, that the boy (hall be per-^ 
f eft iti his French ? by the mother, that mafier 
Biuft not walk till he is hot, nor be fvffered 
to play whh other boys, nor be wet in his 
feet, nor daub his cloaths, and to fee the 
dancing-mafter attends conftantIy,and does his 
duty ; flie further infills, that the child be not 
kept too long poring on bis book^ becanfe he 
I h 
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ll ful^eB to foft trf tSf and of a weakly con- 
ftitutien. 

By thefe methods the young gentleman is ^ 
'in every article as fully accompiiihed at ei^ht 
years old, as at eight and twenty, age adding 
only to the growth of his perfon and his Vice ; 
lb that if you fliould look at him in his boy- 
hood through the magnifying end of a per- * 
fpe6liye, and in his manhood through the 
other, it would be rmpoflible to fpy any diffe- 
rence; the fame airs, the fame ftrutt, the 
fame cock of his hat, and poftureof his fword, 
(as far as the change of fafliions will allow) 
the fame underftanding, the fame compafs of 
knowledge, with the very fame abfurdity, 
impudence, and impertinence of tongue. 

He is taught from the nurfery, that he muft 
inherit a great eftaie, and hath no need to 
mind his book, which is a lefibn he never for- 
'. |;ets to the end of his life. His chief folacc 
' 18 to fteal down, and play at fpan- farthing 
with the page, or young black-a-moor, or 
little favourite foot-boy, one of which is his 
principal confident and bofom- friend. 

There is one young * lord in this town, 
who, by an unexampled piece of good for- 
tune, was miraculoufly (hatched out of th« 
gulph of ignorance, confined to a public 
Khool for a due term of years, well whipped 
when he deferved it, clad, no better than his 
jcomradesy and always their j4ay-felk>w on 

the 

* The aathor it fnppofed tf mcBQ the hoti Yif^ 
€f ti9t MQntmJpl of MmnU 
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the fame foot, had no precedence in the (cfaool, 
but what was given him by his merit, aad loft 
it whenever he was negligent* It is well 
known,' how many mutinies were bred at this 
unprecedented treatment, what complaints a- 
mong his relations^ and other great ones of 
both fexesj that his ftockings with fiiver 
clocks were ravifhed from him ; that he wore 
liis own ' hair ^ that his drefs was undiftin- 
guilhed ; that he was not fit to appear at a, 
ball 4r anembly> nor fufFered to go to either a 
s^nd it was with the utmoft diSiculty, that he 
became qualified for his prefent removal,, 
where he may probably be farther peri'ecuted, 
and poffibly with fuccefs, if the firmnefs of a 
very worthy governor and his own good dif- 
pofitions will not preferve him. I confefs, I 
cannot but wi(h, he may go on in the way he 
began, becaufe I have a curiofity to know by 
fo lingular an experiment, whetlier ti*<ith, ho- 
nour^ juftice, temperance, co.urage, and good 
fenfe acquired by ^fchool and college education 
may not produce a very tolerable lad, altho* 
he fhould happen to fail in one or two of thofc 
^ccomplifhments,- which in the general vogue 
are held fo important to the finishing of a^en-^ 
tlem^ . 

It is true, I have know^n an academical. edu- 
cation to have been exploded in public aiTemr 
blies ; and have he^rd more than one or two 
perfons of high rank d^clare^ they could learn 
nothing moie at Oxford and Cambridge y than 
to drink ale and fmoke tobacco ; wherein I 
firmly believed thein^ and could have added 



-J 



MODERN/EDUCATION. 51 
l^me hundred examples from my own obfer^ 
yation in one of thofe univerfities ; but they 
ail were of young heirs lent thither only for 
forni ; either fn&m fchools, where they were 
not fnffcred by thcit careful parents to ilay. 
above three months in the year ; or from un« 
der the management of French family-tutors, 
wbo yet often attended them to their college to 
prevent all poflibiiity of their improvement » 
fet I nerer vet knew any oae perion of qua- 
lity, who ibUowed his iludies at the univerfi* 
ty, and carried away his juft propo^tfon of 
learning, that was not ready upon all occa- 
fions to celebrate and defend that courfe of ^ 
oducation^ and to prove ^ a patron of learned 
men. 

• ^heiie is one circum (lance in a learned.edu<- 
cation, which ought to have much weight, 
even -with thofc who have- no learning at all. 
The books read) at febool and colleges are full 
of incitements to virtue, and dilcouragcments 
fi-om YJc^, drawn from the wifeft reaibns, tho 
. ftrongeft motives, and the moft influencing 
examples. Thus young minds are filled ^arly 
with an inclination to good^ and an abhor- 
unce of evil, both which increafe^ in them, 
according to the advances they make in lite- 
rature ; and although they may be, and too 
pften are, drawn by the temptations of youth* 
and the opportunities of a large fortune, into 
ibme irregularities, when they come forward 
into the grca.t world, yet it is ever with reluc* 
tance and compun^on of mind ^ becaufe their 
Vyafs to virtue ilill continues. They may ftray 

fo ihe-4 
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fometimes out of iniinnity or compltaftce ; Init 
they will ibon return to the right road, and- 
kfcp it always in view. I fpeak only o£thofb> 
exceflesy which are too much the atoendants 
of youth and wanner blood; for as to the 
points of honour, truth, juftice, and otiicr 
noble gifts of the mind, wherein the tempe-> 
rature of the body hath no concern^ they ate 
ieldom or ever known to be wild. 

I have engaged my felf very unwarily in 
too copious a fubjeft for £6 ihort a paper. The 
prefent icope I would aim at, is to prove, that 
fome proportion of human knowledge appears 
reqUinte to thofe, who by their birSi or for* 
tune are called to the making of laws, and m 
a fubordinate way to the execution of , them $ 
and that fuch knowledge is not to be obtained 
without a mii^cle under the frequent, cor^ 
rupt, and fottifh methods of educating thofev 
v^ho are born to wraith or titles. For I would 
have it remembered, that I do by no means 
confine thefe remarks to young perfons of no« 
ble birth ; the fame errors running through 
all families, where there is wealth enough t» 
afford, that their fons (at foaft the eldeft) may* 
be good for nothing. Why fhould my foB 
be a fcholar, when it is not intended, thu he 
ihould live by his learning ? By this rule^ if 
what is commonly f^id be true, that mme^ oe* 
fweretb all tbingSy why ihould my fon be ho- 
neft, temperate, juft, or charitable, fmcehe 
hatK no intention to depend upon any of theft 
fualiti^ for a n^BHnaii«e ? 
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When all is done, perhaps upon the whole 
t^e matter is not fo had, as I wouldmake it j 
and God, vfho worketh good out of evil, sell- 
ing only by the ordinary courfe and rule of 
nature, permits this continual circulation of 
human things for his own unfearchable ends. 
The father grows rich by avarice, injuftice, 
opprefiion 1; he is a tyrant in the neighbour- 
hood over ilaves and beggars, whom he calls 
his tenants. Why (hould he defire to havf 
4}ua]ities iDfdfed into his Ton, which himfelf 
never pofiefled, or knew, or found the want 
of in the acquiiition of his wealth ? The fon^ 
hred in floth and idleneis, becomes a ^end-* 
thrift, a cully, a profligate, and goes out of 
the world a beggar, as his father came in x 
thus the foimer is puniihed for his own fins, 
as well as for thofe of the latter. The dung-^ 
hill, having raifed a huge ,mu(hroom of ihort 
cluration, is now fpread to enrich other men^ft 
lands. It is indeed of worfe confequence^ 
where noble families are gone to decay 5 be- 
caufe their titles and privileges outlive their 
eftates : and politicians tell us, that nothing 
is more dangerous to the public, than a nu- 
merous nobility without merit or fortune. But 
even here God hath likewife prefcribed CotAt 
jremedy in the order of nature 5 fo many great 
families coming to an end by the floth, luxury, 
and abandoned lufts, which enervated their 
breed thro** every fucceflion, producing gra- 
dually a more efteminate race wholly unfit for .' 
f ropagation. 



A 

LETTER* 

T O A 

VERY YOUNG LADY 

O N H £ R 

MARRIAGE, 



MADAM,. 

THE hurry and impertinence of receiving 
^nd. paying vifits on account of your 
marriage being new over, you are beginning 
to enter into a courfe of life, where you will* 
want much advice to divert you from falling in- 
to many errors, iFopperies, and follies, to whiTCli 
yo^r fex is fubjeft. I have always bopne an 
mtire friend(hip to your father and mother 5 
and the perfon they nave chofen for your huf- 
band, hath been for fome years paft my par*' 
ticular favourite; I have long wifhed you 

might 

, • This Letter ought to be read, by all new mar- 
ried women, and will be read with pleafitfe and ad- 
vantage by the moft diftinguifhed and inoft accom*. 
pllflied ladiei. 

Orrbrv, 



A LETTER TO, &ff. 55 
•ni^t come together, bccaufe I hoped, that 
from the goodners of your difpofition, and by 
following the counfel of wife friends, you 
might in time make yourfdf worthy of him. 
Voar parents were fo far in the right, that 
they • did not produce you much into the 
vrorld, whereby you avoided many wrong 
fteps, which others have taken, and have 
leweril) impreffions to be removed : but they 
failed, as it is generally the cafe, in too much 
neglefling to cultivate your mind; without 
which it is. impofiible to acquire or preferve 
thefriendihip and efteem of a wife man, wh6 
loon grows weary of aft in or tiie lover and 
treating his wife like a miftrels, but wants a 
reafonable companion, and a true friend 
through every ftage of his life. It muft be 
^ererore your bulinefs to qualify yourfelf for 
thole offices ; wlierein I will not fail to be " 
your dire&or, as long as I (hall think you 
deferve it, by letting you know how you are 
to a6V, and what you ought to avoid. 
- And beware of defpifmg or negleftrng my 
inlhiifiions, whereon will depend not only 
your making a good figure in the world, but 
your own real happine^, as well as that of 
die perfon, who ought to be the denreil: to 
you. 

I muft therefore defirc you, in the firf^ 
place, to be very flow in changing the modeft 
bibaviqur of a <virgin : It is ufVial in young 
wives, before they have been many weeks 
^ari'ied, to adiime a bold forward look and 
planner of talking \ as if ^hey intended to (ig-* 

r-' ■■■'■"> 'C 
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nify in all companies, that thsy were no 1ob« 

fer girls^ 4nd confequentlj that tkeir Mrbole 
emeanor, before they got a hulbaixl, wm 
all but a countenance and conftraint apan 
their nature : whereas, I fuppofe, if the vobd 
of wife men were gathered, a very great ma- 
jority would be in favour ofthofe ladies, who^ 
after they were entered into that ftate, rattier 
chofe to double their portion of modefty and 
refervednefs. 

I muft likewife warn you ftri6Uy agamft Ab 
leaft degree offondnefs to your huiband befoie 
any witnefs whatfoever, even before your near- 
eft relations, or very maids of your chamber. 
This proceeding is fo exceeding odious anC 
difgUitful to all, who have either good bleed- 
ing or good fenfe, that they afiign two vciy- 
unapniable i^afons for it % the one is grois hy- 
pocriiy, and the other has too bad a muoe to 
mention* If there is any difference to be 
made, your hufband is the loweft pei&n hk 
company^ either at home or abroad, and eve^ 
ry gentleman prefent has a better claim to all 
marks of civility and diftin£lion from youJ 
Conceal your efteem and love in your own 
breaft, and veferve your kind look« and lan- 
guage for private hours, which are fo naany 
in the four and twenty, that they will afSoid 
time to employ a pafiion as exalted as an^^ 
that was ever deicribed in a French romance* 

Upon this head I fliould likewife ad vile yoa 
lo differ in pra^ice from thofe ladies, wko 
afTefl abundance of untafinepy while their 
huftands ar« abroad ^ ftart with every knock 

at 
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sC tJie doof, and ring the bell inceflfantly for 
tbe ferv^mts to let in their raafter; will not 
est a iHt at drnner or fbpper, if the hufband 
kppcns to ftay ont ^ i»nd receive him at his 
vetom wkh itich a medlejr of chiding and 
ftindnefffy sind catechiimg hi-m where he hat 
Ibeen^ tW a (hrew front BUlmgfgate would be 
maxove eafy and eligible companion. 

Of the fame leaven are thofe wives, who, 
^vfaen ^leiF bttfbctMls are gone 'a journey, 
WBoA bave a letter every poitupon pam of fits 
and hyilencs ^ aod a day mult be fixed for 
tkesr rrtvrft home wrthout the leaft allowance 
lor bi9&iei9, or fkcknef^, or accidents, or 
'«Ka<tfier : upon which I can onW fay, that in 
xuf obtiewatron thofe ladies, vmo are 2tpt to 
wake the greateft ctutter on fnch occahons, 
wottld liberally have paid a meffenger for 
Iringmg them news, that their buibands had 
broken litntit necks on the road. 

Yow will perhaps be offended, when I ad^ 
¥!&> yoit to abate a little of that violent paiEon - 
lor foif ckath (o pi*edominant in your fex. 
Ik is a iitbl'e hard, that ours, for whofe fake 
jvfA wear them, are Aot admitted to be of 
^jmar cowsici). 1 may venture to aifure you, 
that we will make an abatement at any time 
of four pounds a yard in a brocade, if the 
bdtes will but allow a furtable addition of 
care in tbe cUauTtnifi ^ and fweetnefs of theif 

perfons* 

^ Tbe leader will cafilf perceive^ diat ihk Letter 
Md Ihe OeferiptioA of a Lad/B Drefing RtcmiVoi^ 
VIU) west sal written in tngland. 
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perTons. For the fatyrical part of manlund 
will needs believe^i that it is not inipoflH>le tor, 
be very fine and yery filthy; and that th» 
capacities of a lady are fometimes apt to fai} 
• ihort in cultivating cleanlinefs and finely to-^ 
gether. I (hall only add, upon To tender 3 
fubje6l, what a pleafant gentleman faid con- 
cerning a filly woman of quality ; that no*. 
thing could make her fupportable but cutting^ 
off her heady for his ears were offended by her- 
tongue, and hie nofe by her hair and teeth. 

I am wholly at a lofs how to advife you int' 
the choice of company ^ which however is a- 
point of as gresit importance as any in yotMf . 
iife. If vour4gei>eral acquaintance be among 
Jadies, who are your equals or fuperiors, pro« 
Tided they have nothing of what is commonly • 
called an ill reputation, you think you afd 
fafe 5 and this, in the flyle of the world,- 
will pafs for good company. Whereas I am 
afraid it will be hard for you to pick out one 
female acquaintance in this town, from whom 
yQu will not be in manifeft danger of con- • 
trafling fome foppery, afFeftation, vanity, 
folly, or vice. Your only fafe way of cor- 
Teriing with, them is, by a firm refolution tor 
proceed in your . practice and behaviour di- « 
reftly contrary tp whatever they fhall fay or 
do : and this I take to be a good general rule, . 
with- very few exceptions. For inibince, in * 
the dq^ines Uiey ufually deliver to young 
maiTied women for managing their hufbands j 
their fevesal accounts of their own xondu^ - 
ia that particular, to recommend it to your 

imitation) * 
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smitatioa } the reflections they make upon 
others of their fex for a£ting difTerently ; theiV 
dire6lions, how to come off with vidlory up- 
on any difpute or €|uarrel you may have with 
your huiband ; the arts by which you may 
cUicdver and pradlife upon his weak fide^ 
when to work by flattery and infmuation^ 
when to mdt him with tears, and when to 
eagage with a high hand : in theie, and a 
thou&id other ca^,, it will be prudent to 
retain as* many of their le^hsres in ^our me* 
iBory as you can, ai>d then determine to a£l 
in full oppoittion to them all. 

I hope^ your huiband will mteipoiCb his an* . 
thority to limit you in the trade o{vifiung> : half 
a dozen fools are in all confcaence as many as > 
you fliould require $ and it will be fufficient 
for- you to fee them twice a year 5 for I think * 
the faibion does not exaCl, that viiits fliould 
be pai4'to>fnends4 

I advife^ that your company at home fliould 
conflft of me;^ rather than women. To fay 
the truth, I never yet knew a tolerable wo« 
man to be fond of her own fex. I confefs^ ^ 
when both are mixed and well chofen, and 
put their b^ qualities forward, there may 
be an intercourfe of civility and good* will ; 
which, with the addition of fome degree of 
ieafe, can make converfadon or any amufe* 
ment agreeable^ But a knot of ladies, got 
together by themfelves, is a my fchool of 
-impertin^ce and.detia^^Qn^ and it i»well if 
thoi«.b9 thft>w«fflt 

Let 
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Let your men acquaintance be of yamr 
hu(band*s choicci and not recommended to 
you by any fhe-comp^nions j becaufe they 
vtrili certainly fix a coxcomb upon you^ and 
it will coft you fome time and pains^ before 
you can arrive at the knowledge of diftin- 
guiihing fuch a one from a man of fenfe. 

Never take a fawouriie^nvaitv^ mead intoK 
vour cabinet-council, to enteitain you Nvitb 
'niftories of thofe ladies, whom (he hath for- 
merly fervedy of therr divedions and their 
drefles \ to iniinuate how great a fortune yfKi* 
' brought, and how little you are allowed to* 
fquander ; to appeal to her from your hu^band^ 
and to be determined by her judgment, be* 
caufe you are fure it will be always for you } 
to receive and diicard fervants 1>y her appro- 
bation 6r diftike ; to engage you, by her in- 
ilnuations, in mifunderftandings with your 
beft friends; to reprefent all things- in falfo 
colours, and to be the common emiifary of 
'fcandal. 

But the grand affair of your life will be to 
gain and preferve the friendftiip and efteem of 
your bu/band, Vou are marfied to a man of 
good education and learnings of an excellent 
underftanding,^ and an exa£l tafte. It is true; 
and it is happy for you, thatthefe qualities is 
him are adorned with great modefty, a mod 
amiable fweetnefs of temper, and an unufual 
difpofltion to fobriety and virtue : but neither 
^ood- nature nor virtue will fuffer him to efteem 
yoxi againft his judgment ; and, although he is 
iuot capable of uiing you ill, yet ^ou will in time 

grovr 
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grow a thing indifferent and perhaps contemp- 
tible } unleis you can Aipply the lofs of youth 
and beauty with more durable qualities. You 
have but a very few years to be young and 
handfome in the eyes of the world ; and as 
few months to be fo in the eyes of a hufband^ 
who is not a fool j for I hope you do not ftill 
dream of charms and raptures, which marriage 
ever did, and ever wilt, put a fudden end to. 
Befides, yours was a match of prudence and 
common Rood-liking, without any mixture 
of that ridiculous pafHon, which hath no be- 
ing but in jplay- books and romances. 

You mult therefore ufe all endeavours to at« 
tain to fome degree of thofe accompliHimentSy 
which your hulband mod values in otlier 
people, and for which he is moil valued him- 
felf. You muft improve your mind by clofely 
purfuing fuch a method of ftudy, as I (hall 
dire^l or approve of. You muft get a collec- 
tion of hiftory and travels, which ' I will re- 
commend to you, and fpend fome hours every- 
day in readins; them, and making extra£ls 
from them, if your memory be weak. You* 
muft invite peribns of knowledge and under- 
ilanding to an acquainunce with you, by whofe 
converfation you may learn to correal your 
tafte and judgment $ and, when you can bring 
yomielf to comprehend and reliih the eood 
ienfe of others, you will anive in time to &nk 
rightly yourfelf, and to becoitie a reafonable 
and agreeable companion. This muft pro- 
duce in your hufband a true rational love and 
(fteexB lor you, which old age will not dimi- 
S &Uh» 
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tjifh. He will have a regard for your Judg- 
ment and opinion in matters of the greateft 
weight; you will be able to entertain eacH 
other without a third perfon to relieve you by; 
finding difcourfe. The endowments of youi* 
mind will even make yoiir perfon more agree- 
able to him J and, when you are alone,xyouf 
time will not lie h€avy upon your hands folr 
want of fome trifling amiifcment. 

As little refpeft as I have for the generalit^r 
of your fex, it hath fometimcs moved me 
with pity to fee the lady of the houfe forced 
to withdraw immediately after dinner j and 
this iti families where there is not Ynuch 
drinking j as if it were an cftabliftied maxim, 
that women are uncapable of all converfation; 
tti a room where both ftxes meet, if the men. 
are difcouriing upon any general fubjeft, the 
iadies tiever think it their bufinefs to partake in 
what pafleth, but in a feparate club entertain 
each other with the' price and choice of lace^ 
and filk, and what drefTes they liked or dif- 
approved at the church or play-hbufe. And 
when you are among yotirfelves, how natu- 
rally, after the firft compliments, do ypu appl^ 
your hands to each others lappets, and iiiffles,; 
and marttuas j as if the whole biifinefs of 
your lives, and tVe public concern of the' 
world, depertded upon tlie cut or colour of 
your drefTes. As divines fay, that fome 
|ieople take more paitis to be damned, thari' 
it ^\lld' coff them to be ikvcd ;* fb your fex 
An'plbys rtiore thought^ memory, and appli'^ 
c^6ri Iti br fook, thattvroulrf fetve to vrntke 
' ■ • *. thcmi 
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tketxf wife and ufcful. Wfeen I refleft on thisj 
1 pannot conceive you to be human creatures, 
but a fort of ipecies hardly a degree above ^ 
jnpnkey j who hath more diverting trick? 
than any of you, Is an animal lefs milchievoui; 
and expenfive, migi^t in lime be a tolerable 
critic in velvet and brocacje, and, for aughj 
i know, would equally become xhem, 

I would have you look upon finery as ^ 
neceffaiy folly j which all great ladies did, 
whom I have, ever known : I do not defire 
rou to te out of the faftiion, bi^it to be th? 
aft- and leaft in it. I e:{pe6l, that yqur drefs 
ihall be one degree lower than your fortune 
can afford 5 and in your own h^art I woulcj 
^i(h you tq be an uttef contemner of all 
diilinftion$, which a 'finer petticoat can giv^ 
you i becaufe it will neither make you richer^ 
nandfomer, younger, be^ter-natured, ihore 
yirtuous or wife, than if it hung upon a peg. 

If you are in company with pneh of learn- 
ning, though they happen to dilcourfe of aits 
and fciences out of your compafs, yet yoij 
will gather more advantage by lift'ening tq 
them, than from all the nonfenfe ana frippery 
of your own.fe? j but, if they be men of 
breeding as well as learniiig, they wiil feldom 
engage in any converfation^ wliere you ought 
not to be a hearer, and in time have yqur pari;. 
If they talk of the manners aijd c^ftoms of 
the fcveral kin§4pni5 of Europ.e^ of travels 
jnto remoter nations^ <of the ftate of their own 
pountry, or of the great men and ailions of 
Greece and Kme j if thfcy give their Judgment 
*E a * ' ' 'upon 
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upon Englijb and French writers either in vcrfil 
©r profe, or of the nature and limits of Virtue 
and vice ; it is a (hame for an Englijb lady 
not to reli(h fuch difcourfes, not to improve 
by them, and endeavour by reading and in- 
formation to have her fhare in thofe entertain- 
ments, rather, that turn afide, as it is the 
ufual cuftom, and confult with the woman^ 
who fits next l^er, about a new cargo of fans. 

It is a little hard, that not one gentleman's 
daughter in a thoufand ihould be brought to 
read or underfland her own natural tonguei 
or be a judge of the eafieft books, that are^ 
written in it, as any one may find, who can 
have the patience to hear them, when they are 
difpofed to mangle a pjay or a novel ; where 
the Idaft word out of the common road is lure 
to djfconceit them, and it is no wonder, when 
they are not fo nfuch as taught to fpell in 
their childhood, nor can ever attain to it in 
their whole lives. I advife you therefore to 
read aloud, more or lefs, every day to your 
hufband, if he will permit you, or to any o- 
ther friend (but not a female one) who is 
able to* fet you ri^ht ; and as for fpelling, 
you may compafs it in time by making col- 
leflions from the books you read. 

I know very well, that thofe who are com- 
monly called learned women, have loft aQ 
manner of credit by their impertinent talka- 
tivenefs and conceit of themfclves ; but there 
is an eafy remedy for this, if you once con- 
fider, that, after all the pains you may be at, 
you never can arrive in point of learning 'to 

the 
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the |)Ci'fe6iiop o^ ^ fchool-boy. The reading. 
1 would advii'e you to, is only for ixnproYe. 
ment of your ownf.good f^niV, which will 
never fail of being amended by diicretioii. It 
is a wrong (i^tbod, and ill choice of hoc^LS, 
that' makes thofe learned ladies jvft ib much' 
the ^orfe for what they have read > .and there-, 
fore it ihall be my care to dire6^ you better, 
a taik for which I take myfelf to be not ill 
qualified} because I have fpeat more time^ 
and hav^ had more opportunities than many 
others to obferve aod difcover^' from what 
fources the- various follies of women are de- 
rived. 

Pray obfcnFc, how infignificant things are 
the common race of kdies, when they have 
pafled their youth and beauty } how contemp- 
tible they appear to the men, and yet more 
co'ntemptlble.to the youngcjr part of their own 
fcx ; and have no relief, but in pafling their 
afternoons in viHts, where they- are never ac- 
ceptablfc I and their evenings ajt cards among 
each other j while the former part- of the day 
IS /pent in fpleen and envy, or in vain en- 
deavoiurs to repair by art and drefa^ the ruins 
qf time. Whereas I have known ladies at 
iixty, to whom all the polite part of the 
court and town paid their addreiTes without 
any fartjier view, than that of enjoying the 
pleafure of their- con veifation. 

I am ignorant of. any one quality, that Is 

amiable in a man, which is not equally fo 

in a woman : i do not except, even modefty 

and gentleae^ of natyre. Nor do I know- 

E 3 onifr 
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one vice or folly, which is not eqtmlljr de- 
Uftable in both* There is^ indeed one lAfir- 
msty, which is generally allowed you, I mean 
that of convardice ; yet there fhould feem ta 
be fooiething very capricious, thaty when wo- 
men profefs their admiration for a colonel or 
a captain on account of hSs valour, they ftiould 
fancy it a very graceful becoming quality in 
themfeivcs to be afraid of their own ihadows j 
td icream in a barge, when the weather is 
calmeft, or in a coach at the ring ) to raft 
fi-om^acowat a hundred yards diftance; to 
fall into fits at the fight of a fpider, or ear- 
wig, or a frog. At leaft, if cowardice be a 
lign of cruelty, (as it is generally gi*anted) 
.1 can hardly think it an accomplishment fo 
defirable, as to be thought worth improving 
by alFeftatioD, 

And as the fame virtues equally becom% 
both fexes, fo there is no* quality^ whereby 
women endeavour to diftinguifh themfclvea 
from men, for which they are not juft fo 
much the virorfe, except that only of refer- 
Yednefs; which however, as you generally 
manage it,' is nothing elfe but aire6tation or 
hypocrlfy. For, as you cannot too much 
difcountenance thofe ot our fex, who preiume 
to take unbecoming liberty before you j fo 
you ought to be wholly unconftrained in the 
company of deferv^ng men, when you have- 
had fumcient experience of their difcretion^ 

There is never wanting in this town a trib* 
of bold, fwaggering, rattling ladies, whoft 
talents pa6 among coxcombs for wit and hu- 
mour J 
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mour; their excellency lies in' nide choqciilg 
cxpreflions, and what they call runmng a man 
dxnim. If a gentleman in their'company hap- 
pens to faa^e any blemifh in his birth or per- 
ion, if any misfortune hath befalkn his fa- 
-mily or hirofelf, for which he is ^Aiamed, 
they will be fnre to give him broad hints of 
it without any provocation. I would recom- 
\ mend you to the acquaintance of a common 
proftitute, rather than to that of fuch terma- 
gants as thefe. I have often thought, that 
nt> man is obliged to fuppofe iuch creatures* 
to be women, but to treat them like infolenc 
rafcals difguifed in female habits, who ought 
to be -ftript and kicked down ftairs. 

I will add one thing, although it be a lit- 
tle out of place, which is to defu'e, that you 
will learn to value and efteem your hulbtmd 
for thole good qualities, which he really pof- 
fefleth, and not to fancy others in him, which 
he certainly hath not. For, although this 
latter is generally underftood to be a mark of 
love, yet it is indeed nothing but affe^ation 
«r ill judgment. It is true, he wants fo very 
few accomplifhments, that you are in no great 
danger of erring on this ude ; but my cau- 
tion is occasioned by a lady of your acquain- 
tance, manied to a very valuable perfon, 
whom yet ihe is fo unfortui^te as to be al- 
ways commending for thofe perfe6UoDS, to 
which he can leaft pretend. 

I can give you no advice upon the article 
of exp£nce\ only I think, you ought to be 
will informed how rauch your hulband's re- 
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venue amounts to» .-and be fo §pod a compu* 
ter, as to keep within^ it in that part of the 
pian^gement, which falls to your ihare i and 
not to put yourfelf in the nuraber of thole 
jpoUtic ladies* who think they gain a great 
pointy when they have teaf^ tlieir huihands 
t'p buy them a new equipage, a laced head, 
• or a fine petticoat, .withoui; once confidering 
>yhat long fcores remain unpaid to t)ie butch- 
er. 

I deiire you will keep this letter in youc 
cabinet, and often examine impartially your 
vhole cpndufl by it : and fo God blefs you, 
^d make you a fair example to your fex, 
ana a perpetyal comfort to youV hufl><uid and 
your parents. I am, with great tiuth and 
'siffeilion, 

V M A D A M, 

Tour mflfaitbfuJ Frien^ . 

find bumbU Seri^mu 
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THERE 18 a certain pttfhn lately ar- 
rived at this city, whom it is vjery pro- 
per the world ihould be informed of. His 
charafter may perhaps be thought very incon- 
iiftent, improbable, and unnatural ^ howet^ 
I intend to draw it with theutmoft regard to. 
•truth. This I am the better qualified to do, 
becaufe he i$ a fort of dependant upon our fa- 
mily^ and abnoft of the fame age ; though I 
cannot direftly fay, I have tvfixfeen him. He 
Ha native oi this country, and hath lived 
long among us ; but what appears wonder- 
ful, and hardly credible, was never fcen be» 
fore^ by any mortal. 

It is. true indeed, he always chufes tht 
bnxjeft place in company ; and contrives it fo, 
to keep out of fight. It is reported however, 
that in his younger days he was frequently 
exfofed to 'vte^w^ but always againft his will, 
and was fore to /mart for it. 

At 
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As to his familyi he came into the world 
a younger brother, being of /i^ ^ildrcn the 
founh in order of (i) birth; of which the 
t\<\t^ is now head of the houfe ; the fecond 
;gid thijKi Q^rry^arms ^^ but the two youngeft 
are only footmen ; ibme indeed add, that he 
hath likewife a twin-brother, vyrho lives over- 
figainfl him and keeps a (i) <vlSudlling'houfe ^ 
hp hath the reputation to be a clofe^ griping^ 
fqueezinK fellow 5 and that, when his bags are 
JuU, he is often neeJy^i yet, when^the fit t^k^s 
him, as fail as he gets, he lets itjfy. 

When in qfficey no one difchargeth himfelf, 
or doth his bufinefs better. He hath fometimes. 
fir dined hard for an honeft livelihood ; and 
never got a /»//, till evejy body elfe had done. 

One pra6lice appears \tx^ blameable in him ; 
that every morning he privatelv fvequents un- 
clean houjesf where any modcil perion >yquld 
^lufli to be feen. 

Ai^d although this be genera}ly known, 
y^t the woi'ld, as cenforious as it is, hath 
been fp kind to overlook this infijJitity in him. 
To deal impartially j it muft be granted, that 
he is too great a lover of himfelf, an(l very 
-pften confults his own eafe at the expence of 
his beft friends : but this is one of his blmd' 
fides ; and the beft of men I fear a^'e not with- 
out them. 

He hath been conftituted by the higher pow;- 

,«irs in the ftation oi recei'ver-general, in which 

fmployment ibme have cenfured him for play- 

dngjafi. and looje. He is Ukpwife (yverjecr of 

• ■ the 
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tte golden mne,:, which he daily infpefleth, 
when his health will permit him. 

He w^s long bred under a (3) mafier of arts j 
who inftilled good principles in him, but thefe- 
1*rcre foon corrupted, I know riot whether 
rhis delerves mention ; that he is fo very ca- 
pricious, as to take it for an equal affront to 
talk either of ki^ng or kicking him, which. 
hath occafioned a thoufand quartels : how'. 
fever no body was ever Co great a fufferer for 
faults, which he neither ^vas, nor pofTibly 
could be guilty of. 

In his religion he h^th thus much of the 
quaker, that he ftands alivays co^jered, even 
in the prefence of the king ; in raoft other 
points a perfe6l (4) idolater, although he en- 
deavours to conceal it; for he is known to of- 
fer daily facrifices to certain fubterraneous 
TtympbSy whom he worfhips ih an humble f of- 
turt^ prone on his fh^e, and Jiriptjiart naked X 
and fo leaves his offerings behind him, ^hich* 
the (55 /irt^i of thofe goddeffes are careful 
bnough - to reniove upon certain feafons with 
the ittmolt 'pnvacy at midnight^ and fi'om 
th<*nce mainhiin themfelves and families. In," 
all ^ urgent neceffitids and prtj^ures he applies* 
himfdf to 'thefe ddties, and fomettmes even* 
ih i\\tf reets and /?(gi&-«iu<r>'/,'fj'om hrt'bpiijiori 
that thofe powers have an influence in all 
Jjlaces, although their peculiar refidence be in 
cnvems under ground. Upon thcfe occafwns 
tb€ faireft- ladies will not refufe to lend i^dv 
hands to alTift bim i Cor, although they are 

afharaed 
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afliamed to have him ften in their company* 
or even fo much as to near him named j yet it 
it well known, that he is one of their conftant 
follo'wers. 

In folitics, he always fubmits to what is 
ufpermofi : but he perufes pamphlets on both 
Jidhi with great impartiality, though feldom till 
eijery body elfe bath done nuttb them. 

His learning is of a mixed kind, and he 
may properly be called a helluo librorum or 
another Jacobus deVoragine 5 though his ftu- 
dies ai-e chiefly confined to fchoolmen, coTnmetp- 
tafors, and gtrman di'vines, together with wo- 
dern foetrj and critics ; and he is an atomic 
phllolopher. flrongly maintaining a void in 
nature, which he feems to have fairly proved 
by many experiments. 

I fhall now proceed to defcribe fome pecu- 
liar qualities, which in feveral inftances feem 
to diftingui(h this perfon from the common 
race of other mortals. 

His grandfather was a member of the rump 
parliament, as the grand/on is of the prefent, 
where he often rifes, foraetimes grumbles, but 
never /peaks. However he lets nothing pafs 
nxjiUinglyi but what is ^well digefted. His cou- 
rage is indjLT^utable, for he will take the boldeft 
man alive by the nofe. 

He is generally the ^r/? a-bed in the family, 
and the laji i/^ ;-' which is to be lamented ^ 
becaufe, when he happens to rife before the reft, 
it hath been thought to forebode fomc g$od 
fortune to hisfuperisrs. 

As 
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As wifdom'is acquired by age, fo by every 
new (6) turinkle in bis face he is reported to 
gain fome nenv knonvtedge. 

In him we may obferve the true effefts and 
confcquences of tyranny in a ftate : for, as he 
is a great opprejjor of all behm) him, fo there 
is no -body more opprejfed by thofe above him s 
yet in his time he hath been fo highly in fa- 
vour, that many Uluftrious perfons have been 
intirely indebted to him for t\i^\Y preferments. 

He hath difcovered from his own experience 
the true pointy wherein all human a6lions, 
projefts, and defigns do chiefly terfHinate ^ 
and how mean and fordid they are at the bot'- 
torn. 

' It behoves the public to keep him mtiei i 
for his frequent murmurs are a certain ngn of 
tntefline tumults. 

No philofopher ever lamented more the lux- 
ury, for which thefe nations are fo juftly tax- 
ed j it hath been known to coft him (7) t£ars 
of blood: for in his own nature he is far from 
htxfi^ prof ufg'y though indeed he never flays a 
night at "a gentleman's boufe without leaving 
fometbing behind him. 

He receives with great fubmiflion whatevqr 
his patrons think fit to give him 5 and when 
they lay heavy burthens upon him, which is 
frequently enough, he gets rid of them as 
foon as he ^an \ but not withoutyom^ labour 
and tnucb grumbling. 

He is a perpetual banger -on ; yet no-body 

knows how to be nvitbout him* He patiently 

fuffers himfcU: to be kept under, but loves to 

F b« 



74 THE-WO^N^DERFUE, jSfc. 
be well ufedy and in that cade will faaificehis 
'vitals to give you ea/f : and he has hardly 
*^one acquaintance, for \/hom he hath not been 
kottudi yet,, as far as we can find^ was never 
Juiown to lofe any thing by it. 

He is obierved to be very (8) unquiet in the 
company of a Frenchman in ne^w doatbs^ or> s 
young coquette. 

He is, in iUoxt, the fnbjefl: of much mirtb 
and raillery f which he feems to take well e^ 
nough i though it hath not been observed, 
that ever any g&od thing came from himfelf. 

There is fo general an opinion of his juftice» 
that fometimes very hard cafes are left to lus 
* d'ccifion ; and, while he//j upon them, he car* 
ws himi^lf exactly e*z/en hetuueen ^ hotb fides ^ 
except where ibme hmttty point arifes ; an4 
then he is obferved to lean a litde to the right 
or left MS the matter inclines him $ but his rea- 
fons for it are Co manifeil andconvincingi that 
eyery man approves them. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Gentle ReadcTj 

THoogh I am not inienfible how many thoDfiiAJ 
perfons have been, and ftill are, with great 
dexterity handlivg this fubje^l, and no Vth aware of 
what infinite rheatns of paper have been laid out upon 
it: however, in my opinion no man living nas 
touched it with greater nicety, and more delicate 
tnrns, than oor author. Biit becaufe there is ibme 
intended obPtenty in thk relation; and curiofity, 
ia^tttfitise oificrtts, nay peffibly Aot eater into the 

htttm 
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UttmmuAdtfih of tbefubjeft, it wis thougfbt not 
nopfoper to take off die WUr-and gain the rtadei'i 
hmmt by ialartlng hit Jight, Ab s enim tnu babti 
imimrmm^ mfiigmwantam. It is well knows^ that 
It has bees the policy of all does to deliver down 
mfmtgut iiibjc^ l»y enblcm and riddle, and not to 
latfer the knowledge of troth to be derived to m in 
fiai« and fimple tetmt, which are generally ai foon 
A w g o tt O B at coqonvcd. For this icaTon the btatbem 
idigion is moftly coached under mytboJogy, For the 
like fcaCao (tlija being a Fvmoamsmtai. in its 
kind) the andior has thooght fit to wvap up his trea- 
fvre in eUan limn, which it is our bufinefs to lay 
tfen, and let in a due light ; for I have obferveda up- 
on any accidental difcovery the leaft glmpfe has given 
a ^leat diveifion to the eager fpedator, as many la- 
dies could teftify, wnt tt frwper, or ttt cafe vfwU 



The politeft companies have vouchfafel to fmile 
at the bare name, and /bme people of fafhion have 
been ib little fcropulous of bringing if in flay, that 
it was the vfual faying of a knight and a man of 
good breeding, ttat, ^bcfuver be rtfe, bit a-fe rofi 
wtb bim^ 

NOTES. 

(i) He alludes to the mann^of our birth, the 
Ami/ and arms appearing before the poHeriors and the 
two feet, which he calls ^i footmen, 

\%) yiSuaUing-boufeJ] The belly, which receives 
and (bgefts our noorifhmen't, 

(3) Mafler ofarts,J Pcrfius « magifler artis, r«- 
gemi^me largiur denier, 

(4) Mater,'] AUiides to the facrifices offered by 
the JUmaat to the gpddefs Cleacina. 

F » (5) Prieflx,^ 
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(5) P"*fi''] Goid-findert, whopeifwintlMlrisC* 
fice in the night-time : but our author further feeait 
to have an eye to the cuftom of the heathen prieA* 
ftealing the otieriogs in the nighty of which fee 
■lore in the ftory of Bel/ and the Dragon, 

(6) lVrinkU.\ This refers to. a proverb— ^cv kavg 
9ne writikle in your a-fe more than you had befort^ . 

(7) Tears of hlood.'] Hemorrhoids^ according t» 
the phyficiansy are a frequent confequeace of tnten- 
ferance. 

(8) Unquiet. '\ Their taili being feneraUjoUenrei 
.t^bcmoftrcftleft. 
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WO N D E R 

OF ALL THK 

WONDERS, 

That ever the Wor ld wonderM at. 
To all Pcrfons of Quality and Others. 

NEWLY arrived at this city of DuhUfp 
the famous AtuAJobn Enumuef, Scboitx^ 
wfaoy to the .great Airpriie and fatisfa^ou of. 
all fpe£latoTS, is ready to do the following 
ivonderful performances } the like before ne- 
ver iema in this kingdom. 

He will heat a bar of iron red hot,, and 
tfmift it into a barrel of gunpowder before all 
the company^ and yet it ftiail not take ^e. 

He lets any gentleman charge a blunderbufs. 
with the fame, gunpowder, and twelve leaden 
bullets, which blunderbufs the faid artid: dif*- 
chai'ges fuU in the face of the faid company^ 
without the leaft hurt, the bullets fticking.in 
the wall behind them. 

He takes any gentiemanV own fword, and 

mns it through the faid gentleman's body, io 

that tiie point appears bloody at. the bade .to 

F J, all 
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all the fpeflators ; then he takes ont the Cmurd, 
wipes it clean, and retornt it to the owfter, 
wh* receives no mannec o£hurt. 

He takes a pot of fcalding oyl, and throws 
it by great ladlesrfull dfreoJy at the ladies^' 
without fpoiling their cloaths or burning their 
ikins. 

He takes any perfon of qtiality^s child from 
two years old to fix, and lets the child^s own. 
father or mother take a pike in their handa; 
then the artift takes the child in his arms^ and 
tbfled it upon the point of the pike, where it 
fticks to'the great fati^fadion of sdl fpefla- 
tors i and^ is then fakm off w\thoilt ib mtidk 
as a hole in its cOat. 

He mounts upon a fcafFold juft over the 
fpe€k^toVii and from thence throws down a 
ereat quantity of large tiles and ftones, whidi 
nUl like fo many pillows, without fb much air 
difcompofrng either perukes or head-drefles. 

He takes any perfon of quality Uf to the 
faid fcaifold, which perfon pulls off his fhoes^ 
and leaps nine feet direaiy down on a board 
prepstred on purpofe, lull of fiiarp (pikes fix 
inches long, wi&out hurting his teet or da-^ 
mwng his ftockings. 

He places the faid board on a chair, upott 
w^ich a ladv (its down with another lady in 
her lap, while the fpikes, inilead of entering 
into the imder lady's deik, will feel like a 
velvet cufhion. 

He takes any perfon of quality's footman^ 
tyes a rope about his bare neck, aiid drawa 
hhn up by puUies to the deling, and fbere» 

keeps 
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'htepi him hanging as longv at hitr mailer or 
tfat company pleafes, the laid footman to thtf 
wonder and delight of all beholders havinn^ 
a pot of ale in one hand and a pipe in the 
€i»er J and, when he is let down, .Acre will 
not appear die leaft mark of the cord iiboDxt 
tis neck. , 

He bids a lady*s maid put her finger into 
a cup of clear liquor like water, upon Vhich 
^r race and both her hands are immediately 
withered like an old woman of fovrfcore, her 
belly fwells as if ihe were within a week of 
'lier time, and h«r le^s are as thick as mill- 
jiofts ; but upon puttmg her finger into ano- 
ther cup fhe becomes as young and handfbme, 
as fhe was before. 

He gives any gentleman leave t6 drive forty 
rtwehrcr-pcnny naih Up to the head in a por- 
ter's backfide, and then places the faid porter 
on k loadftone chair^ which draws out every 
nail,- and the porter fceh no pain. 

He likewife draws the teeth* of half a dozen 
gentlen[ien, mixes, and jumbles them in a 
*nat, giit^ any perfon leave to blindfold him, 
and returnVeacn their own, and fixes them as 
•well as ever, v 

With his fore^ger and thumb he thrufb. 
ieveral gentlemen's aluj ladies eyes out of their 
heads without the leafl^ain, at which time 
they fee an unfpeakable nuiinber of beautiful 
colours ; and, after they are entertained to the 
full, he places them again in their proper foc- 
kets. without any damage to the fight, 

F 4 He 
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He lets any gentleman drink a quart of hot 
melted lead, and by a draught of prepared li- 

auor» of which he takes parthimfeJfy he makes 
ie faid lead pafs through the faid gentleman 
tiefore all the f]>e£lators without any damage j 
after which it is produced in a cake to the 
company. 

With many other wonderful peiibimances 
of art^ too tedious here to mention. 

The faid artift has performed before moft 
kings and princes in Europe with great ap- 
pUufe. 

He performs every day (except Sundays) 
from teiyf the clock to one, in the forenoon ; 
and from four till feven in the evenings at the. 
new inn in SmitbfieU. 

The firft feat a Briiijh crown, the fecond a 
Briti/b half-crown, and the loweft a Britijb 
ihilhng, 

S. B. The beft haids in town are to play 
at the faid ihow. 
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Preventing the children of poor people in 
Ireland from being a burden W their 
farenti or country^ and for making them 
beneficial to the public* 

IT is a melancholy objeft to thofe, who walk 
through this great town, or travel in the 
country, when they fee the JlreetSj the rvaJs 
and cMttt'doors crowded with beggars of the 
female fex, followed by three, tour, or fix* 
children, /z//w rags^ and importuning every 
paflenger for an alms. Thefe mothers^ in- - 
ftead of being able to work for their honeft 
• livelihood, a^'e forced to employ all their time 
in ftroling to beg fuftenance for their belplefs 
infants^ who, as they grow up, either turn 
thieves for want of work, or leave their dear' 
native country to fight for the pretender in Spain , 
©r fell themfelves to the Barbadoes, 
' I think it is agreed by all paities, that this 
prodigious number of children in <he arms, or 
•n the backs, or at the heels of their mothers, 
F ^ and 
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agid frequently of theivfatbefs^ is in the fre^ 
jent deplorable fiate of the kingdom a very great 
additional grievance ; and therefore wholev^ 
could find out a fair, cheap, and eafy method 
pf making thefe children ibund and ufeful 
^members of the common- wealth, would dc- 
ietrt fa well of the publici -as to-lavr lits fta« 
tue fet Mp for a preierver of the nation. 

But my intention is very far from being 
confined to provide only for the children of 
profejfed beggars ; it is of a much greater ex- 
tent, and fhall take in the whole number o£ 
infants ^ a certain age, wh<^ are b4im of pa- 
rents in effeft as little able to fupport them, 
as thdfe who demand our charity in the ftreeu. 
As to my own "part, having turned my 
thoughts for many years upon this important 
fubfe^y and matui-ely weighed the feveral 
fcbemes of our frojedors, I have always foun4 
them groily miftaken in their computati-> 
on. It is true, a child Ji^ dropt from its 
dam may be fupported by her milk for a iblar 
yeai', with little other nouri(hment : at molk 
not above the value of two (hillings, wfakfii 
the mother may certainly get, or the value ia 
fcrapSy by her lawful occupation of begging i 
and it is exa^ly at one year old that I propofe 
to provide for tnera in fuch a manner, as inftead 
of being a charge uDon their /^iv»//, or the 
parijby or * ^wanting food and raiment for the 
reft of their lives, they fliall, on tlie contra- 
ry, contribute to the feeding, and partly te 
! the doathing of many thou(ands» 

There 
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Thef e is Mkewiie another greM advantage 
'in. my khsme, tUat it wiU prevent thofe va- 
UmUtry abariiouSf and that horrid pra6kice of 
•Lcroflvcv aurdering their baflard cbiUreJh a^^s I 
too frequent among us, facrificing the foor 
vmocent ftabu, 1 doubt more to avoid the ex- 
pence ihan the fliame^ which would move 
tears and pity in the moft favage and iahu- 
man bcea(L 

The number of fouls in this kingdom being 
u&ally reckoned one milliofi and a half, of 
thefe I cakulate there may be about twohun* 
dred thoufand couple, whofe wives are hree* 
dors; from which number I fubdlaA thirty 
thou£uid couple, who are able to maintain. 
their own children, (although I apprehend- 
there cannot be fo many under the prefent dif", 
trefs of the kitigd$m) but, this being granted, 
there will remain an hundi^d and feyenty 
thotrfand breeders. I again fubtrafk fifty 
thoufand for thofe women, who mifcarry, or, 
whofe children die by accident or difeafe with-, 
in the year. There only remain an hundred 
and twenty thoufiuid children of poor parents 
annually bom. The queftion therefore is. 
How this number fhall be reared and provid- 
ed for ? whfch^ as I hare already faid, under 
the prefent fituation of affairs is utterly im- 
pofllble by all the methpds hitherto {Mropofed^ 
For we can neither employ them in handicraft 
or agriculture ; we neither build houfes, (I 
mean in the country) nor cultivate land s they 
can very felsiom pick up a livelihood hy fieai^ 
urjy till. they amve at fix years old, except 
JF 4 where 
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Where they are of towardly part» ; although 
I confefs they learn the i'udiin€nt$4nuch ear- 
lier ; during which time they can however be 
properly •looked upon only as probatiomrs^ 
as I have been intormed by a principal gen- 
tleman in the county of Cavan^ who proteft- 
ed to me, that he never knew above one or two 
inftances under the age of fix, even in a part 
of the kingdom fo renowned for the qutckfft 
proficiency in that art* 

I am affured by our merchants, that 'a boy 
or a girl before twelve years old is no ialeable 
commodity 5 and even when they come to this • 
age they will not yield above three pounds, 
or three pounds and half a crown at moft^.oo 
the exchange ; Which cannot turn to account 
either to the parents or kipgdom, the change 
of nutriment and rags having been at leaft 
four times that value. 

I (hall now therefore humbly propofe my 
own thoughts, which I hope will not be lia- 
ble to the leaft obje6tion. 

I have been affured by a very knowing 
American of my acquaintance in London^ that 
a young healtny child, well nurfed, is at a 
year olda moft delicious nourilhing and whole- 
fome food, whether ^fowi, roafiedf baked y or 
boiled ; and I make no doubt that it will e* 
qually ferve in ?ifrict^ee or a ragouft. 

I do therefore humbly offer it to public cnn" 
Jideraticnt that, of the hundred and twenty 
thoufand children already computed, twenty 
thoufand may be refervcd for breed, whereof 
^1% one fourth part Xq be male^ i which i& 

more 
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nore'dian Weallow.to/^ff^ blatk catiU, or 
fwine^ andmyreafon is, that thcfe' chiidreti 
2U« feldom the fmts of marriage, a circum'*^ 
./lance not much reMrdid b^ our /a^vageSyHntre" 
fore/ one nude wul be fufficient to ferve four^ 
females. That the rema^ining hundred thou- 
fand may> at a year old» be. offered in fale to 
the perfons of quality znd fortune through the 
kingdom ; .always advifing the mother to let . 
them fuck plentinilly iii the laft month, ib as to 
render them plump, and fat for a good table* . 
A child will make two difhes at an entertain^ 
ment for friends ; and, when the family dines 
alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a rea- 
fbnabledifli; and, feMbnedwith a little pepper- 
or fait, will be very good boiled on the fourth' 
day, efpecially in nvinter* 
' I have reckoned upon a medium, that a 
child juft born will weigh 12 pounds, and in 
a folar year, if tolerably nurfed, will incieaie^ 
to ^% pounds. 

I grant this food will be fomewhat dear, 
and Bierefore very proper for landhrdsy who^ 
as they have already devoured mod of the 
parents, feem to have the bed title to the chil* 
di-en. 

Infants fleih will be in feafbn throughout 
the year, but more plentiful in Marcbf and a 
little before and after j for we are told by a 
gra^^e author, an eminent French phyfician, 
that,^^ being a prolifcJietf there are more chiU 
dren born in Roman Catholic countries abonit 
nine months after Lent, than at any other Tea- 
Ton I therefore reckoning a year, after X^irr, 

the 
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the marhi9t» wiU be more fl^md thsm tifual^ 
tuecaufe the number of ppp^tinfimU U at leak 
thfee fe9 one in thh kin^QBH i a^id therefore 
it will have one other collateral advantage by 
lefleniag the number of pafifs aioong us. 

I have already computed the charge of nurf- 
iBg a beggar's child (in which lift I reckon 
all cattagtrJi lahureu^ and four-fifthe of the 
fmtmtts) to fae about tw» (hillings /«r ««»«»» 
rage included { and I believe no gentleman 
yrould repine to give ten ihillings for the car^ 
cafs (fa good fat cbiidp which, as I have faid, 
will make four difhee -of excdknt nu^itive 
meaty when he hath only fome particular 
friend or his own family to, dine with hinu. 
Thus the %uire will learn to be a good land- 
lord, and grow popular among his tenants i 
theniother will have eight. (hillings neat pro« 
fit, and be fit for wosk, till ihe produces ano-i^ 
ther child.. 

Thofe, who are more thrifty (as I mn/tcon* 
Ms \be times require) m^ fk^ the carcaft 5 
the ikin of which artificial dre(red will make 
admirable glo*vesfor ladles^ and fummer boots 
ifir fine geailemetu 

As to our city of Dublin^ ihambles may be 
affotntcd ^r this purpofe in the moft conve- 
me(nt parts of it» and butchers we may be af' 
ibred will not be wanting ; although I rather 
Ttconunend buying the children alive, ^and 
, Axt^f^ them hot from the knife, as we do 
roaft'mg.p^j. • 

A very worthy perfon, a true l^ver of bis 
Muatjyy and whole firtues I liighJy efteemed. 
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^iiat httfy pleafed in di(coiir&ig on thi» mat- 
ter to d&r a refinement upon my fcheine. He 
fai^ tfaaty niaay gentlemen of thi& kingdom 
haring oi la^ deSroyed their ^er, he coa- 
ceiTed that the want oi veniion might be w^l 
Ibpplied hj the bodies of young lads and maid- 
CB^, not exceeding fourteen years of agey 
nor under twelve i fo g^eat a number of both 
lt3R» ID every county being now readv to ftarra 
fer want of woric. and ftrviee : and tnefe to be 
Sfyo&d of by their parents if alive, or other* 
VR& by tbek neareil relations. But vf ith due 
dcfereiKe to To excellent a friend^ and fo dc*. 
IcTvetg a patriot, I cannot be altogether in 
bis&tftiBkents^ for, as to the males, my Ami* 
riant acqoaintaBce aflii^ed me from frequent* 
experience^ that their fl^ih was gene^ly 
tough and lean, like that of oiur fchoolrboySf, 

acootinnal exercife^ and their taiike difagr^e- 
€, and to fatten them would not anfwev 
the charge* Then as to the females it would^ 
I think with humble fubmiflion, bi a lofs to 
ih paifUc, becauiii they ibon would become 
bfecders themfelves ; and be£des it is not im- 
probable that fome fcrupulous people might 
be apt to cenfnre fuch a pra^lice^ (although^ 
indeed very nnjuftly) as a littie bordering 
upon cruelty ; which, I confefs, hath always 
beexKwithme the Ibongeft'obje^ion agatnft 
any proje^b, how well ibever intended. 

But, in order to juftify my friend, he cOn<r 
fefifed, that this expedient was put into his 
head by the famous Salmanaazor, a native of 
the ifbiDd Formofa, who came from thence to 

LottdOM 
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London above twenty years ago, tind in cott- * 
vcrfation told my friend, that in his comitiy^ 
when any young perfon happened to be pat 
to death J the executioner (old the cai^cafs to 
pgrfons of quality as a prime dainty j aitd that • 
in his time the body of a plump girl of fif- 
teen, who was crucified for an attempt to 
poifon the emperor, was fold to his imperial 
tnajeflft frirfte minifter offlate^ and other great 
mandarines of the Court, in joints from' the 
gibbet at fo«r hundred crowns. Neither in- 
deed can I deny, that if the fame ufe were ' 
made of feveral plump young girls in thi« 
town, who without one tingle groat to their 
fortunes cannot ftir abroad without a chair, 
and appear at a pldy-boufe and ajfemblies in fi>- 
reign fineries which they never wiH pay for, 
the kingdom would not be the worfe. 

Some perfons of a defponding fplrit are in 
great concern abotst that vaft number of poor 
people^ who are aged, difeafed, or maimed j 
and I have been defired to employ my thought*, 
whatcourfe may be tak^n to eafe the nation 
of fo grievous an irtctrmbi*ance. But I am 
not in the leaft pain upon that matter, be- 
caufe it is vei-y well known, "that they are c- 
very day dyings and rotting, by caid and fn^ 
mine, and flth and vermin, as faft as can be 
reafonably expefted. And, as to the young 
labourers, they are now in aimoft as hopeful 
a condition •. they cannot get work, and con- 
fequently pine away for want of nourifhinent, 
to a degree, that, if at anytime they are acci- 
dentally hired to commoa labour, they have not 

ftrength 
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ftrength to t>erform it ; and thus the countiy 
and themfelves are happily delivered from the 
evils to come* 

I have too long digjceffedj and therefore 
ihall return to my £ubje6l. I think the ad« 
vaAtages by the propofal, which I have made, 
are obvious and many, as well as of the 
higheft im|>oriance. 

For firfi^ as I have already obferved, it 
would greatly leflen the number ofpapiftSi with, 
whom we are yearly over-run, being the prin- 
cipal breeders of the nation, as well as our 
moft dangerous enemies, and who ftay at 
home on purpofe to deliver the kingdom to the 
pretender^ hoping to take their advantage by 
the abfence of Jb many good frotefic^nts^ who 
have chofen rather to leave then* country, than 
ftay at home and pay tithes againn their con« 
fcience to an epifcopal -curate. r . 

• Secondly^ the pporer tenants will have fome^ 
thing valuable of their own, which by law 
may be made liable to a diftrefs, and help to, 
pay their landlord's rent{ their corn and cat-, 
tie being already feized, and money a thing 
unknoRjm* 

Thirdfys whereas the maintenance of an hun** 
dred thoufand children, from two years old , 
and upwards, cannot be computed at lefs than , 
ten (hillings a piece per annum^ the nation's . 
dock will be thereby increafed fifty thoufand 
pounds per a^num^ befides the profit of a new. 
diih introduced to the tables of all gentlemen 
of fortifne inithp kingdom, who have any re-, 
fiijement in tafte. And the money will cir- 
culate 
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^ate amolig ourfelves, the goods being itt<« 
tirely of oar own growth and manufa^hire. 

Fourthly^ the conftant breeders^ befides tiie 
gain of eight ihillings fterling ftr anmim by 
the fale of their cbildten, will be xid of the 
charge of maintaining them after the fir& 
year. 

Fifthly, this £aod would Kkewife %ring gr^ 
aiftom to tan;emsi where the vintners will 
certainly be fo prudent as to procure the beft 
xtceipts for orefiing it to perfeStion, and con- 
fequentlyhave their houfes freauented by alt 
define gmiUmeXf who juftly value themfelvetf 
u{>on their knowledge in good eating ^ and a- 
ikilful cooky who underftands how to oblige 
his guc^Sy will contrive to make it as expen- 
£ve as they pleafe. 

Sixtbfy,^ this would be a great inducement 
to maiTiage, which all wiie nations have ei^ 
tfier encouraged by rewards, or enforced by 
laws and penalties, ft would increafe mt 
care and tendemefs of mothers towards their 
children, when they were fore of a iettlemene 
for life to the poor babes, pFwided in &tr€ 
fort by the public, to their annual profit inftcad^ 
«f expence. We ihbuld foon fee an honefl: 
emulation among the married wonocn, 'tahici 
if them could bring the fattefi cbHd to the mat^ 
ket. Men would become as fond of their 
wives during the time of their pregnancy, a^ 
they arc now of their Marer in foal, their 
rowj in calf, or fiws when they are jrcady to 
iuPTowj nor offer to beat or kick them {at 
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m toojri^^femf a practice) for fear 'of a aif-* 
carnage 

Many odier advantages might be eniimcra* 
ted. For inftance^ the addition of iome thou-* 
fuad cavcafies in our exportation of barreled 
beef: the fwop^ation of fwktes pjhy and 
impnyfemeat in the art of making good bmcon^ 
S» waaack wanted among ns by the great de« 
tbnSdom of p^i, too frequent at our taUes { 
ivliich are no way comparable in tafte or mag- 
Bificeoce to a well grown, fat^ yearly child^ 
wiiicb roafted whole will make a conuderable 
figure at a krd tnajfer^s fiaftf or anv other . 
^«blk enteitatnment. But thk, and many 
othirSy I omit^ being ftudious of brevity. 

Snp^ofing that one thottfand families in this 
oty wo^ild be conftant cuftoroers for infanta 
flesi» befidea others who might have it at 
Mterry meitimgi^ particularly at <widdings and 
€brifiiwa^Sf I compute that DuHitf would take 
off annually about twentv thoufand caijcafles i 
9oA the res of the kingdom Twhere probably 
Aey will be Ibid Ibmewhat cheaper) the re« 
inaining eighty thousand. 

I can thmk of no o{ie objedixmy that will 
ipofiibly be ratfed againft this propofal, tmlefa 
at iboold be urged, that the number of peo- 
Iptewiil be thereby much leiTened in the king- 
dom. This I freely own^ and tt was indeed 
one principalrdefign in offering it to the world. 
I deiire the reader will obferve, that I calcu- 
late my remedy ybr this one iudivUiual king" 
dtm ^ I&SLAND, and form Qther tbut e^ver 
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*iviiSy is, or 9 Ifbiuk^ enjer can be ufoff earths 
Therefore let no man talk to me of other ec- 
pedients : of taxing 9ur abfenUiS at Jvvejbd^ 
tings a pound t of ufing neither chatbs, mor 
houjhold furniture^ except nvbat is of <wr onvm 
growth and manufacture : of utterly rejeSimg 
the materials /ind injlruments^ that promote fm-- 
reign luxury: of curing the expenfovenefi «f 
pride, ^vanity, idlenejs, and gaming in our «»-• 
men: of introducing a vein cf parfimoi^y prm" 
dence and temperance : of learning to love msr^ 
country f in the ^want of tuhicb *tae differ s^^em 
from Laplanders, ^m</ the inbabitamtt efi 
TopiN AMBOO : of quitting our afthmofties mmd 
faSlions, nor aSHng any longer like the Jews, 
<w;A» nuere murdering § te 4inother at the ifery Mo* 
went their city ivas taken : of beit^ a little kuu*' 
tious not to/ell our country and confciences f(Bt\ 
nothing : of teaching landlords to ba*ue at iea/l' 
one degree of mercy towards their iemamtSm' 
Laftly,^ of putting a jpirit-cf honefyy indufirt^' 
andfkiil into our /hop- keepers, *whot if a rifdn*- 
tion could now be taken to buy only our native 
goods ^ nvould immediately unite to cheat andex^i^ 
aSf upon us in the' price ^ the -meafure, and Ae 
goodnefsy nor could ever yet be brought to ptake' 
one fair propofal of juft dealing, though ^iem 
and earneflly incited to it. 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to use • . 
of thefie and the like expedients *, till he hatk • 

at 
i • Thcfe expedtenti had b«en propdfcd befow, 
fome of them by rhe Dtan, and to urge the pr»£Noe 
of them byjbewing the only alternative feemt to hm 
hsta the defiga of this paper« 



TO THE PUBLIC. \ 93 

at fcaft fome glimpfc of hope, t^iat there will 
ever be fome hearty and fincere attempt to 
jmt them in fra^tce. 

But, as to myfelf, having been wearied out 
Ibr many years with offering vain, idle, vifi- 
onary thoughts, and at length utterly defpair- 
ing of fuccefs, I fortunately fell upon this 
propofal ; which, as it is wholly new, fo it 
hath fbmething /blid and real, ot no expence 
and little trouble, full in our own power, 
and whereby we can* incur no danger in dif- 
^hiighig 'EsGhAVD. For this kind of com- 
XRodxty will not bear exportation, the flefh be- 
ing of too tender a coniiftence to admit a long 
continuance in fait, although perhaps I could 
name la country , twbicb nusidd be glad te eaf up 
9wr tvbale nation 'without ;/. 

After all, I am not fo violently bent upon 
iny own opinion as to reje(5l any offer propo- 
fed by wife men, which (hall be found equal- 
ly innocent, cheap, eafy, and effeftual. But 
biefore fomething of that kind fhall be ad- 
vanced in contradiftion to my fcheme, and 
ofe-ing a better, i defire the author or au- 
tbor$ will be pleafed maturely to confider two 
points. Firft^ as things now ftand, how they 
will be able to find food and raiment for a 
hundred thouland ufelefs mouths and backsb 
AnAfecofiJlj'f there being a round million of 
creatures in human figure throughout this 
kingdom, whoi'e whole fubfiftence put into % 
common ftbck would leave them in debt two 
mrilions-of pouiKis^/T/iw^, adding thofe, who 
arc beggars by profcflion, to the bulk of far- 
3 mers. 
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mers, cottagers and labourers ^tk tfcdr 
wives and children, who are hegg9r% in df- 
fc8t i I defire thofe politiciant who dillike mj 
overture, and may perhaps be fo bold t» at- 
tempt an anrwer, that they will fii-ft a& ^ 
parents of Uiefe mortals, whether th^ would 
not at this day thifik it a great happmeis to 
have been fold for food at a year <Hd, ia tk 
manner I prefcrlbe, and therd»y hare avoided 
inch a perpetual fcene of jnlsfertmics, as diey 
have fince gone' through, by the ^frgfym tf 
landlords^ die impoj/ibuity of paying rem qjuidh 
eut money or trade^ the ^nMmt if amuaomftifi^ 
nemte^ with neither hmife nor cloatbi to oovcr 
them from the inclemencies of the weaEthcr, 
and the moft inevitable proJpeS if^inaUitqr At 
Ukey or greater mifcries, upon their br§gdfK 
ever* 

I profeft in the (incerity of my heart, that 
I have not the leaft peribnal intereft in endea- 
vouring to promote this neceiiary.work, har- 
ing no other motive dkan the puh&cgimd^ 
my country^ by advancing our trade, pr9vidkig 
for infants^ relieving the poor, amd giving fime 
pleafure to the rich. I have no children, by 
which I can propofe to get a fingle penny ; 
the youngeft being nine years old, and my 
wi(e paft child-bearing. 
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HE PI BAeOTS. 

/ 

CHAP. I. 

IT hatii been long (my dear countrymen} 
the.fubje6l of my concern and fm-prife, 
that whereas numberlefs .poets, critics, and 
orators have compiled and digened the art of 
ancient poefy, there hath not rifen among us 
one perfon fb public-fpirlted, as to pertorni 
the like for the modem. Although it is uni- 
verfally known, that our every way indulhi* 
OU6 modems, both in the weight of their 
vnrjtings, and in the velocity of their judg- 
ments, do fo infinitely excel the faid.ancients. 
Neverthelefs, too true it is, that while a 
plain and direSt road is paved to their v^oqr 
or fublime; no track has been yet chalked 
out to arrive at our fidOou or profund. The 
latins, as they came between the greeks and 
usi make ufe of the word atrtuJo, which im- 
plies equally heighth and depth. Wherefbrr 
confidering with no finall grief, how many 
proaiifing geniuses of this age are wandering 
(as I may fay) in the dark without a guide, I 
kave undertaken this arduous but neceflary 
ta(k, to lead them, as it were, by the hand, 
and flep« bv ftep, the gentle- down- hill way 
to the. bathos i the bottom, the end, the cen« 
, J tral 
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tral point, the nan plus ultraj of jU-ue modem 
poefy 1 

When I confidcr (my dear countiymen) 
the extent, fertility, and populbtifners of our 
lowlands of Parnalfus, the flourilhing ftate 
of our trade, and the plenty of our manufac- 
ture ; there are two reflections, which admi- 
niiler great occafion of furprlfe ; tlie one, 
that all dignities and Jionours (hould be be- 
ftowed upon the exceeding few meagre inha- 
bitants of the top of the mountain ; the other, 
that our own nation fhould have arrived to 
that pitch of grcatnefs it now poflefles, with- 
out any regular fyftera of laws. As to the 
firft, it is with great pleafure I have obferved 
of late the giadual decay of delicacy and re- 
finement among mankind, who, are become 
too reafonable to require, that we fhould la- 
bour with infinite pains to come up to the 
tafle of thefe mountaineers, when they with- 
out any may condefcend to ours. But, as we 
have now an unqueftionable majority on our 
fide, I doubt not but we fhall (hortly be able 
to level the highlanders, and procure a far- 
ther vent for our own produd, which is al- 
ready fo much reliihed, encoui*aged, and re- 
warded by the nobility and gentiy of Great 
Britain. * » 

Therefore, to fupply our former defcft, I 
purpofe to colleft the fcattered rules of our 
art into regular inflitutes from the example; 
^and praftice of the deep genius's of bur na- 
'tion ; imitating herein my predecef&rs, the 
mafter of Alexander ^ and the fecretary of the' 

renowned * 



•7 SINKING IN POETRY. 97 

renowned Zenobia 1 and in this my undertak- 
ing I am the more animated, as I expert more 
fuccefs than has attended even thofe great cri- 
tics ; iince their laws, though they might be 
good, have ever been Hackly executed, and 
their precepts, however lliicl, obeyed only 
by fits, and by a very fmall number. 

At the fame time I intend to do juftice 
upon our neighbours, inhabitants of the up- 
p«r Pamajfus \ who taking advantage of the 
rifing ground are perpetually throwing down 
rubbifti, dirt, and ftoncs upon us, never fiif- 
fering us to live in peace. Tbefe men, while 
they .enjoy the cryftal ftream of helicon, envy 
us our common water, which (thank our ftars) 
though it is fomewhat muddy, flows in nmch' 
greater abundance. Nor is this the greateft 
injuftice that we have to complain of: for 
though it is evident, that we never made the 
leall attempt or im*oad into their territories, 
but lived contented in our native fens ; they 
have often not only committed petty larce* 
nies upon our bordei-s, but driven the coun- 
try and carried off at once whole cart-loads 
of our manufacture ; to reclaim fome of which 
ftolen goods is part of the defign of this treatife. 

For we fhail fee in the courfe of this work, 
that our greateft adyerfaries have fometimes de- 
fended towards us, and doubtlefs mijKht now 
and then have arrived at the bathos itielt, l)ad it 
not been for that miftaken opinion they all 
entertained, that the rules of the.tncieott 
were equally necefTaiy to the moderns.^ «th^ 
vliich they cannot be a moire grieYOUS.en:pry 
• G as 
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^ will bt amply proved in the foUowiag di£- 
courfe. 

And indeed when any of theic hfive gone 
fo far, »s by the light or their own genius to 
attempt new models, it is wonderful to ob- 
ferve, how nearly they have approached us 
in thofe particular pieces: though in their 
others they differed toto cceh from us. 

CHAP. n. 

Ifbat the bathos^ orprrfuud^ is the nstitral taftt 
rfmoMt and in particular of the prefntt age, 

TH £ tafte of the bathos is implanted by 
natune itfelf in the foul of man $ till, 
perverted by ouilom oi* example, he is taught^ 
AT rather compelled to relifli iheJubUme, Ac- 
cordingly, we fee the unprejudiced minds of 
children del^ht only in fuch produdions, and 
in fuch images, as our true modem writers 
fet before them. I have obferved, how faft 
the general tafle is returning to this iirft Hm- 
plicity and innocence : and, if the intent of 
all poetry be to divert and inftroS, certainly 
that kind, which diverts and inftruds th^ 
greateft mmbery is to be preferred. Let us 
Took round among the admicers of poetry ^ 
we Ihall find thofe, who have a tafte of the 
fiitiime^ to be very fewj but the profiutd 
ftrikes uaiverially, and is adapted to «very 
cw^citjf. It is a fruitlefs undei'taking to 
(write for men of a nice x and foppiih gufto, 
whom after aQil is almoft impoiibie to pleafe'i 

and 
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and it is ftill more chimerical to write for pos- 
terity, of whoie tafbe we cannot make any 
judgmenty and whoft apjilaufe We can never 
enjoy. It nitift be confefled^ ourwiftr au« 
tixors have a prelent end, ^ 

Their true defign ia profit or gaiti; in older 
to acquire whidi» it is neceflary to pYocure 
applauie by adsniniftering pleaiure to thcrea-r 
der: frt>m whence it follows denoAftrably^ 
dmt their produ^ionft rauft be fuited to the. 
frgfint tafte; And I cannot but congratulato 
our ^e on this peculiar felicity, that, though 
we have made indeed great progteTs in all 
other branches of luxury^ vre are not yet 
debauched with afiy hi^h rtlifli in poetryi but 
are in this one tafto lets nice than our aitcef- 
tors. If ftn art is to be estimated by its fuc« 
eefs, I ^peal to experience, whether- there 
have ^t been^ in proportion to their num* 
ber, as raatty ftarving good poets, as bad 
ones ? 

Neverthelefs, inm^ng gain the principal 
end of our ait, far be it from me to exclude 
any great geniuses of rtmk evfartmne from di- 
verting themielves this way. They ought to 
be praifed no lefs than tho^ princes, who 
pafs their vacant hours in iome ineenious me- 
chanical or manual art. And to hich as theie 
it would be ingratitude not to own, that our 
art has been mAn infinitely indebted* 

G % CHAa 
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CHAP. III. 
5^# metfity of the bathos pbxfically confidered. 

FArthermore, it were great ciiielty and 
injufttce, if all fucb authors, as eannot 
write in the other way, were prohibited from 
writing at all. Againft this 1 draw an argti-^* 
ment from what feems to me an undoubted 
phyfical maxim ; that foitry is a natural- of 
morbid J€cr$tim front the brain. As I would* 
not fuddenly ftop a cold in the head, or dry- 
up my neighbours ifTue, I would as little hin- 
der him- from neceflary writing. It may be 
affirmed with great trutii, that there is hardly 
any human creature paft childhood » but, at? 
one time or other, has had' fbme poetical eva-' 
cuation, and no queltion was raueh the bet- 
ter for it in his health ; fo true is the layingf 
nafdmur foeta. Therefore is the defire of 
writing properly termed pturituSj the ** titil- 
ktionot the gtenerattv^. faculty pf the brain,** 
and the perfon is faid to conceive 5 now'fuch» 
as conceive muift bring forth.' I have known 
a man thoughtful, mek(neh6ly^ and raving 
for divers days, who forthwith grew woft- 
deifully eafy, lightfome, and chearful, upon 
a difchar^ of the peccant humour in exceed- 
ing purulent metre. Nor can I queftion, but 
abundance of untimely deaths are occafioned 
for want of this laudable vent of unruly paf- 
fiohs : yea, perhaps, in pdkr wretches (which 
is very lamentable) for mere want of pen, ink, 
^. . . '^ V !'' and 
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and ps^P^* From hence it follows^ that a 
fuppremon of the very word poetry is of dan- 
gerous confeqUekice to the ftate. , We find 
by experience, that the fame humours whi€h 
▼ent ttiemfelves in fummer in ballads and ibn- 
netSy aie condenied by the winter's cold into 
punphlett and ifieeches for and againft tiie 
mimftry : nay,. I know not, but many tkncs 
a piece of poetry may be the mofi innocent: 
compofition of a mimfter himiclf. 

It is therefore aumifeft, that medhcrity ought 
to be allowed^ yea indulged, to the good iw>- 
]eSts of England. . Kor can I oonoeive ho«f 
the world hat fwallowed the contrary as a 
maxim upon the fingk authority of * Horace. 
Why (hcmld the gSdcn mean, and quintef. 
fence of aU virtues, be deemed fb offenfive in 
this art ? or coolnefs or mediocrity be ib, ami- 
able a quality in a man, and fo dcttftable in 
apoetf 

However, far be it from me to compara 
thefe writers with thole great fpirits, who are . 
bom with a tdvaciU de pefiimtatr, or (as an 
Ei^li/b author calls it) an <^ alacrity of fmk- 
iag f s'* and who by ftrength of nature alone 
can excel. All I mean, is to evince the ne- 
ceffity of rules tc^'theie lefler genius's, as well 
aa the uiefuineft of them to ue gnnter. 



mMedioerihit ife pottit 



N«Hdiit nonbomne$f etc, Hoa* 

t Spoken by Falfiaff of hiaiclf, in Skakefpetr't 
meby wives of fVindjor, 

Ox CHAP. 
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. . CHAP. IV. 

^at there is an art qf the bathos i or profunda \ 

W£ come now to pro^e,^ tfaa« there is an 
art of finking infoetty. Is there not 
an architedure of vaults -and cellars^ as well 
as of lofty domes and pyramids \ Is there not 
a3 much fldli and labour in making ditches, 
as in raifing ' mounts ? Is.therrnot an art of 
diving as well as of 'flying ? and will any fo^ 
her 'pra^itioner afHrm> that a divine^ engine 
is not of fmgttlar ufe in making him long-t^ 
winded, aiHftia^ his defcent, andftirnifhing 
him with more mgenious means of keeping 
under water ? 

If we fearch the authors- of antiquity, w« 
(hall find as few to have been diftingui/hed ii>. 
the tntc frofund^ as in this tnxt Jhblme, And 
the very fj^me thing (as it appears from Lon- 
ginus) had- been imagined of that, as now of 
this : namely, iJiat it was intirely the gift of 
nature.* I grant, that to excel in the bathes z 
genius is requifitc 5 yet the rules of art muft 
be ullowed fo far ufefui, as to add weight, or, 
as I may. fay, hang-on lead to facilitate and 
enforce our defcent, to guide us to the raoft 
advantageous declivities, and -habituate -ot^r 
imagination to a depth of thinking. Many 
there are that can fall, but few Can arrive at 
the felicity of falling gi*acefully 5 much nwrer 
for a man^ who is amongft the loweft of the 
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cfrcation, at the very bottom of the atmofphereJ' 
to defcend beneath bimfelf is not fo eafy a^ 
tafk, unlefs he calls in art to his affiftarice. 
It is with the baths as with fmall beer, which 
is indeed vapid and irifipid, if left at large 
and let abroad ; but, being by our i-ules con*' 
fined arid well ftoptj noth&g grow^i fo fro Ay, 
pert, and bouncing.. 

• Tht fuBlime of nature is the fky, the (bn, 
ihoon, ftars, &c. The frofund of nature is 
gold, pearls, precious ftones, and the trea*- 
iures 6f the deep, ,which are ineftimable as* 
isnkiTown. But all diat lies between thefe, 
^t corn, flowers, fruits, animals, and things 
for the mere ufe of man^ are-of mean price, 
stnd fo common as not to be greatly efteemedf 
by the curious. It being certain that any 
thing, of which we know the true ufe, can- 
not be ihvaluable s whieh affords a folutfcmy 
why common fenfe hath either been totally 
defpifed, or held in fmall repute, by the great- 
eft modei\i critic^ and authortf^ ' 

c a A P. V- 

Of ibi true geraus for the profunda and by 'Ufhat 
it is conjtituted, 

AN D I will .venture to lay it down« as 
tbe firft maxim and Corner' ttone of this 
our art \ that whoever woul4 excel therein, 
muft ftudjottily avoid, deteft, and turn hi» 
Iwad irom aU the ideati ways, and workiogfr 

of 
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of that peftilent foe to wit, and deftroyer of 
fine figures, which is known by the name of 
common ftnft* His bufinefs muft be to con traft 
the true gmt de tracers ^ and to acquire a naoft 
happ)r, unc(Hnmony unaccountable way of 
thinkii^g. / 

He is to confider himfelf as a groteique 
painter, whofe works would be fpoiled by an 
imitation of nature, or uniformity of dengn. 
He is to mingle bits of the moft Tarious, or 
difcofdant kinds, landfcape, hiftory, por- 
traits, animals, and conned them with a 
great deal of flourilhing, by head or taU, as 
It (hall pleafe his imagination, and contiibuti 
to his principal en4) which is to glare by 
ftrong oppofitions of colours, and furprife by 
contrariety of images. 

SeifeMtixafvihisgemhuniur, tigrilms agni. 

HOR. 

His deii^h ought to' be like a Ubyri«^hj 
out of which no body can get clear but him- 
felf. And fince the f;reat art of all poetry is 
to mixr truth with fiftion, in order to join the 
credible with the furprrjbtg ; our author ihall 
produce the eredible, by painting nature in 
her loweft firoplicity ^ and the furprifing, by 
contradicting common opinion. In the veiy 
manners he will affe6t the marveilousihtvnU 
draw Achilles with the patience oiJ<fb\ a prince 
talking like a j^^k-pudding ; a maid of ho* 
noiir felting bargams $ a footman fpeakibg 
like a phiiofopherj and » fitiegentlemaA like 

a fcho- 
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\ ftkolar. Whoever is coriverfaot in moden^ 
plays, may make a moft noble coUe^on of 
this kind, and at the fame time form a com* 
plete body of modem etbict and mtrali/y. 

.Nothing Teemed more plain to our great au«' 
thors, than that the world hath long been, 
weary of natural t kings » How much the con - 
trary ari foinied topleafe, is evident from the 
univerfal applaufe daily given to the admira-, 
ble entertainments of harlequins and magicians 
on our ftftge; Wheh an audience behold* a 
coach turned into a wheelbarrow^ a oonjurer 
into an old woman, or a man^s head whertt 
his heels fliould be ; how are they ftnick with 
tranfport and delight ? which can only be im- 
ptutedto this caufe, that each obje^ is changed 
into that which hath been fuggefted to them: 
by their own low ideas before. 

He ought therefore to render himfelf mafter 
of this happy and anti-natural way of think- 
ing to Xucn a degree, as to be able, on the 
apfiearance o^any objt^^ to furniih hi^ ima« 
gmatioD with ideas, iniinitely ^^/9<u; it. And- 
his eyes (hould be like unto the wrong end of 
a jperijp»e6live glafs, by which all . the bbjefti 
of nature are leifened. 

Foi' example $ when a true genius looks upon 
the (ky, he immediately catches the idea of a 
piece of blue luUjIrsng, or a child's mantle* . 

f TbeJHeSf <wbofiJ^eadwg*v»lumesfcarcibave 
\ rooM, 

spun tbia, and*wo*ue in nature* sfimji loom, ) 

7hi 
. ♦ Prince Artbufi p, 41, 4a* 
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The mW'lnrmwoHdUi tbiir/^ U^ embrac'df 
Md all around tbiir /tarty mmuk cajt. 

If he looks vpoB a tcmpeft, he (hall have am 
itta^ of a tumbled bed, and dcfcribe a fuc- 
oeedmg calm in this manner \ 

• TAf 9Cian^ jofd to fee the i 
Henu Utjfs his <wavej, ami /moot A 

The tinumpha and acclamations of the an« 
gels at fA^ creation of the univerfe prefent to 
his imagination ** the rejoicings on the loni 
** mayor^s day ;** and he beholds thofe glo«< . 
rious beings cekhrating their creator, by.hnzw 
2ain?, making illuminations, at^ £mgnig 
it|uiDs, crackersj and (ky-rockcts. 

f Ghrious iUumnatkns^ mmde on high 
By all the fiats and planets rftbefl^, 
Jnjufi degrees y and fttining order placed, 
SpeSat&rscbarm'd^andthehlefidweUmgs graced, 
^through all the etd^hten'd air fiwift fre^nvorke 

flew, 
Which njjitb npetried /bouts glad cberubi threw^ 
Comets afcendednAntb their fiweeping train, 
Then fetl in ftarty /bowsers and jittering rmn^ 
Jn air ten thouftrnd miteors blading bung. 
Which fr 6m tb' etern^d battlements *were flung. 

If a man, who is violently, fond of mtit, 
will facrifice to that paflion his friend or his 
God, vrould it not be a ihame, if he Who ii 

finit 

• FrmK^irtburg, p. 144 . + iM p. S9* 
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fmit with the love of t]ie bathos,, fhould n«( 
facriiice to >t i^l odier tranfitoiy regards } Yovt 
fliall hear a zealous protef^ant deacon invoke 
a faint, and mode^y befeech her to do moi« 
for us than providence. 

-^ Look donm, hlefl famt^ nmth fity tbui look 

do-wn. 
Shed on this land thy Under influence. 
And guide us through the mifls of fro^idence, 
hf'fvhicbniOeflray,-'—'— 

Neither will he, if a goodly (imile come in 
his way, fcruplc to affirm himfelf an eye-wit- 
nefs of things never yet beheld by man, or 
never in exiftence j as thus, 

"f- Thus have I feen in Araby the hlefl 
Apbcetttx couched upon berjunerdl-nefim 
I 
But to convince you, that nothing is (H 
gre&t, which a marvellous genius prompted 
by this laudable zeal is not able to leiien ; 
hear how the mcift fublipe of all beings is 
reprefented in the following images. 

Firft 

iV. B. In order to do joftice to thefe great poets^ 
oar citations are taken from the beft, the Jaft, and 
moft correal editions of their works. That which 
/we ufe of Prince ^/ifiur, is in duodeeimo, I714« 
The fourth edition revifed. . 

• A* Philltfs on ibe d«ath of Q;2cen Mery, 

•f An9n^ 
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Firft he is a Painter. 

• Somf times the lord of nature in the air 
Spreads forth his clouds , and fable can^as^ 

fwhere . . 

Jits pencil, dipt in heavenly colour bright. 
Paints his fair raia-bo-w, charming to the fighu 

Now he is a Chemist. 

r|- n almighty chemift does his luork prepare^ 
Pours dotun his ivaters on the thirfy plain^ 
pigefs his lightnings anddifils his rain, 

*fJovif he js a Wrestler. 

J Me in his griping arms th* eternal took, 

And 'with Juch mighty force my bodyjboohy 
That the Jirong grafp my membersferely bruis\lf 
Broke all my bones ^ and all myfnewos loos^d^ 

Now a Recruiting Officer. 

|| F(jr clouds thefun-heams le<vyfrejfbfupplies^ 
Ana\raife recruits of -vapours^ <which arife 
Dr^Fwnfrom thefeas^ to mufier in tbejkies. 



* J^/tfrl/M. opt. edit. dood. 17161 p. 17ft* 
+ Black. Pi. civ. p. 263. 

II P. 170. 
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Now a peaceable Gcuwrantee. 

• In leagues of peace tbgnet^bkoursd^afgreei 
And to maintain them (iod*was guarantee. 

Then he is an Attorney, 
t Job^ as a vile ojfendery'God hdites^ 
And terrible decrees againfi me m^^rites^ 
* Godwin not be my qdnjqcate^ 
My caufe to manage or debate. 

In the following lines h6 is a GoLDBEATEii. 

jVi&ff the ricb metal beats 9 and then ivitb care 

Ui^olds the golden leaves to gild the fields of air m 

Then a Fuller, 

i'-""^-^ tb* exbaling reeks, that fecret rife, 
ome on rebounding fitn-^bedms through thejkies^ 
Are thickened, tvrougbt, and njubiten^d till tbey 

groiv 
A heavenly fleece ■ 

A Mercer, or Packer. 

I DitM thou one endofair^s lAtidi curtain bold. 
And help the bales ofJEther to unfold ; 
Say, which c^trulean fUe nv^ by thy band en* 
roWdP. 

ABtrtLBR, 
•♦ He meafuresall the drops toith ivonctron 

Mlf 
fVbub the black clouds, bis floating botikt,fiU. 
H And 

^^^•o^o. . +P.61. X p.,g,, 

4P.t«. ||P.i7i. ••P. 13^. 
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And*a Bakir.. 
• God in the nOiUemeJs his tahUJ^ead^ 
And in bis airy wem haled tbeir bread. 

. CHAP. VI. 

Of tbe fever al kinds rf geniuses in tbeprofiiud^ 
and tbe marks and cbaraSers of each, 

I Doubt not, but the reader by this cloud 
of examples begins to be convinced of the. 
truth of our aflertion, that the bathos is an 
drt ; and that the genius of no mortal what- 
ever, following th^ mere ideas of nature, and 
ttnaffifted with an^ habitual^v nay laborious, 
peculiarity of thiulung, could arrive at im^es, 
fo wonderfully lovi^ and unaccountable. Thf 

freat author, ^om wliofe treafury we hav9 
rawit all thefe inftances (the father of the. 
hatboSi and indeed the Homer, of it) has, like 
that immortal Greek, confined his labours to 
the greater poetry, and theteby left room for 
others to acquire a do« fliare of praife in lnfe'« 
rii^r kinds. Many pain^ra, who could nc^ver 
hit a nofe or an eye, have with fdicity copied 
a fmall-pox, or beea admirable at a toad or a 
red-herring : and feldom are we without ge- 
intis^s for JfiU'life, which they can work up * 
and ftiifen with incredible accuracy. 

An univerfal. genius rifes not in an age ; 
but, when he rifes* armies rife in him I he: 
pours forth five or ^x epic poems with greatev 

£»- 
• JSlatk. SoDg^t Mofei, p, aiSi 
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tuMity, than fiye or fix pages f;an be produ^ 
ced by an elal>oi:ate and lervile copiei- 'after 
aature or tbe 90t*iients. It is afiirmed by 
^intUufHf that thefame gentue^ which mac^ 
Cemtamcus fp gi;eat a general, would with 
cqnal application have made him an excel- 
mt heroic ppet. In like manner, reafoning 
Irom the affinity there appeals between aits 
9nd fciences,. I doubt not, but an active cat- 
cher of huttei*flies> a careful and fanciful 
oattem-drawer, 9^ induftrioifs colle6lor of 
Viellsy a laborious and tunefal bag- piper, or 
a diligent breeder of tame rabbits, might fe- 
ferally excel in their refpe£^ive parts of the 
ktthoi. 

I (ball range thefe confinedandlefs copious 
geniuses under proper clafies, and (the better 
to give their pictures to the reader) under the 
aames of animals of feme fort or other; 
whereby he will be enabled, at the firft fight 
9i Aich as fliail daily come forth, to know to 
vhat kind to refer, attd with what authors to' 
compai'e them. 

!• Th^flp^'fifies: thefe are writei-s, who 
BOW and then rife upOn their iins,^ and fly out 
of the prtfund\ but their wings are foon dry, 
and they di'op down to the bottom. G. S* 
A* H* C. G» . 

«• Tht /wallows are authors, that are eter- 
nally (kimminipand fluttering up and down, 
but all their agility is employed to catcb flies* 
X. T. W. P. Lord H. 

3. The qflriches .are fuch, whole heavrnels 

ruely permits them to raife themfelves froip 

H » the 
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the ground ; their wings are of no tife to lift 
them \ip, and their motion is between flying 
arid walking 5 but then they nto ^ery fafi, 
D. F. L. E. the hon. E. H. . 

4. The parrots are they, that i^peat ano-^ 
tier^s woms in fuch a hoarfe odd voice, as 
makes them fecm their owzr. W. B. W, S. 
C. C. the reverend D. D. 

5. The Mappers are authors, that keep 
themfelves long out of fight, under water, 
and come up now and then', where you leaft 
cxpeftcd them. L. W. G. D. Efq3 the hon. 
SirW. Y. ' 

6. The porpolfes are tjnwieldy and big; 
they put all their numbers into a great tunfioil 
and tempefV, but whenever they Jappear in 
■plain light (which is feldom) they are only 
ihapelefs and ugly monfters. I. D. C. O. 
I. O. 

7. The frogs are fuch, as can neither walk 
nor fly, but can leap and bound to admirations 
theyiive generally in the bottom of a ditch« 
and make a great noife, whenevet; they thruft 
their heads above water. E. W^ I. M. Efq; 
T. D. gent. ; 

' 8. The ^^i> ai*e obfcure authors, that wrap 
themfelves up in their own mud, but are migh- 
ty nimble and pert. L. W. L. T. P. M,. 
general C. ' 

9. The tortoifes are flow and chill, and, 

like paftoral writers, delight much in gardens s» 

they have for the moft part a fine embroidered 

* ihell, and underneath it a hfeavy lump, A. P. 

W. B. L. E. The right hon. E. of S. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe are the c\de£ cbaraSiri/Hcs of the ba^ 
iboSf and in each of thefe kinds we have the 
contort to be bleffed with fund^ and mani- 
Ibid choice fpirits in our iiland. 

C H A t». vn. 

Qfttefrqfwtdf.'fSfbenit cgnfi/s in the thought. 

WE have already laid down the prlnci- 
*ples, upon which our author is to 
proceed, and the manner of forming his 
thought by familiarizing his mind to the/«w- 
ejt t£je&s ; to which, it may be added^ that 
^migar cmn>trfation will greatly contribute. 
There is no queftion, but the garret of the 
printer^s boy may often be difc^rned in the 
comppiitions made in fuch fcenes and compa- 
ny I and much qf Mr. Curl himfelf has been 
infeniibly infufed into the works of his learn- 
ed writers. 

The phyfician, by the ftudy and infpcai6n 
of urine and ordure, approves himfelf in the 
Icience ; and in like fort ihould our author 
accuftom and exercife his unagination upon 
the dregs of nature. 

This will render his thoughts truly and 
fundamentally low, and can*y him many fa- 
thoms beyond mediocrity. For, certain it is 
(though fome lukewarm heads imagine they 
nay be fafe by temporizing between the ex> 
tremes) that, where there is not a triticalnefs 
or mediocrity in the thought, it can never be 
iimk into the genuine and perfe6l bathos by 
H J the 
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the moft elaborate low expreflion s it can, ai^ 
mofkf be only carefully €>brcured, or meta- 
phorically debafed. But it is the thought 
alone that (b:ike8» and gires the whole uat 
ipirit which we admire and dare at. For m* 
fiance, in that ingenious |nece on a lady's 
drinking the bath- waters t 

* She drinks! fie drinks! behold the ntatcUefi 

dame! 
7o her "its ^watery hut to us "tis flame: 
^busfire is *waterf ivater fire h turns ^ 
And the fame fiream at once both cools andbwrmm 

What can be more eafy and unaffe^bd, thaai . 
the diflion of thefe verfes ? it i$ the turn ci 
4hought alone, and the variety of imagination^ 
that charm and furprife us. And, when tbc 
fame lady ^oes into the bath, the thought (as 
in juftnels it ought) goes ftill deeper : 

f f^enus beheld her ^ ''ftiidft her cronxjdrf fleevet^ 
Mi thought herfelf j«/? r if en from tbe^waves* 

How much out of the way of common (en(e 
18 this refle^on of Venus j not knowing herfelf 
from the lady ? 

Of the fame nature is that noble mtftake of 
a frighted ftag in* ifull chace> who ;(raith the 
poet) 

Hears his'onvn feet, and thinks they found Ubf 

more 5 
And fears the bind-feet luill overtake thefore^ 

• Amn» 
f Idem. 
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:6o aftonifhing as thecfe are, they yreld to 
^tfie Following, which i^profuHdify itTelf. ' « 
^ }/oMi hut bimfelfcan bs iis^alUl. 

•XJnlefs It may feem-bt5rrowed'frt>m th€ 
thought of that raaft^f oF a fhow in Smithfieldi 
who writ in large letters over the pifture of 
lias elephant : 

Yi&w is the greatift elefhani in the *world, except 
bimfelf. 

However our neict inftaDce is certainly an 
onginal. Speaking of a beautifuf infant^ 

So fair thou art^ that if great Cnpid be 
Acbildf aspoitsihy^JwrethoHartbe, 
Fair Venus laomel tmftake thee fir her ow^f , 
Did not tly eyes proclaim thee not her fin. 
There all the t^btnings of thy mother^ sfiine^ 
And <withafat^ brightnefi kill in thine. ^ 

Firft he is Cupid, then he is not Cupid ; 
firft Venus ^o\x\A miftafcehtm, then fhe would 
not miftake him | next his eyes are his mo- 
ther's, and laftly they are not his qiother's,, 
but his own. 

Another author defcribing a poet, that 
fiilnes forth amidft a circle of criticsi 

Thus Phoebus through the zodiac fakes his *way. 
And dmid monfters rifes into day. 

What a peculiarity is here of invention ? 

tiie author's pencil, likp the wand of Circe, 

Cttrns all into monfters at a ftroke. A great . 

H 4 gcniu« 

» Theobald, Double Falfiiood. 
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genius takes things in the lump^ without ftop- 
ping at minute confidera^ons s in vain might 
the ram, the bull, the goat, the lion, the 
crab, the fcorpton, the fiibes, all (bmd in his 
w^y, as mere natural animals: much more 
might it be pleaded^ that a pair of (bales, an 
old man, and two innocent children, were no 
mongers : there were only the centaur and 
the maid, that could be eiteemed out of na-> 
> ture. But what of that ? with a boldnefs pe- , 
culiar to thefe daring geniuses, what he found 
not monfters he made To. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of thi profiindf cwt/tfiing in the circumftances :« 
axd of amplification and periphrafe iftge^ 
neral* 

WHAT in a great mcaiurediftingulflieiJ 
other writers from ours, is their chu- 
iing and feparating fuch circumftances in a 
deicription, as ennoble or elevate the fub-> 

jea. 

The circumftances^ which are moft natural^ 
are obwous, therefore not aftatdftnng or pecu- 
liar : but diofe, that are far-fetched or unex* 
pe^ed, or hardly compatible, will rurprife 
prodigioufly : Thefe ther^ore we muft prin- 
cipallv hunt out 5 but above all preferve a' 
laudable prolixity $ prefenting the lArhoIe and 
every fide at once 01 the image to view. For 
choice and diftinfiion are not only a curb to 
the fpirit, and limit the defcriptive faculty, 

but 
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but alfa lefTen the book j which is fiequently 
the worft confequence of all to our author. 
. Job fajr* in fliort, be njoajhed ktsfeet in but- 
ter i ^ circuniftance .foipe poets would have 
foftehed, or paft over: now hear how this 
butter is fpread out by the great genius i 

• Wsib teats dift ended tjjUh tbeif milky fiorey 
Sucb nunCrouf lonjtAng herds^ before my daor^ 
Ibeir painful burthen tounload did tneeij 
not tue wtb butter might ban/e <wajb"d our 
feet. 

How cautious and particular! ** he had 
** (fays our author) (o many herds, which 
•* herds thrived fo well, and thriving i 6 well . 
*« gave fo much milk, and that milk produ- 
•* ced fo much butter, that, if he did not, he 
•* might have wafhed his feet in it." 

The cnfuing defcription of hell is no lef* 
remarkable in the circuml^ances : 
\ Jnftamng heaps the raging ocean rolls, 
Wbtfe ii'uid'wa*ves it^^olvede^airlngjouls ; 
ne liquid burnings dreadful colours Jbeiv, 
Some deeply red and others faintly blue. > 

Could the moft minute Dutch. painter have 
beeii more eicaft ?' how, inimitably ciACumfian- 
tial is this alfo of a war-horfc ! 
J His eye-balls burn, bf nuowtds the ftaoaking 

plainy 
Jnd knots 0/Tcai'let ribbond dect bis mane, 

H 5 Of 

• Blackm0,yth, p. -13 3, 

f ft, dribur^ p. 89, J Anw. 
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Of certain cudgel-players. 

They brandijb high in mr their tbreafmngfiaws^ 
* 7 heir bands /i woven guard of o/zxtr fanues^ 
Jn which they fix their Hazel weapon^s end. 

Who would not think the poet had pafthis 
whole life atwakes in fuch laudable diverfionsf 
fince he teaches us how to hold, nay how ta 
make a cudgel I 

Periphrafe is another great aid to proiixityi 
being a difFufed circumlocutory manner of ex* 
prefhog a known idea» which (hould be (b 
myllerioufly couched, as to give the reader 
the pleafure of gueiHng what it is, that the 
author can poflibly mean $ and a ihange fiir^ 
prife, when he finds it ? 

The poet I laft mentioned is incomparable 
in this figure. 

-f-^ A twaving fea of heads *was roundmefirtad^ 
And fiill frefi J^r earns the gaining deUigeffd. 

Here is a waving fea of heads, which by a 
freih ftfeam of heads grows to be a gazing de> 
luge of heads. You come at leaft to find it 
means a great crowd. 

How pretty and how genteel is the follow* 
ing! 

J Nature''s ctnfeBioner 
Whofefuckets are moift alchyn^ : . 
^he fttU of his refining mold 
Minting the garden into gold. 

What 

X Cleveland^ 
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What is this, but a bee galherlns 

* Little Syren qftbeftage^ 
Empty nvarbleri breathing lyrif 
Wanton gale of fond defire^ 
^Tunrful mifcUef 'VOcalJpelL' 



lyho would think this was only a 
tlewoman, that fung finely i 

We may define amplification to 1 
the moft of a thought y it is the fpinn 
of the bathos, which draws out and 
into the fineft thread. There arc j 
who can extend half a dozen thij 
over a whole folio ; but fdf whit] 
of many a vaft i-omance, and die fi 
many a fair volume, nright be i*tdv 
(izc of a primmer. 

In the book of ^ob arftthefe fltorc 
** thou commanded the morning, 
<« the day.fpring to know l^ pit 
is this extended bytljemoft celebra 
flef of our age ? /,^^.^ 

•f Canft thou fit forth ib" etberlalm^ 
Wlicb the refulgent, ore. ff Ugh tjlifflj 
Is the f:eUfiial'iMjefi2^ct totbefh(^ni 
ht 'which I melt. the golden metal doix 
ireafuriSyJrom whence Xit%^ q\U\ 
A$ ail my flars and laviih h^na cah w 

The feme author h«itk anjplrtied 
k» the civth^feim J ♦<..fe^ tookt on 
^ - ":. c : B^4^ ;v-; 

* ji. Philips to CuXiUnat . 
-}• Job, p. lo8, .-.'i r* :.r. ♦ 
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«* and it trembles. He touches the hills, and 
«« they finoke." 

• rbe hills forgit tbefre /xV, and m tbeir 

fright 
Cafi off their nveight^ and eafe themfehves for 

flight t 
^heijeo^df, fwHh terror tmng^df mt^fly the tAwtdy 
And leave the heatfy^ panting bills behind. 

You here fee the hills not only tierabling, 
but (haking off woods from their backs, to 
run the faften after this you are prefented 
with a foot-ra^e of mountains and woods^ 
where the woods diftance the mountains, that, 
like coi'pulent purfy fellows, come puffing 
And panting a vaft way behind them, 

G H A P. IX. 

Of imitafio^f and the manner of imitating, . 

THAT the true authors of the profund 
are to imitate diligently the examples in' 
tSieir imm *tvay is not to be queftioned, and 
that divers' -have- by this means attained tor 
a depths wfiereiinto their own weight could 
never hav^.^an^d them, is evident by (undry 
iJhft'ancei. Who fees not that DeFoe was the 
poetical fon xifff^ihers, ^Tate of OgUhp E, 
Woi^d of ybhkTa^ BAd Bnfden 3[ BUlck^ 
niere B irh«x«fore» .whUn wq fit dpwn to write» 
liet'«s'bring fome gr^t jiuthor to our mind, 

ana 
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and a(k o«rfelt«8 this queftioDf bow would 
Sir Richard have faid this ? do I exprefs my- 
felf as fim|>lv as Ambrofe Pbilipi F or flow my 
numbers witn the quiet thoughtlef&ers of Mr. 
JFelJIidF 

But it may feem fomewhat ftrange to aOfert, 
that our proficient fhould alio read the works 
of thofe famous poets^ who have excelled in 
the /Mime .- yet is not this a paradox. As 
Firgil is faid to have read Efmius^ out of his 
dunghill to draw gold^ fo may our author 
read Sbakejpear^ Milton^ and Drydtn for the 
contrary end, to bury their gold in his own* 
dunghill. A true j^nius^ vmen he finds any 
thing lofty or fhining in them, will have the' 
flcill to bring it down,* take off the .glofs, or 
quite diiUiarge the colour, by fomc ingem* 
•us circumftance or peripfarafe, fome ad£tion 
or diminutiony or by fome of thofe figures^ 
tiie ttie of which we ihall (hew in our next 
chapter. • > 

The book, of >^ is Acknowledged to be 
inimitely fublime, and yet has not die fathex" 
of thei«f^0X reduced it in every page } is there 
a paifage in all Virgil more painted up and 
laboured than the ddcription oi JBtna m the 
tiiirdAneid? 

'-^^Horrificis juxta tonat Mtna rutins^ 
hitifdaminu atra^ prorutr^ ad libera imbem^ 
^urbini funumtem piceo^ & candintefaviUa, 
AtfciUitque globos fiammarum^ dSjidera lambit : 
httirdum/fofulgs mtulfaqug *vifcira montis 

Brfpt 
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Jlrigit efu3atMf liqutfaSatme faxa fiih atifai 
Cum gemUu^glomerati fundoque txafitiat imOn 

(I beg^ pardon of the gentle Englijb reader, 
and fiich of our writers as undeiftand not la- 
tin.) Lo ! how this is taken down by our' 
triiijb poet, by the fmgle happy thought of 
thro>ving the mountain into a ^ of the cholUt 

* JEtTtdy arid till the burning mountings, find 
Their Undledftores nvitb inbred fterms of 'wind 
BI(fftun up to rage 5 and, roaring out, complain, 
Jtsforn hififb innjuard zri^tcs, and torturing pain i^ 
tabbing f th^ caft their dte^dful tomit round^ 
And<with their melted hovrtXzJpredd the ground^' 

' flaraJct^ in fearch of the fith^mt^ ilniclo 
his head a^nft the ftart f f but E3M>ed9el0Sp 
to fathom tlie profunda threw him&lf int» 
Mttta<^ And who but woaM imagine our c^Hr, 
0eilctit modem had aUb been there, :froiii thk 
defoription ? * ^ 

Jmkdtkdii of tWo fortif tHe ittft-is, nrhen 
we fot-ce'to otrr oorn purpofes the thoiiehts.i9f 
0thc»ts fi the iecond eonfiftr in coding. &9i ini-. 
fwrfedfinoAs or blemifiies of cftldbratcd ^wtborsv 
I kAXk &en a play profefledl^F.iartit ki the.ftyld 
of Shakejpear } wherein the reflmbhaice.' lay 
in one finale line, 

Sfidfi good mmvw^ />/> gopd ma^ lioitstfOftt^ 

Z f'Pf* Arthur, ^.y^, 

-f Sublimi firiamfiaera vertices 
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And fundry poems in imitatioQ of MiunHt 
where^ with the utmoft exaclneis and not io 
much as one exception, neverthelefs was con- 
ftantl^ natbUfti embroidered was bruidered^ 
Jkemuts were beretmtes^ divined was ydeign" 
tdy ihady umbrageous^ exiterprife emprtfe^ i^^^ 
fpjkpaymm, pinions /^»0»/, fw^t dulcet, or« 
chanis orcbatSy bridge-work pontifical ^ nay» 
lier was bir, and their was tbir through the 
whole poem. And, in very deed> there is.no 
Other way^ by which the true modem poet 
could read to any purpofe. the works- of ludi 
men, as Milton and Sbakejpear. 

It may be expe^ed, that like other critics 
I ihould next fpeak of the paj/ions: but as 
the main end and principal 'eft^6t of the ba^ 
tbts is to produce tranqmiUty oftmnd (and fur^ 
it is a better defign to promote Jieeb than 
snadnefs) we have little^ to fay on this fub- 
jed. Nor will the (hort. bounds of this di^r 
conr/e allow us to treat at large of the emol- 
heats and opiates of poefy { of the cool, and tht 
manner of producing tt 5 or of the methods 
iifed by our authors m managing the paflions; 
1 iball but tranfiently remark, that nothing 
contributes fo much to the cool, as the tifcof 
<a»/ in cxprefllng pj^flion : the true genius 
rarely fails oi poin*Sy conceits, and proper y5«ri* 
Hes on fuch Occafions : this we may term the 
fatbetic epigra/hmatical, in which even 'puns 
are made ufc of wth' good fut'ceft. Hereby 
our beft atithbrshave avordod throwing them* 
felves or their readers into any indecent traiif- 
ports. 

3 • But, 
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Buty as it liB fometimes needful to excite 
the paffions of our antagonift in the poUmle 
way, the true ftudents in the law have con- 
ftaiitly taken their methods from hw tiff^ 
where they obfervedy that to move anggr ufe 
is made Ox fcolding and railing j to move hve^ 
of bawdry J to beget favour 2t:tid friendfltip^ 
of grofs flattery ; and to produce/i?^fr, 6f ca- 
lumniating an adverfary with crimes obnoxi- 
ous to the ftate. As for Jbame^ it is a fdly' 
paiHon, of which as our authors are incapa- 
ble themfelvesy fo they would not produce it 
iik others. 

C H A P. X. 

Cf tropes and figures ; and firft of the marle^ 
gating^ confounding, and reverfing figures* 

BU T we proceed to the/^«r^j. We can- 
not too earneftly recommend to our au- 
thors the ftudy of the abufe of fpeech^ They 
ought to lay it down as a principle, to fay 
noting in the ufual way. but (if polTtble) in 
the du*e6l contrary. Therefore the figures, 
muft be lb turned, as to manifeft that intri- 
cate and wonderful caft of head, which dif- 
tinguiflies all writers of this kind : or (as I 
may fay} to reftr exa^ly the mold, in which 
they were formed, hi all its inequalities, ca- 
vities, obliquitieSf odd crannies^ and diftor- 
tions, 

U 
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It would be endlefs, nay imppflible to enu- 
merate all fuch figures 3 but we fhall content 
ourTelves to range the principal, which moft 
powerfully contribute to the bathos^ under 
t^ree clailes; * 

I. The nkmegatingi ctmfomding^ or nvtrf' 
ing t^ppes and ^^Jrcs. 
. II. The magnifying^ and, 

III. Th^ dimnijbin^. 

We cannot avoid giving to thcfe the greek 
or roxnan names ; but in tendernefs to ^ our 
countrymen and fellow \vriter$, many of whom,* 
however exquifite, are wholly ignorant of 
thofe languages, we have alfo explained them 
in our mother tongue. 

Of the firft fort, nathiag To much conduces 
tQ the bathos^ as the 

Catachresis. 

t • .... 

A mafter of this will fay. 
Mow the beard, 
Shave.the grafs. 
Pin the plank. 
Nail my fleeve. 

From whence refults the fame kind of plta- 
fure to the mind, as to the eye when we be- . 
hold harlequin trimming himfelf with a hatch- 
et, hewing down a tree with a razor, mak- 
iiig his tea in a cauldron, and brewing his 
ale in a tea-pot, to the incredible fati&faii^ion 
o(f the Brhijh fpe^tor. Another fource of 
the bathos 11 

The 



IsS MARTINtrS'SGUIitERCrS 

The Metonymy, 
ttie inverfion of caufe^ ^or effe£ls, of inven- 
tors for inyentions, &c^! [, :: . * 

Lac'd in her * Cojins nevj appeafdihe bride,y 
A + Bubble-boy and { ^omptdn dt herfide, v 
Jnd nvitb an air di<vine her % Coknttr plfd^ j 
then oh i Jhe cries f ijobat Jlewei I Hundmefee^ 
Here a bright Kedcoat^ there afinari \ ^oitpeem 

The Syneci>oche, 

which conftfts in the ufe of a part for the 
^h(^e. You may call a young woman ibme- 
times pretty-/i?c« and pig$-^i« and fometimes 
inoXXy-nofe and draggle-^iti/. Or of accidents 
for perj^nsi) as ^ lawyer is called fnlit- cauTe^ 
a taylor prick-loufe, &c. Or of Inin^s \>^a 
longing to a man, for the man himfelf j as a 
fword-m^Tif a mQvm-man^ a t-m-t'd'taain % 
9, whltt'Jiaff^ a turn- it^, &c. 

The AposioPE«rs, 

an excellent figure for the i^oiant, as '* what 
** ftiall I fay V* when one has nothing to fay: 
or ** I can no more,"** when *one reai^ can no 
mofc. ExprcAioiis which the gentle te'idtt ii- 
{o good a$ never to tafce ih' eameft. 

The Metaphor. 
The. firft rule is to draw it .from the khjoe/l 
things, which is a certain way to fink the 
... highcftj 

♦ jStayf. f Tweezer-cafe. J Watch. § Fan. 
H A fort of perriwig t all words in ufe at this pre* 
feat year 1727, 
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lii^heft i Mf when yoti fpeak of the thunder 
w heaven, fay, 

* ^Hfe lords above are angry atid talk big» 

Or, if you #ould defcrtbea rich man re* 
~ ^* his treafui'es, exprtfs it thiis. 



t 7hd*4f (as /aid) ntay ricbef g^rge^ iheJpoU 
Painful in maiiy vomit /ball rec<^« 
Ston Jball be ferijb ivitb a fwift decay f 
Liki bis own ordure, eafi iJtnib Jemm aioey, 

Thtfecoftd, that, whenever yoM flart a me- 
taphor, you miift be fine to run jt downy ftnd 
porfae it as far as // can go. If you get the 
.Icent of a Aate negociatkm, follow it in this 



1 Tbefiones and all tbe elements nvitb tbee 
Sball ratify a ftriB confederacy 5 
Wnid beafts tbeirfa*vage''tempef /ball forget, 
Jhedfir a firm alliance fiuith tbee treat j 
Jh9,€w^ tyrant of tbefpacioui feas 
tbtMfend a fcaly emh2if!fy /hr peace t 
his plighted faitn tbe crocodile Jball keep, 
Jind, feeing tbee^ for joyfaktreiy n»^* 

Or, if you reprefent the' creator denouncing 
war againftthe wicked, Be Aii« not to omit 
one circumftancc ufual in proclaiaaing and 
* levying war. • • 

• Envoys 

• Lee^ Alex, f Bladtm*. Jtb, ft 91, 9|. 
$ 3^p.aa# 
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* Envoys and agents^ nuho hy My c^mti^aad 

Kefide in VaUfiineCs land^ 

To fwbom commiflions / bi^e given , 

T« manage there the interefts ^* beofaen. 

Te holy heralds^ nvbo proclaim 

Or ivar or peace ^ in mine your nu^efs namti^^ 

Ye pioneers of beofven^ prepare a road, 

^Make it pUun^ direSt and broad $-^— — 

For / in peribn nmli my people head \ 

For the divine deliverer 
Will on his march in nwjefiy appear^ 
And needs the aid of no confed'rate powV. 

Under the Artidle of the confounding wc ranfc 

I* The Mixture of Fiovres, 

which raifes fo many images, as to give'yoU 
no image at all. But its principal beauty ts^ 
when it gives an idea juft oppojlte to what it - 
feem'd meant to dcfcribe. Thus an ingeni- 
ous ^rtift, painting the fpring, talks of ,a 
fnovj of bloJbmSf and thereby raifes an un- 
expeSed j)i6ture of winter. Of this fort is 
the following; 

f The gaping clouds pour lakes of fulpbur dowtf 
Wbofe livid flajbesjick'ningfun'beams drofum. 

What a noble confufion ? clouds, lakes, brim- 
ftone, flames, fun- beams, gaping, pourmg, 
fick*ning, drowning ! all in two lines. * 

a. The Jargon. 

• % 

• Bkikm. \ik c. xU f Pr, Arthur^ p, 37. 
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• 7fy headjhall rtft^ thoT buried in th dufi^ 
And nudfi the clouds his glittering turrets thrufi. 

Slu^ere, What are the glittering turrets of 
a man's head ? 

f Upen the Jbore \ ^s frequent eks the fond, 
%Q meet the prince t the glad Pimetians JUind. 

ttrey Where thcfe Dimetians ftood ? and 
at fize they were ? add alfo to ih^ jargon 
fuch as the following : 

X DeJlru3ion*s empire fiaH no longer lafl^ 
And deflation lie for e^er nsiofle 5 
5 Here Niobe, fad mother^ makes heir moan^ 
Audfeems conrverted to aflone inflone. 

Bift, for variegationj nothing is more ufe- 
ful than 

5. The Paranomasia, or Pun, . * 

Where a wprd, like the tongue of a jackdaw^ 
fpeaks twice as much by being fplit; as this 
of Mr. Dennis^ 

Bullets f that ivound, like Parthiansas they fly H % 

or this excellent one of Mr. We^ed^ 

fl" B ehold the njirgin he 

ifaked and only covered by the iky. 
To which thou may'ft add. 



• y^* p. 107. 

+ P. Arthur^ p. 157, X Johf p. 89. 

iT,Co9k, Pceffif. II Poems, 1693 P« '3* 
^ ff^e/fiedf Potaa, Ae9n& Lavtn^ 
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7ofee ber beauties no man needs tofioop^ 
Sbe bat the tuboU borizonfor ber bocp. 

4 The Antithesis, or See-saw, 
whereby^ contraries and oppoiitions are la* 
lanced m Cuch a way, as to caufe a reader tq 
remain fufpended between them to his ex- 
ceeding delight and recreation;. Such aic 
fhele on a hSy,, wh^ noade herfeif appeacovc 
of fize by hiding a young princels under ha, 
cloaths. 

f' Hlnie tbe hind fiymph <bang^ng ber fauklefi. 



picomes unhandfome, handibmely to Jtape^ 

On the maids of honour in mourning. 

f S:vdly tbey chanp, /7«^di(maily /^^y pl^^« 

His eyes fo bright 
t Let in the objerf and let out the Hght. 
5 The Gods look pale to fee us Uok fo red.' 

■ ■ ■ ■ ^be \ fairies andihdr queeM . 
In mantles blue came tripping o'er tbe greeiu 
^^ AH nature felt a referential fbock^ 
7be fea.&ood ftili to fee tbe mountains rock. 

C H A P. XLv 

Tbe figures continued: of tbe magtt^vig e^ 
diminifbing figures, 

A Genuine writer of tlw profund will take, 
care never to magni/y any obfeft with- 
out clouding it at the fame time \ his thought 

will 
•. Waller^ + Stetk, on Queen Metiy. % Shttrku . 
* L€i> Alcg. . i Pm Pi/f. •• J^eJUo, Jok, 



will a^pesir in' a- true imft, and very nsilik* 
what IS in «atttiF«« . It muft always ^e re- 
niemba*M9 that dprknrte i^ aq efl^ntial^qi^ali-- 
^'of the frofmdy or, if dicrp chance to te.ij 
glimmering) it m^ft . be> as Milton expreiF(t 
it, . ; •.. ' 

, Th&chieC £giice of this fprt is . • V- 
The HypeiifidL'E, or impoffible. 

For inftayice,- of alf-ion'. ., 1 

^.He roary fo Imk ^d holed fi twmd^rtms! 

grif/ii 
Su very Jbndonji) dmft mt fiHow binu 

Of a. Lady at Dinner. ' ' 

me fhver ivhitentfs that adorns thy neck* 
SulHes the fhte, and'malits the napkin blacks . 

Of the fame. 

*■*— ^ The t obfcurenefs qf her btrtb, ■ 
Cannot eclipfe tbejuftre of her eyes, 
IFbicb moM her all one lights 

Of a BulUbaiting. *^ 

Z Up to the fiats the fpr ailing mafti^ixes fijy 
And add new numfters to the frighted Jby \, 

Of a Scene of Mifery, 

%Bebolda fcpieof mtfery andijuoel . . 
Here Argus foou mgbt iveep bmfelf quite biind^ 

• ret, Aet. t ^^^* I>«»^^< FijlftpoO, 
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t^^M thd' be badBriareus* bundredbands 
*r<t tvipe bis bundred ^es ' < ■ 

And that modeftrequq^of t^o abfent Igvers & 

Ye Gods I annibitate but fpau^e and time, 
Jiad ntake tnvo lovers bapfy. 

3. The -Peri^hrXSis) ^^hiehthe modemr 

call the circumbendtbutf whereof we have 
given examples in the ninth chapter, and ihall 
agfain m the twelfth. 

To the ftme clafe of' the magn(/^ing may be 
tt^tfred the following, which are fo excel- 
lently modern, that we have yet no name 
for them,' In defcribing a country profpcft, • 

* Vd call them mountains ^ but canU ealltbemfa^ 
For fear to <wrong tbem luitb a noffte too'lo^w } 
Habile the fair *vales beneath fo humbly lie, 
Tbdt e*ven bumble feems a term too high, 

III. The laft clafs remainai; of the dimt" 

nijbing i. the Anticlimax,^ and figures : 

, where the (econd line drops quite (hort of 

the firft, than which' nothing creates |;reater 

fui;prire. , 

On the extent of the Eritijb arms. 
+ Under the tropics is our language Jpoke^ 
And part of Flanders bath received our yoke* 
On a Warrior. 

t And thou Dalhouffy the great God of nvatf 
Lieutenant •'CokneUo the Barl of Mar* 

On 

• Anon. t ^«^* X An%n. 
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On the Valour of the Bnglt/b. • 

* NifT art nor nature has the force 

To flop its Jiedtfy courfi^ ' 

Atr Alpi nor Pyt^nteaM keep k-0iit . -':* 

I Nur fortify 'd redoubt. * 

At other times this figure operates in a 
larger extent } and, when tJie gentle reader h 
in ex^£iation of fome great imdgey -he either 
£nds it furpriilngly imperfcft, or i$ prefented 
with fonaethin^ low, or quite, ridiculous : 9i 
furprile rerembling that of a curious perfon 
in a cabinet of antique (tatues, who beholds 
on the pedeftal the names of Homtr^ or Cato $ 
but looking up^ fin(|s Homer without a head, 
and nothing to be feen of Cato but his privy 
members. Such are thefe lines of a leviathan 
at fea, 

-f* His mdtion luorh, and heats tb^ oozy mud. 
And nvitb its Jlifne incorporates the flood, 
TiUaUtb* incumbered, thick, fermenting Jfream 
Does like one pot of boiling ointment feem. 
Wbere^en be fivims^ be leaves along the lake 
JSucb frothy furro^ws, frcb a fiamy track, 
That all toe waters of the deep appiat 
Hoary— tvitb age, .^grey nAfithfuddenfts^. 

• But perhaps even thefe are ex<^lled'by the 
cnfuing : 

X New the refifted flames and fiery flore. 
By 'winds ajaulted, in <wide forges roar, 
And raging feas flo^w down of melted ore, 

I So^e^ 

* Denn» oh Notour, f Blackm, Job, p. 197* 
} Pr. Arthur, p. 157. 
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SometiffU4 tbej bear long iron ^'^ remov'dr 
jhtd to and £ro bugi heaps of cynders ihoT d. 

a. The VUI.GAR, 
h alfo a f^ics of the dimhti/bifigi by thjia 
fpear flying into the air is onwpared to a boy 
v^hifUing ^ he goes on an errandr 
• rbe mighty Stuffii tbreniif a majfy fiear^ 
micb, 'ivitb its errand pleJ^'iJ, fun^ tbro" ibt 

air, 
A man raging with grief to a maftiif dog. 
+ I cannoi fi'tfie ibis gigantic nvge, 
Nor on my raging grief a mu?zle tbrvw* 
End clouds big with water to a woman in 
great neceflity. > 

Diftended 'vuitb the waters \iCem pent, 
^Tbe clouds hang deep in Mr, but hang unrcnt. 

. ^. The Infantine. 

This isy when a poet grow» fo Very fimple, 
as to think fuid talk like a child. I fhail 
take my examines from the greateft maffter 
in this w?iy i hear how he fonfies like a mer« 
i[taramei;er : 

X lAttlt chzrm of flaad fm0t, 
Mtniat3i»re ^ beAUtfs qtieen. 
Hither J Britijb mufe of mine, - 
Hither r eiU ye Grsecian nine. 
With the lovely graces three. 
And your pretty nurfeling fee* 

When 

• Pr. Arthur, f y^*, p. 4I, J Ami. PUIips 
CO Miir Cu n rnfing ^ 
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When ibe meadows next are fein^: - 
S*weet enamel^ white and^ttHf 
H^ben again ilbe lambkins ptay^ 
pretty fportlJngs/tti/ 4^ May, 

*Tben the neck fo «wbite and rounds 
(Little neck luitb brilliants bound,) 
And tby gentlenefs of mindf 
(Gentie from a gentle bind^) &c. 
iiiLjfj^Y tbrice, ^ur^ thrice agen, « 
Happiefi be of h^ppy men, &c. 

amd the reft of thofe excellent lullabies of 
his compofition. 

How prettily he aiks the fheep to teach 
him to bleat ? 

• Teacbmeto grieve with bleating moan, my 
Jbeep. 

Hear how a babe would reafon on his 
nurfe^B death; 

•J- ^at ever fie jcoyjld die i Oh moft unkind I 
ITo die^ and lea<ve poor Collnet behind ! 
Jndyet,' fvt/hy blame I her ? 

With no lefs firaplicity does he JTuppofe, 
that /hepherdefles tear their hair and beat their 
breafts at theii* own deaths : 

X Ye brighter maids, faint emblems of my fair, 
Witb looks caft down, andnvitb di/benfeld hair. 
In bitter anguifi beat your breafis, and moan 
Weirdeatb untimely, as it were your own. 

I » 4. The 

' • PbiUpi't Paitorals. f Ibid. 1 1^ 
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4. The Ikanity, or Nothingness. 

Of this the fame author fumifhes us with 
moft beautiful inflances. 

• Ab Jilly I, more Jtlly than ny Jbeep^ 
(ff^bicb OH the flonjSry flam lonct did keep.) 

t To the gra^e Senate Jbe could counfelgvoe^ 
(Wlicb lAjitb -afionijbment they did receifV€,) 
X He twbom loud cannon could not ierri/^; 
Falls (from the grandeur of bis majefly.) 

\iHapfyj meny as a king. 

Sipping ^Mw -7— ^fl« fip, zxiAfing. 

Where you eafily perceive the notbhtgnefs of 
every fecond verle. 

§ T^tf jioife returning tvitb returning light. 

What did it ? 

Di/pers^d the illence, and diJ)>ell*d,tbe.tAght. 
*• The glories of proud London to fur<vey, 
The fun Jnmfelfjball rife by break qf day. 

5. The Expletive,. 
admirably exemplified in the epitheta of many 
authors. 

7y umbrageous Jbadow, and the «uerdant green^ 
Hbe runniu^ current, and odorous fragrance, 
Cbear my me folitude with joyous gladnefs* 

Or 

• Pbilips's Paftorals. f Bhil, on Queen Mary, 
X Ibtd. II T. Cook, en a graihopper, 4 Jnen, 
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Or in pretty drawling words like thefe^ 

* All men bis tomb, all nun bU fim mdore^ 
And his fons fins, till there Jball be no more. 
The fifing fun our grief did fee, 
*rhe Jettwg fun did fee the fame. 
White mjretcbed tve remembered thee, 
-f* O Sion, Sion, 'hntely name, 

6. The Macrology and Pleonasm ; 

are is generally coupled, as a lean rabbit 
with a fat one j nor is it a wonder, the fu- 
perfluitv of words and racnity of fenfe be- 
ing juft the fame thing. I am pleafed to fte 
one of our greateft adverfaries employ this 
figure. 

X *rbe growth of meadonjjs, and the pride of 

- >/^, , 

nefood of armies, and fuffort of nvars, 
^efiife offtwords, and gleanings of a fight, 
Lijen bis numbers f and control his hop. 
Wherever bis friends retire, or foes fucceed, 
Co^ver^dtwitb tentfrfls, and in oceans dro^n^dm 

Of aU which the perfeftion is 

The Tavtolocy. 

I Break thro* the billows, and — M'vide tbt 

main. 
In fnmther numb^s,. and^infqfler verje. 
\ Divide— Aisri part— //^^ fever*d nmrid'^ tA 

two, . 

I 3 With 

• r. Cook, Poems, f Ibid. % Camp* B Tonf 
Mifc. 12*, voU iv, ^ige 29 1^ 4th edit^ \ Ibid. 
. »ol. fi. p. isi. 
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With ten thoufand others equaily mufical» 
and pentifiilly flowing through moft of our 
celebrated modem poems. 

C H A P. XII. 

Of exfrtj/ion^ and the federal forts tfftyU of 
tbeprefent agi» 

THE expreffion is adequate, when it Is 
proportionably low to the frofundlty o€ 
the thought. It muft not be always gram^' 
matical, left it appear pedantic and ungentle- 
manly; nor too clear, for fear ^ it become 
vulgar ; for obfcurity beftows a caft of die 
wonderful, and throws an oracular dignity 
upon a piece which hath na meaning. 

For example, fometimes ufe the wrong 
number j the pworJ and peflUenc'e at once de^ 
'voursy inftcacl of devour. • Sometimes the 
wrong cafe : and ivbo more fit to footh the god 
than thee F inftead of thou. And rather than 
fay, Thetis faw AchiQes tveep, fiie beard him 
weep. 

We muft be exceeding clEuiefb] in two 
things ; iirft, in the choice of lorn) words : fe- 
condly, in the fiber and ordetJy way of rang* 
ing them*. Many of our poets are naturally 
blefted with this talent, infomuch that they 
^x^ in ctrcumftance of that honeft citizen, 
who had made profe all Kis life without 
knowing it. Let venes run in this manner, 

iuft 

•*7i. Ucm, IL i. 
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juil to be a vehicle to the words (I take 
them from the laft cited author, who, though 
otherwife by no means of our rank, feemed 
once in his life to have a mind to be fimple.) 

• If mU o, prizi I twill myfelf d^cree^ 
From bwif or bimf or elfe perhaps from thee* 

■f* "^-^^fuU of iL^s nvas he ; 

Two ages paft^ be Ihu^d the third to fee* 

3: The king of forty ki/qrs^ and honoured mors 
tj mighty Jove^ than e-er *was king before* 

I That I may know, if .thou my pray^ dtny^ 
Tlemofi dejpis'd of all the Gods am 1. 

§ Then let my mother once be ruVd by^e, 
Though much more ijoife than I pretend to be* 
Qt theie» of the fame hand : 

*• / leave the arts of poetry Std verie 
T'o them, that pra&ife them <with more fitcceft^ 
Cf greater truths I now prepare to telly 
Andfo at oncet dear friend andmufe^farenneU 

Sometimes a flngle <word will vulgarife a 
poetical idea; as where a (hip fet on fire 
owes ail the fyirit of the bathos to one choi^ 
wordy that ends the line. 

tt Andbisfcorch^d ribs the hot amtagion ifry'd. 
And in that defcription of a world in ruins : 

• ShouU 

•rU Hm. 11 p. !!• t Ibid. p. 17. % P. 29. 

II P. 34. § P. 38. •• T^nf. Mifc. ia«. ?ol. If. 
p« 391. fourth c4it, tt ^'< 'db^hur, p. 1^1. 
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* Should the whole frame tf nature round bim 

break, 
He, unconcerned, lAfouId bear tbe mghty cracky 

So alfo in thde, 

+ Beafis tame and favage to tbe r'wer* shrink 
tome from tbe fields and wild abodes-^to drink* 

Frequently two or three words will do it 
ffFeftually, 

X He from tbe clouds does jbe fweet liqupr 

fqueeze^ 
^at cbears tbe foreft and the garden trees. 

It is alfo ufeful to employ technical te^mSm 
which eftrange your ftyle from the great and 
general ideas of nature : and the higner your 
Sib j eft is, the lower Should ypu ftatch into 
mechanics for your exj^ilion. If you de« 
fcribe the garment of an aneel, fav that his 

S linen was finely Jbun, and bleached on the 
apfy plains. || Call an army of angels, an' 
gelic cutrajjiers \ and, if you have occafion to 
fi^ention a number of misfortunes, ftyle them 

% Fre/b troops tffmns^ and regimented oiiflirx. 

Style is divided by the rhetoricians* into 
the proper and the ifigured. Of the" figured 
we have already ti'eated, and the proper is 
what ofir authors have nothing to do with. 
Pf ilyles we fliall mention only the principal, 
. ■ ■ - ; . . /which 

: .t r«»/. Mifc. voU «.p. 119. t 36n^, p. 2$3... 

J Id. Joby p. 164. § Pr. Anbury p. 19. 
Ibid. p. 339. f 7oA,p.86, 
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which owe to the modems either their chief 
improvement^ or intire invention. 

X. The Florid Style, 

than which none is more proper to the bathos^ 
as flowersy which are the lonveft of vegetables, 
are moft gaudj^ and do many tiroes grqw in 
great plenty at the bottom of ^9»^ and ditches, 
A nne writer of this kind piefents you yritk 
the following pofy s 

* ^e groves appear all drefs^d'mti'wreatbs qf 

flowers, - ' 

And from their leases drop aromatic powers, 
Wh^e fragrant beads, in myftic twines above, 
Exchanged their fweets, and mift^d with tbou* 
fandkijfes. 
As if the tmlling branches flrove 
To beauiify and Jbade the grove \ 

(which indeed moft branches dp.) But this Is 
ftiU excelled by our laureate, 

-t* Branches in branches ttvin^d compdfe the grove f 
Andjhoot andJpreadf'Ond blojffbm into love. 
The trembling palms their mutual vovjs repeat^ 
And bending poplars bending poplars meet. 
The difiant tlantanes feem to prefs more nigh, 
Aru(to the Jgbing alders alders flgb,. 

Hear alfo our Homer. ' 

X His robe of ftate iV fornCd of light refin'd, 
M endlifs train of luflre fpread behind. 

His 

• Btbn'9 Poems, p. a. f Guirdian, 12*, 127. 
X Mlaehm. Pf, civ. 
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Hu tbrvte't of bright colnpa6led glory maJe^ 

With pearls ceUJiiaiy and *wifh geaw inlaid s 
Whence Roo^s of joy and fca» oJJpUn4or ficmi^ 
On all the dngelic gating throng below^ , 

^. The Pert Style.. 

• This does iii iei peculiar mamier become the 
low in vntf as a pert air does the low in fta* 
tiire. Mr. Thomas BrcoMmy the author of the 
London fpy^ and all the Sphts and Trips in ge- 
Aeradt are herein to ^e (Uligftntl j ftudied j In 
verfc Mr. Cihber^s prolines. 

But the* beauty and energy of it ie never 
fo conipicuous, as when it i« employed in mo^ 
4irmfing and adapting to the tafif of the times 
the works of the antients. This we cightly 
phrafe^ dmng t\stm into Englifit and PmI^ 
them Englijoi two exjpreiEons of great pro- 
priety, die one denoting our negUS of th^ 
fnamur bonv^ the other the force and compid" 
Jion, with which it is brou^t about. It is 
by virtue Of this ftyle that Tacims talks like 
a coffee-hoiife politician. Jofepku * like tli9 
9ritt/b Gazetteer, TuUy is as (bort and Ihkart 
as Seneca or Mr. Afgillf Marcus Aureluu xa 
excellent at fiaip fnap, and honeft Thomas a 
Kentpis as prim and polite as any preacher at 
court. 

3. The A^AMODE Style, • 

which is fine by being nenv^ and has this hap- 
pincfs attending it, that it is as durable and 

exteniivc 

• J^fip^^h trinflated by Sir Rog^t Vtflrang^,, 
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extenfive as the ooem itfelf. Take fomt ex. 
amples of it^ in toe defcription of the fiin in a 
mourning coach upon the death of Queen 
Mary. 

* Sti Phoebus nvw^ as Mcefor Phactony 
HasMaJICd bis facif and fut deep moormng 

. . on; 
Dark thuds bis fable chariot dojurmmd^ 
And tbe duU fteeds ftalk Q*er the melancholy 
round. 
Of Prince Arihttr*s foldier^ drinking. 

f WhU ficb burgundian ww/, and brigftt 

champaign^ 
Cbacefrom tbeir ntfnds tbe terrors rf tbe fuainp 

(whence we alfo XwnXf that bur^undf and 
ebampmg;H make a man on ihore defpife a ftorm 
at fea.) 

Of the. almighty incamping his regiment. 

X -^^-^ He funk a *vafl capacious deep, 
Hlsere be bis liquid regiments does keep. 
*Tbitber tbt <swpves file o4F and maki their tvn^ 
To form the mighty body, of the fea i 
UHjere tb^ incamp, and in their ftation ftand, 
In^ehchM in works of rocks, and lines ^* 
fand. 
Of two armies on the point of engaging. 
§ Yon" armies are tbe cards <wbicb both wnfi 

/% ; - 
At leap come off a faver, if you may : 

Throw 

• Atfih. Philips. t ^^•-Artbur^ p. 16. 
X- Blachn, Pf. cIy. p. a6t, § Lee, So]>hon. 
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Throw boldly at the funi tbi Gods have fet ; 
7'b£fe onyoUr/de *wiU all their fortunes bet. 

All pcrfc6lly agreeable to the prefcnt cufiomt 
and bed famions of our metropolis. 

But tht principal branch of die alamode is 
the Pn URGENT, a ftyle greatly advanced and 
honoured of late by the pi-aftice of pcrfons 
of the firfi mality \ and, by the 'encourage- 
ment or the ladies^ not unfuccefefully intro- 
duced even into the drawing-room. Indeed 
its incredible pi^grefs and conquefls tnay be 
compared to t^ofe of the great Se/ojfriif and 
are every-whcre known by the fame marks, 
the images of the genital parts ot men or wo- 
men. It confifts wholly of metaphors drawn 
from two moft fruitful fources or fprings, the 
very bathos of the human body, that is to fay 
•*• and •*•♦* hiatus magnus lacbrymdbiiis 
•••• And felling of bargains » and double en- 
tendre f and KipPipicrjAoi and '0>2fu}\itciMi, all 
derived from the faid fources. 

4r The Finical Style, 

which eonfifts of the moft curious, affefled, 
mincing metaphor, and partakes of the ala>' 
mode : as tlie following a 

Of a brook dried by the fun. 
* Won by the fummefs importuning ray, n 
W eloping f ream did from her channel fray ^ v 
And with enticing fua-beants ftok away. 3 

Of 

♦ Mckm, ytbs p. a6. 
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Of an cafy death.' 

*Wben watchful death /ball on his bar<vejl look. 
And fee tbee^ ripe fwith'ages invite tb^ book $ 
flifVZ gently cut thy bending ^alk^ and tbee 
Lay kindly in the grave, bis granary. 

Of trees in a ftorm. 

+ Oaks nvhofe- extenkedarmt the nvinds defy, 
*rbg tfimfefl fees their firength^ and fighs^ and 
paflfes by. 

Of water firtniering ov«r the fat. 

X' The f^arkling flames raife fivaterto la fmile, 
Tet the pleasM liquor pines, and lejfens all tke 
ivhile, 

5. I,ASTi,y, I fhall pbce th^ Cumbrous, 
wmch moves heavily under a load of nieta- 
phors, and draws after it a long train of 
vrords : and theBusKiN,or^^/f/>/, frequently 
and with great felicity mixed with the former. 
For, as the iirft is the proper engine to deprefs 
what is high, fp is the fecond to raife what is 
bafe and low to a ridiculous viiibility. Whea 
both thefe can be done at once, then is the 
bathos in perfe6):ion ; as, when a man is fet 
Trith his head downward and his breech up*, 
lieht, his degradation is compleat : one end 
of him is as high as ever, only that end is 
the avrong one. Will not every time lover of 
the frofund be delighted t6. behold the moft 
K vulgit' 

• Blaclim, Joh^ 0. a^, .,f Z?Jj«/r, J Jnon^ Tfftfm 
Mifc, Part'6, p. a24r "* * 
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vulgar and low a6Uons of .life exalted in the 
following manner ? 

Who knocks at the door I 

For nvhom thus rudely fieads my loud-tt^^'^d 

gate 
^at be may enter f 

See who is there ? 

* Advance the f tinged eur tains of thy eyes, 
And tell me *wbo comes yonder. 

Shut the door. 

7be nvooden guardian of our privacy 
\^ici on its axle tuns* 

Bring my cloaths. 

Bring me nvhat nature y ttnkr to the bear^ 
To man himfetfdenfd ; Joe gave me coldy 
But ivould not gifye me maths. 

Light the fire. 
Bring forth fame remnant ^Promethean thefi 
^ick to expand th* inclement air, congealed 
By Bor6asV rude breath* 

$aufF the candle*. 

Ton* luminary amputation needs f 

7bu^ Jball you fofOe its hedfexthigmfli'd life*. 

^ Opei^ the lettef . 

f Waxf render up thy trufi^ 

UacOi^k 
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yncork the bottle, and chip the bread. 

Jlfth tbtne engine to ihejpwgy dour : 

Met Bacchus from his glajj^ frifonfree^ 

And frip msbite Ceres of her itut-bro'vtm coat. 

CHAP. XIII. 
MfrtieSfvr the advoHcement of the bathos. 

THUS have I (my dear countrymen) 
with incredible pains and diligence dif- 
covered the hidden fources of the batkosy or, 
as I may fay, broke open the abyifes of this 
greeit deep. And having now eftabliihed good 
and wholeTome laws, what remains, but that 
all true moderns with their utmoft might do 
l^oceed to put the fame in execution ? in or-^ 
der whereto, I think I (hall, in the fecond 
ylace, highly deferve of my country by pro- 
poiing fuch a fchenUf as may facilitate this 
great etid. 

As our number is confeffedly far fuperior 
to that of the enemy, there ieems nothing 
wanting but unanimity among ourfelves. It 
i$ therefore humbly offered, that all and eve^* 
ry individual oHkit bathos do enter into a firm 
alSbciation, and incorporate into one regular 
body, whereof every member, even the mean- 
eft, ynll fome way contribute to the fupport 
of the whole ; in like manner, as the weakeft 
leeds, when joined in one bundlie, become 
infrangible. To which end our art ought 
to be put upon the fame foot with other arts 
Yi% . of 
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of this age. The v aft iinprovcment of mode^^ 
« nianufa6iures ariieth from their being dividei| 
into feveral branches, and parcelled out tat 
fevei'al trades : for inlbnce, m clock- making^ 
one artift makes the balance, another the 
ipring, another. the crown-wheels, a fourth 
tne cafe, and the principal workman puts all 
together : to this oeconotny w^ owe the pfer- 
fedion of our modern watches, and doubt- 
lefs we alfo might that of our modern poetTf 
and rhetoric, were the feveral parts branched) 
out in the like manner. 
. Nothing is more evident thap tha^ divert 
perfons, no other way remarkable, have ezxih 
a ftrong difpofition to the formation of fomc 
particular trope or figure. ArifiotU laitji, 
• that, ** the hyperbole is an ovnament fit for 
** young men of quality j'' accordingly vne 
find in thofe gentlemen a wonderful ^ropenfi^ 
towards it, which is marvelloufiy improvedl 
by ti-avelling. Soldiers alfo and feamen are 
ytry happy in the fame figure. The periphra* 
Jis or circumlocution is the peculiar talent of 
country farmers ; the proverb and apologue o£ 
old men at clubs ; the ellipfis, or i'peech hf 
half- words, of miDiiler$ and politicians ; the 
afofiopefis of courtiers j the Htotei, or diminur 
tion of ladies, whiiperers, and .backbiters s 
and the anadipb/is of coipmon cryers ana 
hawkers, who by redoubling the fame words 
perfuade people to buy their oyfters, green 
naftings, or new b^Usds.. Epithets may be 
found in great plenty at Billin^ate, farcafm.^ 
ai^d iror^ learne4 VpQJ? the water^ and the 

epipbo' 
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\piflonema or exclamation frequently from the 
bear-garden, and as frequently from the hear 
him of the hdufe of commons. 

Now each man^ applying his whole time and 
genius upon his particular^j^«r^, would doubt- 
lefs attain to perfection \ and when each be- 
came incorporated and fwom into the fociety 
(as hath been propofed) a poet or oratoi* 
would have no morie. to do but to fend to the 
particular traders in each kind, to the meta- 
pborift for his allegoriesy to tht /imiU-maker 
for his comparifonsy to the ironifi for his Jar^ 
€affHSf to the afotbegmatift for his fentencei^ 
$K* whereby a dedication or fpeech would bQ 
eompofed in a moment, the fuperior arti(( 
having nothing tq do but to put together all 
the materhils. 

I therefore propofe, that there be contrived 
ymxh all convenient difoatch, 9t the public 
ezpence^ 2i rhetorical cBefi of dra^wers' conCiG:^ 
itig of three ftories, the highed for thfe deliM- 
rathuff the middlefor thtdemonfratiatey and 
the loweft for the judicial. Thefe (hall be 
divided into loci or places, being repofitories 
Ibr matter and argument in the feveral kinds 
of oration or writing j ind every drawer (hall 
again be fub-divided into cells, refembling 
ihofe of cabinets for rarities. The apartment 
fot peace ov <wary and that of the liberty of. 
tbeprefsy may in a very few days be filled 
^ith feveral arguments perfectly new \ and 
the vituperati've partition will as eafily be re- 
pleniflicd with a moft choice coUef^loni in- 
tircly of the growth and manufa6lure of thtf 
• ' K $ pre- 
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piefent age. Every compofer will foon lie 
taught the vie of this cabinet, ttnd how to 
manage all the regifters of it, which will he 
drawn out much in the manner of thoii. in im. 
organ. 

The keys of it inuft be kept in hnncft htirn^f, 
by fome re-jcrr 'd pclntCy or <:u:i:/<;;t cfficrr^ 
•of iinqueftioncd loyalty and p.fFc^lion to i-vtTf 
prefent eftabl)f!in>t.nt in church i^nd ftaro; 
which will fufliciertly gimrd nc;3iniJ:nny rnif- 
chief, that might otheiwife be apjUelicndcd 
from it. 

' And, bein^ lodged in fuch hnnd?, it may 
be at difcretion let out by the Jnj to leviTHl 
great orators in both houfes : from wh^fficc 
It is to be hoped much proft Aivi^a^ will alio 
accrue to our ibciety. 

CHAP. XIV. 

ffow to make dedications y fanegyria tr fnihrr^ 
and fffthe cokursofbw^utabUanddjJio.Aur'' 

NOW of what neceflity the foregoing pro- 
]t^ may prove, will appear from this 
iingle confideration, that nothmg is of equ^l 
confequence to the fuccefs of our works, r* 
fpeed2iXiA difpaich. Great pity it is, tbat i^^ 
' lid brains are not like other folid bodies, con- 
ftantly endowed with a velocity in finking 
proportioned to their Iicavinefs : for it is wi:h 
the flowers of the bathos as with thole of na- 
ture, which if flie careful gardener bring* 
no|; haftily to market in the morriing, inuft 
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improfitably periih and wither before niglit^ 
And of all onr prodUftions none is fo fhort- 
lived as the dedtcatiofi and panegyrir, which 
are often but theprai/e of a day, and become 
by the next nttei'ly ufclef^, hnproper, inde- 
€ent» and falfe. This is the more to be la^- 
mented, inaiiaficH air thefe two are the forts^ 
whereon in a manner depends that profit^ 
whiA mnft ftill be remembered to be the main 
end of our nxjt^iters and jpedktrs* 

We ftiall tbcrtfbi^ employ this chapter ift 
JDicwing the m^tkejt methoa of compofing 
them ; after wnich we will teach ^^ftjort^ap 
to epic poetty* And, thdfe being confdTedljp 
ihe works of ntoft importance and difficulty^ 
h is prefumed ^ may leave the reft to each 
«u thorns own learning or praftice, 

Firft fA panegyric, Eveiy man is bonoumhte^ 
who is fo oy law, ctaftom, or title. The pub* 
he are better judges of what is honourable, 
6ian private men . The virtues of great men, 
likei£o{bof platits, are inherent in themwhe-* 
fher they are exerted or ngt ; and the ihore 
ihongly inherent, the lefs they are exerted j 
as a mail is tlie more rich, the lefs he fpend$« 
All great miniftcrs, without either private o^ 
Ofconomical virtue, are *uirt'uous by uicirpofls.i 
fiberal and generous upon the public money^ 
provident upon public fuppiies, juft by paying 
public iuterejff cowageous and magnanimouf 
J)y the fleets and armies , magnificent upon the 
public expences, and prudent by public Juccefs. 
They have by their office a rignt to a mare of 
the public flock of virtues 5 bfeWcs they are by 
JfC4. pre- 
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prefcription immemorial invefted in all the 
celebrated virtues of their predecfffors in the 
fame ftations, efpecially thofe of their own 
anceftors. 

As to what are commonly called the colattri 
of honourable and dijkonourable^ they arc vari- 
ous in different countries : in this they are 
blucy green J and red» 

But forafmuch as the duty we owe to the 
public doth often reqi^ire^ that we fhould put 
ibme things in a ftrong light, and throw a 
fliade over others, I HiaU explain the method 
of turning a vicious maainto a hero. 

The firft and chief rule is the golden rule <f 
iransformatiojjy which confifts in converting 
vices into their bordering virtues. A roan 
who is a fpend-thrift, and will not pay a juft 
debt, may have hi^ injuilice./r/uf^or^s^^/into 
liberality i cowardice may be metamorpho- 
fed into prudence; intemperance into good 
nature and g^d fellowihip ; corruption into 
patriotifm j and lewdnefs into tenderBefs and 
facility. 

The fecond is the rule of contraries ; it is 
certain, the lefs a man is indued with any 
virtue, the more need he has to have it plen- 
tifully beftowed, efpecially thofe good quali-, 
ties, of which the world generally belfeves he 
hath none at all *. for who will thank a man 
for giving him that which he has ? 

The rcverfe of thefe precepts will ferve for 
fat'tre, wherein we are' ever to remark, that 
whofo lofeth his place, or becomes out of fa- 
vour with the government^ hath foifeited his 

fliarc 
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i^9Xe in public fraife ^v^- bomur. Therefore 
tbe truly -public- fpirited writer ought In duty 
to ftrip hini) whoniv the government hath . 
ftiipped 5 which is the rc^T poetical juftice of 
t^s age. For a full coUe^ion of topics and 
cpiihets to be ufed in the praife and difpraife 
of minifterial and unminifterial perfons, J re* 
fer to our rhetorical cabinet j concluding with 
an eameft exhortation to all my brethren to 
obierve the precepts here laid down^ the neg- 
lt6t of whicn hath coft fome of diem their ears 
ukSLpHlofy* 

CHAP. XV* 
J receipt to make an epic poem* 

AN epic poem, the critics agi'ee, is the 
g;reateft work human nature i^ capable 
•f. They have already laid down many me- 
chanical rules for compofitions of this fort, 
Imt at the fafpe time they cut off almoft all 
vndertakers from the pofEbility of ever per- 
forming tHeiB y for the. firft quaiificatioh they 
onanimoufiy reiquire in a poet^ is zgemus. I 
Ihall here endeavour (for the benefit of my 
countrymen) to make it manifeft, that epic 
poems maybe mzdetwitbout- a- genius, nay 
without learning or much reading. Thitf 
muft neceflarxlv be of great ufe to all thofe^ 
who confcfe tney never read^ and of whon» 
the world iS' convinced they never learn. MO'* 
Bere obferves of making a dinner» th^t any 
I can do it ivitb monty, and> if a profeH'ed 
K 5 cook 
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cook cannot do it fwhbtmtf he has his art for 
nothing : the fame n)ay be (aid of making i 
poem, It is eafily brought abOnt hy him that 
has zgeniusy but the (kill lies in doing it 
without one. In purfuance of this ead, I 
fhall prefent the reader with a plain an^ cer- 
tain recipe^ by which any aiithor in the *«• 
tkos may be qualified for thi$ grand perfona- 
ance. ^ 

For the pABtf ^ 

Take out of any old poem, hifloiy-boel:, 
romance, or legfnd (for inftance, Geqjferj 4 
Monmouth or iXm B^Hods if Greece) tbofe 
parts of the ftory whi^h aiFord moft icope far 
long . defertptinns I put thei'e pieces together, 
and throw all the adventvi^s you fancy iots 
ime tide. Then take a btroy whom yoo nn/ 
chufe for the found of his name, and put him 
into the midft of thefe adventures % tnerc let 
him njuork for twelve books j at the end of 
which you may take him oiit, ready pnepar* 
ed to conquer or to iMdirfy e it being neceflary 
diat the conchiiion of as epic potm b^Jkria^ 
Hate. 

To make an Xpisodb. 

T^e any remaining adventure of yoar 
former coUe^liony in which you could n» 
way involve, your hero s or any unfortunate 
accident, that was toa ffood to be thrown a- 
way ; and . it will be of ufe, applied to any 
0ber per/on, who may be loft ^niiraforett in 

the 
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tlie courfe of the work, v^hout the leaft da* 
mage to the compofition. 

For the Moral andALLEQOnr. 

Thcfe you 'may extra£l out of the fable af- 
tervrards, at your leiiure : be fure you htim 
them fuffitiently. . . - . # 

Foi' the Manne»>S4 

. For thofe of the hero, tajce all tjiebeftqua- 
llties you can find in tljte nroft celebrated he- 
roesof anti<][uit^.^ if they will not b^, reduced 
to a conjiflencyy lay them alt oh a heap upon 
him. But be fure they are qualities, which 
your piHron would be thoia^t to have ; ' and 
to prevent any miftake, which the world may 
be fubjeft to, feleft from the alphabet .tho& 
capital letters that compofe hia name, and iet 
them at the head of a dedication before your 
poem. However, do not abfolutely ibfeiVe 
the exaft quantity of thcfe virtues, it not be- 
ing deteiTOined whether or no it be nfcceflary 
for the hero of a poem to be an' honeft man. 
fet the under tbaroBers; gather them from 
Homer and ^r^V, and change the names a$ 
occafion fei-vcs. 

tov the Machines. 

Take of ^^Vi^r, male and female, as many 
as yott can ufe 1 feparate them into two equal 
pans, and keep Jupiter ih the middle $ let 
Jum put him iA a ferment, and Fe?tut moWMy 
kirn. Remember on all occa£ons to make 
ufe pf volatile mercury. If you have need 
K6 of 



156 MARTINUS SCRIBLERU5 

of de*vils, draw them out of Milton's paradife^ 
and cxtiaft your fpirits from Tajfo.^ The ule 
of thefc machines is evident; lince no epic 
poem can poflibly fubfift without them» the 
wrfeft way is to referve them fox your greateft 
necefllties : when you csiinot extricate your 
hero by any human means, or youri'elf by 
your own wit, feek relief from heaven, and 
the Gods will do your bufmefs very readily. 
This is according to the direft prefcription of 
Horace in his art of poetry ; 

Nee deus inter/it^ n^i dipms vindite nodus 
Inciderit^ 

'J'hat is to fay, a foet JboM never eall upon 
the Gods for ibHr ajjifiance^ hut 'when he is in 
great perplexity. 

For the Descriptions. 

For a tempeft. Take eurus, zephyr, aufter, 
and boreas, and caft them together in one 
verfe : add 'to thefe of rain, lightning and 
thunder (the loudc{{ you can) quantum fuffidt. 
Mix your clouds and billows wejl together 
till they foam, and thicken your defcriptiott 
here and there with a quick- fand. ..Brew your 
tempeft well in your head, befoix you fet it a 
blowing. 

For a battle. Pick a la*ge quantity of ima- 
ges, and^ defcriptions from Homer''s iliadsy 
with a fpice or two of Firgil, and, if there re- 
main any overplus, you may lay them by for 
fiirmijb, Seafon it well vf'vxh, Jimlles, and it 
will make an excellent battle^ 

For 
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For z burning tonwi. If fuch a defcription 
benecelfary (becaufe it is certain there is one 
in yii^il}. old Trjy is already burnt to vovir 
hand^. But^ iT.yoti fear that wdula 'b« 
thought borrowed, a chapter or two of But' ' 
nefs theory of the conflagration, well circum- 
jflanced and. donci into vejrfe^.will be a gobd'^ 
Juccidaneum^ 

As foxfohiles, ai^d metaphors ^ they may be 
found al^ over the creatioQ ; the moft ignb- 
i*ant mzy gather \Ai<exti, but the difRculty is io 
nfpljing t))em. For this advife with your 
boohfeuer* . ♦ 

C H A P. XVI. . 

AprojeSfor the advancement oftbeflage^ 

IT may be thought that we ihould not whol* 
ly omit the drama, which makes To great 
and ifo lucrative a part of poetry. But this > 
province is.fo well taken care of by the prefent 
^^anagers of the theatre, that it is peife^ily 
^needlefs to fuggeit to them any other methods 
than they have already praflifed for the ad-^ 
vancement of the bathos. 

Here the^refore , in the name of all our bre- 
thren, let me. rejium our (incere and humble 
thanks to the moft auguft Mr. Bartop Bootby 
the moft ferene Mr, Robert Wtlks, and the 
moft undaunted Mr. Colley Cibber 5 of whom 
let it be known, nvben the people . of this age 
fiaR be anceflors, and to all the fuccejjion of our 
faccejfors^ that to this prefent day they conti- 
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nuc Xo out-do even their dtjon outSings ; and, 
when the inevitable hand of fweeping time 
ihall have bnilhed off all thje woixs of to^ 
day^ may this teftimony of a co-tcmporaiy 
critic, to their fame be extfexfded as far as to^ 
0iorro'w,, 

Yet, if to fo Mrife an admiiriihatTon it be 
poiiible any- thing can be added, it is that 
more' ample and compreh'enfive fcheme which 
Mr. Dennis and Mr. Gildoji (the two greateft 
critics and reformers, then livingj made pub- 
lic in the year 17209 ih a pi'oj6^ figned with 
their narifes, and dated the ad of February. I 
cannot better conclude than by prefenting the 
reader with the fubftance of it. 

J. ItMS propofed, that the two tbeatres.h^ 
incorporated into one company ; that the r^al - 
acadimj of mufic be added to them as an 0r^. 
chejlra \ and. that M*'- Vigg with his prise- 
fighters, and Ftolante with the rope-dancers^ 
be admitted* in partrterfhip. 
. ». That a IJjacious building be erefted at 
the jmblic. ex pence, ^Jipable of containing at ^ 
lea ft (en thoufand fpedlators, which h become 
abfolutely neceflUry by the great additfort of 
children andnurfes to the audience, fmce the 
new entertainments*. TTiat there be a ftage 
as large as the^ Athenian, which was near 
Ainety thoufand geometrical pacts f^uare, 
and leparate divifions for the two houfts of 
parliament, my lords the jtidges, the hcfftour- 
able the direftors of Ae icademjr, and tlw 

court 

* Fantomimes were then firft exhibited in £/r^/tfirif. 
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court 6f Aldermen; who ihall all have their 
plaees fi-iiAk. 

3. IfH^e^infter-bdllhenotzWiitied to this 
, fttyict (which by reafbn of it* proximity to 

the two chambers of parliament abovcmen- 
tioned feems not altogether improper) iti$ left 
Uf the wiiBom of the nation, whether Somet'* 
fit'h9i^0 m^y not be demdifhed, aUid a thea- 
tre built upon that fite, tfrhich lies cojivctjient 
to receive ipe^ators from the county of Surrejf^ ' 
5who may be ^aftpd thither by water-carriage, 
cfteemedTby affprojeftors the cheaptfft whsltfo- 
cTcr, To this may be added, that the river 
namfs may in the readieft nAmier convey 
thofe pmineilt perfonftges from coiirr^ beyond 
the feas,- who may be drawn eifhl?r by curio- 
lity to behold fome of our moft celebrated 
peoes, or by affe^ion to fee their country^ 
men, th? bariepins and enmtehs \ of which 
convenient notice mav be given, for two or 
^ef momhs before, fn the pubgc prints, 

4, That the tbeairt abovefaid be environed 
with -a fair quadrangle of buildings, fitted 
fot the ticcomraodation of decayed critics and 
poets y out of whom fix of Aie mo ft aged 
(their age to be computed from the year 
wherem their firft worlc wa& publiHued) fiiall 
be* elc6h»d to manage the affairs of the fociety,. 
provided neverthelcfs that the laureat for the 
time being' may be always one. The head oi* 
preitdent over all (to present difoutes, but 
too frequent among the learned) mall be thV 
moft ancient foet and crifu to be fouttd in the 
whole ilhind, 

5. The 
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5. The mak-f layers are to be lodged in thtf 
garrets of the faid quadrangle, and to, attend 
the perfons of the poets dwelling under them, ' 
by bru(hing their apparel, drawing on their 
flioesy and the liice. The a^re^es are U> 
make their beds and waih their linen. 

j6 . A large room (hall be fet apart for a Uhr^^ 
ryt to conml of all the modern dramatic poems, 
and all the criticifms extant. In the mtdil.of 
this room fhall be a round table for the coum^ 
ell qfjix to fit and deliberate on the merits of 
plays. The majority (hall 'determine the dif- . 
pute { and if it (hould happen, that three and 
three (hould be of each fide, the pr^denc 
(hall have a cafling <voice^ unlefs where the 
contention may run fo high as to require a de<> 
cifion hy Jingle combat, 

7. It may be convenient to place the couneU 
of fix in fome confpicuous fituation in thie 
theatie, where, after the manner ufually prac- 
tifed by compofers in ^ufic, they may give. 
fi^s (before fettled and agreed upon) of dif« 

iike or approbation. In confequence of the& 
iisns the whole audience (hall be required to 
ciap or hifs^ that the town may learn cer- 
tainly,, when and how far they ought to be 
plea&d. 

8. It is fubmitted, whether it would not 
be proper to. diftinguifh the council of fix by 
fome particular habit or gown iaf an honour- 
able (nape and colour, to which may be add- 
ed a fquare. cap and a white wand. 

9. That, to prevent unmarried a£breiles 
making away with their infants, a competent 

pro- 
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providon be allowed for the nurture of them, 
vrhoiihall for that reafon be deemed the cbil* 
dren oftbefociety i and, that thev may be edu- 
cated according to the genius ot their parents, 
the faid a£b:eUes (hall declare upon oath (as 
far as their memory will allow) the true 
names and qualities of their feveral fathers. 
A private gentleman^s fon (hall at the public 
expence be brought up a page to attend the 
council of fix : a more ample provifion ftiaU be 
made for the fen of a poet^ and a greater SiiM 
for the fon of. 3, critic, 

io» If it be difcovefed, that any ajftrefe is 
got with . child during the interludes of any 
play, wherein (he,hath a part, it ihall be rec- 
koned a negledl: of herbufinefs, and (he (hall 
forfeit accordingly, Jf any adlor for the fu- 
ture (hall cominit murder, except upon the 
Aage, i4ie (hall b^ left to the laws of the land ) 
the like is to be underftood of robbery and ibcfu 
^ In all other cafes, particularly in thofe foj: 
iUbt, it is propofed that this, like the other 
courts of Wbitehall and St. James\ may be 
held a place ofpri'vilege. And whereas it has 
been found, that an obligation to fatisfy pal- 
try creditors has been difcouragement to men 
ot letters, if any perfon of quality or others 
(hall fend for any poet or critic of this fociety 
to any remote quarter of the town, the faid 
poet or critic (hall frecly,pafs and repafs, with- 
out being liable to an arreft, 

II. The forementioned fcheme, in its feve- 
ral regulations, may be fupported by pro(it8 
ariiing from every tnird*night throughout the 

ycai'. 
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year. And a« it would he hard to ftippo(^ 
that Co many perfons could lire without any 
food (though from the fornler courfe of their 
lires n <vety little vnll be d^enned fufficient) 
the mailers of calciilatiori will, we believe, 
agree, that out of thofe profits the faid per- 
fons might be fubfifted iit a ibbcir and decent 
manner. We will tenture to affirm farther, 
that not only the proper magannes of thunder 
and lightning, Ynt pahtf dm-drinh^ j^ttin^* 
pots, and all other nectjfafies of tife, may m 
like manner fairly be provided for. 

ri. If fome of the articles may at firft view 
feem liable to objeftions, particularly thoft 
that give f6 vaft a power to the tounctl fffix^ 
{which ts indeed larger thati any entrufted to 
die mat ofikers of ihlte)*(hk may be obvia^ 
ttA by fwcaring thofe Jhi ptfrfons of his ma. 
je(W's privy council, ttA obliging Aem to 
pais every, thing iff mtmttnt ^i*i/inifly at Aat 
mufk Uonouiimt board. 
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.viltGILIUS RESTAURATUSi 

MARTINI SCRIBLERT, 

Samj&i Crkici, . 
, C^STIPATJONUM in^^NlflDEM 

SPECIMEN. 

JBneidem totam, amrce lef^or, iniiameni- 
bilibus poene mendis fcaturientem, ad prif- 
tinum ienfum revocabimus. In iingulis 
fere rerfibtis fpuriae occurrunt ledUones, 
in omnibiid q\ios unquam vidi codicibus!,^ 
ant vttlgatis aut ineditis, ad opprobrium 
-a(qiie critkorutn^ in.hunc diem exiftentes^ 

* Interea adverte oculos, &fais paucis fiiiere. 
At fi <}vas iint in hifce caftigationibus de 
qiiibus non fatis liquet, fyllabanira quan- 
tiutesy ^pohyofioet noftra libro ipfi prac^n 
genda, ut coxifulasj moneo* 



I. Spb« 



i$( MAKTlHieCRIBLSRI 
I. Specimen LIBRI PRIMI, V^r. I. 

AR M A VlrumquQ.caiio, Troj« qui pri- 
mus ab oris 
Italiam, fato profugi^s^ Lavinaque /venit . 
Littoni. Mttltiua lUe & tem^JMdUUut & alia^ 
,Vi fuperum— — - 
Anna Virumque cano> Tcojtf qui primus ab 

orb 
Itali^m^flatu frofueys, Uittnaque venit 
Littot-a. Muitum ille & term 'uixatus, k alto, 
Vi fupenlhfn ' 

Ab arisf nmpe HercM Ji^is^ vide lib, ii. vcr« 
cii, 550.— -/a/»Tentorunii£0/f,ut feqwtur-^ 
latina certe iittora cum JEneas aderat, Laviiug 
|ioa niii pofteaab ipla nomiaatay lLb» xii« vev. 
191^-^jaSatus terrisxioncaarcmt^ 

n. vjBR. 51, 

£t quj^uis trnmenjunmis adoret ? 
£t qui%ui& mmm Jummis adoi^t ? 
Longe meliufty quam, ut antta, mimm» Sc 
pro€ulattbio fie f^rgfUas* 

ni. Ver. W. 
Vcati, "Y^xit agminefa^ffp 
Qua data porta niunt^-^—** , 

Venti, it^maggere/ra^t 
Qua data porta ruun t ' 

Sic corrige, mto periculo« 

IV. Ver. 117. 
Fidumque vthehzt OroMtem* 
Fortmque vehebat Orontem : 
^on JUtimj quia Epitheton Acbafde notify 
fimum Qroftti Aunquam datur. 

V, V»*. 



V. Ver. 119. 

Excutltur, pironufque ma^lfier 
Volvitur in iapiit*<m-« 

Excutitur : pi'ouufqiae maigU Hr 

Volvitur in capu t ■ ■ ■ 

Aio Virgxliuni aliter non. icripfifle, <}iiod 
plane confirm atur ex fequentibus—j^ li/wn 
ttf fiuSus ihidtm tor^fu t > 

VI. Vek« x»2. 

Apparent rari- oftiitcs in guif^te vafto ^ 

^rMA tnru m 

Armi bominutu : nd^euli^ an^a arxMr mrMm, 
quae, ex ferro conflata| quo*ino(|o poflunt 
natargf 

VII. Ver. isi^ 

Atqne rotis fummas levilier periabltttnuft&/« 

Atqne rotis j^wnas leTiter perlabitur udaL 

Summas^ & levitir.perJabi^ pleonaAnaS cjfts 
mirifice altera Jeflio Ne{>tnni agilitatem Sc 
celeritatem expritnit; fimili modo noQ:er de 
Camilla, i£n. xi. 

Ilia *vil intaaa figetis fer funma *volaret, 
&c. byperbolice. 

VIII, Ver, 154. 

JaTnqtie^f/& faxa volant, furor arma mi-^ 
mfirat^ 

Jam f^ces Sc faxa vohnt, fi^antque minijlri:' 

^a fi»l(nt« inf^aati periculo— 'fWrr/ facibuf 
3 lenge 
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longe prseibnty quid enim nifi feces ]a£lareiit 
vulgas fordidum ? 

IX. V8R« 170. 

Fronte fab ^vtvi^ fcofulis pendentilms antniin^ 
Intus aquse dulces, vivoque ftfdilta faxo. 
Fronte tub adverfa pofuUt frandentibus an- 
trum. 
Sic malim, longe potius quam fioptdupet^ 
dentibm : nugse I nonne vides verfu fequenti 
dulces aquas ad potandum- & fedUia ad dif- 
cumbend^m dari ? in quorqni ufiun ? qi|ippe 
prandentium. 

X. Ver. 18I, 

Tres H'ttore cemjos 
Profpicit errantes : hos tota armenta fequuntur 
A tergo I 

Tres littore c(ir*v$ . 
Afpicit errantes ; hos agmka tota ieqtiuntur 
A tergo 

Cervi, lefliovulgata, abfurditas notiflimr; 
hacc animalia Jn 4fnca non inventa, quU 
nefcit } at mofus Sc dmbulandi ritus corvorum, 
quis non agnovit hoc ioco ? Littore^ locus ubi 
errant cbrvi, uti nofter alibi, 

Et fola in Jicca fecum l^aJtitOur arena. 

Omen prseclariflimum, immo SragminiJbus mji* 
£/«)!» tiequenter obfervatunij ut p^et ^^ 
tiiiloncis. 

- ■ ; '- .-.' • XI. Ver, 
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XL Ver. 748. \ 

Arft^niwi, pluviafque Hyades, gemnofqui 

, Triones, 
f rror graviffimus. Con'igo, -^/eptem^Triones. 

XII. Ver. 631. 
Quareagite, O juvenes, le ff is (Sjcced'itcno&ris, 
teOis potius dicebat Dido, polita magis ora- 
tione, & quje unica voce & torum & menfam 
exprimebat: Hanc leftionem pi*obe confir- 
mat appellatio O juvenes! Duplicem huac 
renfum alibi etiam Maro lepide mnuit, ^lu 
iv. ver. 19. v ^ 

Hwic uni torfan potui fuccumbere culp^ : 
Anna I fatebor enim— 
Sic corriges, 

Huicuni [«i;iro fcil.] potui fuccumbere culfas? ^ 
Anna ? fatebor enim, etc. 
Vox fuccumbere quam eleganter ambigua I 

LIBER SECUNDUS, Ver. I. 

COnticuere omnes, intentique ora tenebant 5 
Inde toro faier -^neas fic 01 fus ab alto, 
Omcubuere omnes, intenUque. ora tenebant j 
inde toro fat'ur iEneas fic orfus'ab alto. 

Ccftcubueref quia toro ^neam vidimus ac- 
cumbcntem : quin et altera ratio, fcil. con^ 
iUuere. & ora tenebanty tautologice diftum. 
In manufcripto perquam rariflimo in yatris 
mufeo, legitur, ore gemebattt i fedma^is mge- 
hiofe quam vere. Satur -ffineas, quippe qui 
jamjam a prandio furrexit ; paier nihil ad 
tern. 
^ L II. Ver. 
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II. Ver. 3. 

Infandum^ r^gina, jubet renovare dolorem* 

hifantumy regina, jubes renovare do)orem« 

Sic haud dubito veterrimis codicibus fcriptum 
fuifle : quod fatis conftat ex perantiqua iila 
BritannoruiD cantilena 'vocata Cbi<vy cbac^^ 
cujus autor hunc locum fibi afcivit in b»c 
vprba, 

Tie child may rut that is unborn. 

III. Ver. 4. 
Trojanas ut opes^ $c lamentabile regnum 
Eruerint Danai. 

Trojanas ut c^vei 8c lamentabile regnum 
dlruer'mt — MaJlem oves potius quam opes^ 
4)uoniam m antiquiflimis ill is temporibus oves 
& armenta divitiae regum fuere. Vel fortaile 
ovei Paridis innuit, quas fuper Idam nupcr- 
rime pafcebat, & jam in vindiftam pro He- 
Icnae raptu, a Menelao, Ajace, [vid. Hor. 
Sat. ii. 3.} aliifqye ducibus, mento occifas. 

IV. Ver. 5. 

* Quaeque ipfe mifetrima indi^ 
Et quorum pars magna fui. 

C^uaeque ipfe miferrimus audif 
Et quorum pars magna fui- ■ 

Omnia tam audita quam vifa re6la di- 
ilin6lione enarrare hie -ffineas pi-ofiteturs 
multa quorum nox ea fatalis fola confcia fuit, 
vl? probus & pius tanquam 'vi/a refeiTe non 
p jtuit. 

V. Ver. 
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V. Vbr* 74 
Quis talia fandu 
TeiopeL'et a lacrymis ? 

Quis talia fienda 

Temtfeitft in lacfaiyrftls ^^Vixfmt euini do- 
loris indicatip,abii|ue modo lachryinfti'e, quam 
ibluinniodo a lachryxni»sion temperarc. 

^ VT. Ver. 9. 

Et jam nox humida coelo 
Praecipitat, luadcatquer^zJ^/wfydera fomhos. 

£t jam nox himinaxa^ 
Pnecipitat, fuadentque i^/^/7/fVifydera(bmnos. 
Le^ip, humida^ vefpertinum rorem foium 
innuere videtur: magis mi arridet Lumina^ 
quae Ifltentia ftoAqu^m pr^cipiUintMr, Auro* 
^ adventum annunciant. 

Sed ii tantut amor cafus cogno&eit noflrot^ 
£t brtnnter Trojae, JkpremuM audireia^arMr* 

Sed ii tantus amor rj/r^w cognofccriB ho^s^ 
Et ^m;? f rr TTO)xJkperimoue audfrfc laborer, • 
Curse NoSis (fcilicet noftis excidii Tfojani) 
magis compcndiofe (vcl ut di Jcit ipfe ^w/i/wjf 
totam belli cataftrophen dexrotat, quam dif!u- 
ia ilia & indetermmata le£^iO| ro/k/ nofiros. 
Ter audire gratum fiiiffe Didohi, patet ex li- 
bro quarto, nbi dicitur, lliacofmie iterum de^ 
mens audire lahores expofcii : Ter cnim pro 
fiepe ufarpatur. Trp/ir, fupeHtmtpie labor es, 
re6le, quia non tantum nomines fed k Dii 
fefe his laboribus immifcuerunt, Vidtf JEtt* 
Ut ver. 6iOj etc, 

J, » Quan- 
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Q^anquam aniinus meminifle horret luBuqtur 

refugit, 
Incipiam. ■ 

Quanquam animus memlnKTe horret, luSufque 

refurgit, 
Refurgit imilto proprius dolorem renafcen^ 
tern notaXj quam> iit ha^lenusy rrfugiU 

' VII. Ver. ij. 

Fra^i bello, fatifque repulfi 
Du£lores Danaura, tot jam labentibus annU - 
Inftar montlsEquumf divina Palladis arte, * 
^dificant ^ ■■ ttc, 

TraSli bello, fatifque repulfi 
TraSi k repulji, antlthefis pcrpulchra ! 
fra^i frigide & viilgariter. 

Equum ]iim Trdjanum (ut vulgus loquitur} 
adeamus : ^uem ii equam Gracain vccabis; 
leflor, minimi pecces : Solae enim ibmelise 
utero geftant. Uterumque armato milite com^ 
plent*-"'^ Uteroque recujfo Infomure caroa^^. 
At^e Mttxo fonitum quater artna didere — /»- 
clofuj nttro DanaoSf Sec. Vox firia non con" 
venit m2dihM9,'^Scanditfataiis macbina murosp 
toeta arms. — Palladera virginem, ^qup.mari 
fabricando invigilare decuifTe, quis putat f et 
• incredibile prorfus ! Quamobrem exiftimo 
veram £qua le^ionem paffim reftituendam, 
niii ubi forte, metri caUflTa, equum potius 
quam equam f genus pro fexu^ dixit Maro. 
Vale ! dum hsec paucuia cqrriges, majus opus^ 
moveo* . . .^ 

AM 
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MONG all the inquiries which hav^ 
^ i been purfued by the curious and in- 
auiutive, tnere is none more worthy the 
iearch of a learned head^ than the lource 
from whence we derive thofe arts and fciences, 
which raife us , fo far above the vulgar^ the 
countries in which they rofe^ and the chan« 
nels by which they have been conveyed. As* 
thofe, who fii'li brought them amongft us, 
attained them by travelling into the remotleft 
parts of the earth, I may boaft of fame ad-^ 
vantages by the iame means \ fince I wi'ite. 
this from tlie deferts of JEthio^y from thoie^ 
plains of fand, which have buried the pride of 
* invading armies, with my foot perhaps at this 
inHant ten fathom over the grave of Cam^ 
J- 1 . bjfesi 
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byfes \ a folitude to which neither Pytbagoras 
nor Apollonitu ever penetrated. 

It is univerfally agreed, that arts and fci- 
ences were derived to us from the JE^ypticms 
and Indians \ but from whon(i they firft re- 
ceived them is yet a fccret. The higheft 
period of time to which the leagued attempt 
to trace them, is the Tjeginping of the ^ 
fyrian monarchy, when their inventors were 
worfhipped as Gods. It is therefore necef- 
fary to go backward into times evert more re- 
mote,, and to gain fome knowledge of theif 
hilloiy, from whatever dark and broken hints 
may any way be found in ancient authors 
concernmg them. 

Nor 7r^ nor 'Thebes were the firft of em- 
pires 5 we have mention, though not hiftories, 
of an earlier warlike people called the Pyg-^ 
tnaans, I cannot but perfuade myfelf, from 
thole accounts in * Homery Ariftotle, and 
others, of their hiftory, ' vrars and revoluti- 
ons, and from the very air in which thoft^ 
authors fpesdc of them as of things kmmjn'^ 
that they were then a part of the ftudy of 
the learned. And though all we dire^Wy 
hear is of. their military atchievements, in the 
. brave defence of their Country from the an- 
nual invaliorts" of a powerful enemy, yet I ' 
cannot doubt, but that they excelled aS much 
in the arts of peaceful government 5 though 
there remain no traces of their civil inftitn- 
tions. Empires as great have been fwallow- 

* U, ill. Hom^ 
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ed up in the wreck of time, and fuch fudden 
periods have been put to them, as o cation a 
total ignorance of their ftory. And if I 
0K>uld conjeflure, that the like happened to 
this nation from a general extirpation of the 
people by thofe flocks of roonftrous birds, 
wherewith antiquity agrees they were conti-« 
nually infefted, it ought not to feem more 
increaibley thjm that one of the Baleares was 
wafted by rabbits, * Sfftyntbe by mice, and 
of late f Bermudas^ almoft depopulated by 
rats. Nothing is more natural to imagine, 
than that tho few furviyors of that empire 
retired into the depths of their deferts, where 
they lived undiftiirbed, till they were found 
out by O/ru in his travels to inftruft man- 
kind. 

<* He met, fays J DiodoruS^ in jEtbiopia, a 
'* fort of little Safyn, who were hairy one 
•* half of their body, and whofe leader Paa 
** accompanied him in his expedition for the 
*« cJvdizing of mankind." Now of this 
great perfbnage Pan we have a veiy particu- 
lar defcription in the ancient writers ^ who 
unanimoufly agree to reprefent him /baggy- 
bearded^ hairy ail over, half a tnan and half 
a beafli and walking ereB 'witb ajlitf, (the 
pofture in which his race do to this day ap- 
pear among us.) And, fmce the chief thing 
to which he applied himfelf, was the civiliz- 
ing of mankind, it fhould feem that the firft 

-principles 

* Euflatbiui in Horn, Ii.[it fS/tthm Bermudas* 
X U If ch. 18, Died, 



If from JEgYpt we proceed to take a view 
of India^ we mall findy that their knowledge 
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principles of fcience muft be received from 
that nation, to whic)i the Gods were by ♦ //a- 
mer faid to refort twelve days every year for 
the converfation of its wife and juft inhabi- 
tants. 

sftial; , 

alfo derived itfelf from the fame fource. Ta 
that country did thefe noble creatuiTs accom* 
pany Bacchus^ in his expedition tinder the 
condufl of SiUiiusy who is alfo defcribed to 
us with the fame marks and qualifications. 
•* Mankind is ignorant, faith f Diodorus^ 
«* whence SiUnm derived his birth, through 
*^ his great antiquity ; but he had a tail on 
** his loinst as likeivife bad all bis f^ogeny in fign 
«* of their defcent. ' Heje then they fettled 
a colony, which to this day fubfifts with the 
fame tails. From this time they feem to have 
compiynicated themfelves only to thofe roen^, 
who retired from the converfe of their own 
fpecies to a more uninterrupted life of con- 
templation. I am much inclined to believ«^ 
that in the midft of thofe folitudes they in- 
ftitutd the fo much celebrated order of Gym^ 
nofophifls. For whoever obfeiYes the feme and 
manner of their life, will eafily find them td 
have imitated, with all e^a£lnefs imaginable^ 
the manners and cuftoms of their maftera 
and inflniftors. They are faid to dwell in 
the tbickefl ivoods, to go nahd, to fuffer their 
hdkj to be pver-r\in with b^r, and their 

* II. u i* Dicd^ L« iii, ch. 69, 
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^aUs to grbw to a |>r6digious length. . ^ Ptu* 
tarcb fays, ** they cat what they could get in 
y the fields, their drink was water, and theit 
** bed made of leaves or moTs/* And f He ■ 
rodotus tells us, that they cfteemed it a great 
exploit ti> kill veiy many ants or creeping 
things. • . . . , . 

Hence we fee) thatttie tWo nattoni, which 
contend for the origin of learning, are the 
fame that have ever moil abounded with this 
ingenious race. Though they havs contefted 
which was firft bled with the. rife of fciencb^ 
yet have they confpired in bcitig grateful to 
their common mafters. Msj^t is well known 
to have worlhipped them ot old in their own 
images ; and India may be credibly fuppofed 
to have done the fame from that adoration^ 
which they paid in latter times to the. tooth 
of one ot thefe hairy philofof^ers } in juft 
|rratitude^ as it ihould feem, to the mgudi 
from which they received their knowledge. 
- Pafs we now over mto Greece : where we 
find Orpbeiu returning out of £gypU wth 
the fame intent as Ofiris and Bacchus made 
their ^expeditions. From this peiiod it was, 
that Greece firft heard the name of fatyrs, 
or owned them for femidei. And hence it is 
furely reafbnable to conclude, that he brought 
fome of this wonderful fpectes'^along with 
him, who alfo had a leader of the line of 
i^an, of thefame name, aiid expreAy called 

• Piutd^cb']h hitOrlt. on ^Xflnfe^s Fortune. 



178 MARTtKUS SCRIBLERUS 
king by * ^eocritus. If thus-moch be aliow. 
ed, we eafily account for two of the ftrangeft 
reports tn ail antiqiiity. One is that of the 
beafts following the muiic of Orpbtus\ which 
has been interpreted of his taming lavage 
tempers, but will thus have a literal appU. 
cation. The other, which we moft infift 
upon, is the fabulous ftory of the Gods 
comprefTing women in woods, under beftiai 
appearances : which will be folved by the lovt 
thefe fages are known to bear to the female* 
of our "kind. I am fendble it may be ob- 
jelled, that they are faid to have been com- 
prefled in the ihape of different animals ; but 
to this we anfwer, that women under fucK 
ai^preticnfions hardly know what ihape they 
liave to deal with. 

From what has been laft faid, it is highly 
credible, that to this ancient and generous 
race the woiid is indebted, if not for the 
heroes, at lead for the acuteft wits of anti* 
ouity. One of die moft zemaikable in- 
ftances is that great mimic genius f ^fop^ 
for -whoib extraction from thefe fjh}elh'es 
hommt we may gather an argument, from 
FUmudes, who favs, that ^fop Agnifies the 
fame thing as JEibiop, the original nation of 
our people. For a fecpnd argument we may 
offer the defcription of his p^rlbn, which 
iRras (hort, deformed, and almoft favage } in*> 
fomuch that he might have lived in the woods, 
liad not the benevolence of 'his temper made 

hiw 

^'Ud/Afxi, rke9^. Id. I, 

f YiU ^fop, ioitiOt 
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hiflu rather 9j$&^ himfelf to our matiAer^, and 
come to court in wearing apparel. The thk^ 
nroof is hie acute and fat^rical witj an4 
iaiftly» his gi'eat knowledge in the na^ute.ol 
|>eaft8> together with the natural pleafute hft 
took to fpeak of them upAn all occafions* 
' The next inftance I fliall produce is *. Jb- 
crates. Firfl:» it was a tradition, that he wa$ 
of an uncomfndn birth from the teft of men s 
iecondly, he had a countenance confeHing the 
line he fprung from, being bald, fiat^nofedy 
with {M'ominent eyes, and a dow^nward look t 
thirdly, he turned certain fables ^\^Jqp into 
verfe, probably out of his refpe£t to beaits in 
general} ajid love to his family in particular* 
In procefs of time the women, with whom 
thefe Sylvans would have lovingly cohabited^ 
were either tavight by mankind, pr induced, 
by an abhorrence of their fhapes, to (hun their 
embraces j fo that oui* fa^es were neceiEtated 
lio mix. with bcafts. This by degrees occaii-« 
oned the hair of their pofterity to grow high« 
er than their middles t it arofe in one gene- 
ration to their arms, in the fecond it invadecl 
their necks, in the third it gained the^afccn* 
dant of their heads, till the degenerate ap« 
pearance, in which the fpecies is no\(p im- 
merfed, became compleated. Though we 
muft here obferve, that there were a few, 
who fell not under the common calamity 9 
there being fome unprejudiced women in every 
age, by virtue of whom a total extindion of 

the 
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Ac original race was prevented. It is re;- 
niarkable alfo, that, even ^ere they^-wcrci 
inixed, the defeftion from their nature was 
liot fo intire, but there ftill appeared marvel- 
lous qualities among them, as wasinanifeft in 
thofe who followed Alexander in India. How 
did they attend his army and fufvey his order I 
how did they caft themfelves into the fame 
form, for march or for combat \ what an 
imitation was there of ail his difcipline! the 
ancient true remains of a warlike difpof:tion, 
^nd of that conftitution, which they enjoyed,' 
ivhiie they were yet a monarchy. 

To proceed to Italy : at the firft appearand 
of thele wild philofbphers, there were fomc 
of the leaft mixed, who vouchl'afed to con- 
verfe with ntiankind 5 which is evident froni 
^he name of * Fauns, a fando, or fpeaking.' 
Such was he, who, coming out of the woods' 
Jn hatred to tyranny, encouraged the roman 
army to proceed a gain ft the Hetrufcans, who 
would have reftored Tarquin. But here, as 
in all the v^eftern parts of the world, there 
Vas a great «nd memorable jera, in which 
they began to be filent. This we may placed 
fomething near the time oi Arlfiotle^ when the 
dumber, vanity, and folly of human philofo- 
phers increafed, by which mens heads became 
too much puzzled to receive the fimpler wif-' 
dom of thefe andent S^l*vans 5 the queftions 
of that academy were too numerous to be 
conM^nt with their eafe to anfwer ; ^nd top 
• ' . inuicatei 



ew THE. ORIGIN OF SCIENCES. iSs 
intricate, extravagant, idle, or pernicious, to 
be any other than a deriilon and fcorn unto 
them. From this pejiod, if we ever hear rf 
their giving anfwers, it is only when caugnr, 
bound, and conftrained, in like manner as. 
was that zncitntgreaan prophet, Proteus. 

Accordingly we read in • f^^*^ time of'^ 
fuch a philofopher taken ntix lygrracbhtm^* 
who would not be perfuaded to give them ft 
le^re by all they could /ay to him, anc| 
only (hewed his power in foiinds by neigh- 
ing like a horfe. ^ 

But a more fuccefiful attemnt was made ii) 
Attgujhu** reign by the inqUilitive genius of 
the great Vir^ \ whom, together with yarus^ 
the commentators fuppofe tb have been the 
true perfons, who are related in the iixth bu- 
colic to have caught a philofopher, and doubt* 
left a genuine one, of the race of the old SiU* 
mu. To prevail upon him to be communis 
cative (of the importance of which Ftrgil waa 
well aware) they not only tied him faft, but 
allured him likewife by a courteous preient of 
a comely maiden called ^f/t, which made him 
fing both merrily and inftruSitely. In this 
(bng we have their do6hine of the creation^ 
the fame in all probability as was taught fo 
many ages before in the great oyemaean em- 
pire, and feveral hieroglyphical Sibles under 
which they couched or embellifhed their mo- 
rals. For which reafon I look upon this bu« 
M^ colic 

• l^Uitmb in Vit. SijUtf^ 
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cpUc as an ineftimable treafure of the moft 
ancient fcienQe, 

In thereign of Cdft^cmtine we hear of ano- 
th«r taken in a net, and brons ht to AUxan-^ 
diia^ round whom die people nocked to bear 
his wifdom i but^ af Jmmanus MarceUinus re* 
pprtethy he proved a dumb philofopher j and 
only inftru6^ed by a5Uon« 

The laft we.&taU i^ak 6f» who feemeth 
to be of die true race» is faid^ by St. Jerome^ 
to have met. Su * Attbof^ in a defert^. who 
ij^ttiring the way of hiniy he fhewed his un- 
9r(buKling and. co^rteCy by pointings but 
would not aniweri for he was a dumb philo- 
ibpher alfo, . 

* Thefe are all the notices^ which t am at 
prefent able to gather, of the appearance of 
ixi great and learned a people on your fide of 
the wqiid» But if we return to their ancient 
native feats, Africa, and bidia^ we fhaU there 
itndt even in modein times, many traces of 
their original condufl and valour. 
. In Africa (as we read amctng the inde&ti- 
gable Mr. Purchas*9 coUeftlons) a. body of 
them, whofe leader was inflamed with love 
for a woman, b|^ martial powec and ibatagem 
won a fort from the Fortuguefi* 

But I mud leave all others at preient, to 
celebrate the praife of two of theur unparal- 
leled nj^onarc^is in InMa* The one was Pm- 
tnal the magnificent,, a prince moft learned 
and communicative, to whom> in, Malabar ^ 

their 

* Vit. St. AbiK 
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£beir eittd of zeal dedicated a temple, fsiSed 
on feven hundied pillars not inferior in ^ 
Maffaus'^s opinion to ihofe of Agrlppa in' the 
Pantheon. The other, Hanimant the M«r» 
HfellouSy \{ii relation artd fudcelToF, whoiel 
knowledge was fo great, as made his follow-* 
crs doubt if even that wife fpecies could ar^ 
rive at fUch perfcdlion : and therefore they, 
rather imagined him and his race a fort of 
gods formed into apes. His vi^as the tooth 
which the Porluguefe took in Bifnagar, 1 5 5^9^ 
for which the htdians offered, according to -f 
Linfcbottetij the rmmenfe fum. of feven hun- 
dred thaofand ducats. Nor let me quit thrsl 
liead without mentioning, with all dde reibefV^ 
Oran Outang the great, the lad of this line j 
whofe unhappy chance it was to fall into thel 
han^s of Europeans. Oran Outangi whole 
value was 'not known to us,., for he was a( 
mtite philofopher : Oran Outangy by whofe 
difle^Iion khe leam«!d Dr. Tyfon J has added ai 
ton&mation to this fyftem, from the refcm- 
blance between the homoj^J^eJiru and our hu- 
inan body, in thofe orga:ns by which the r:c- 
tional foul is exerted. 

We mud ^OFW defcend to confider this peo^- 
pie as funic into the bruta natura by theifr 
continual commerce with beafts. Yet, even at 
this time, wlrat experiments do they not af* 
lord us, of relieving foo^e froni the fpleen,. 
Bnd others from iaxpofthu!mes, by occaiton- 
M z ing 

• Majf, I. 1. f Lifffcbiti cb, 44. JJ>r. Tyj9n^ 
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ing laughter at proper feafoni; with what 
readtnels do they enter into the imitation of 
whatever is remarkable in human life ? an^ 
what furprifing relations have Le Comte * and 
others given or their appetites, actions, con* 
ceptions, afFe^lionsy varieties of imaginations, 
and abilities capable of purfuing them ? If 
under their prefent low circumftances of birth 
and breeding, and in fo (hprt a term of life 
as is now dotted them, they fo far exceed 
all beafts, and equal many men | what pro- 
digies may we not conceive of thofe, who were 
nati melioribus annh, thofe primitive, longer 
*valf and antediluvian man-tegers, who firft 
taught fcience to the world ? 

This account, which is intirely my own, I 
am proud to imagine has traced knowled^ 
from a fountain correfpondcnt to feyeral opi- 
nions of the ancients, thpugh hitherto tmaiT- 
covered both by them and the more ingenious 
modems. And now what fhall I fay to man- 
kind in the thought of this great difcovery ? 
what, but that they (hould abate of their 
pride, and conHder that the authors -of cur 
knowledge are among the beafts. That thefe, 
who were our elder brothers, by a day, in 
the creation, whofe kingdom (like that in the 
icheme of Plato J was governed by philofo- 
phersa who iiourifhed with learning in A^thi- 
9pia and India^ are now undiftinguiihed, and 

known 

* Father. L« Ctmte, a Jefult, in the account pf 
Ultravels, ^ - . 
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Iblbwn^onlyby the fame appellation ai the 
man-tygier, and the monkey ! 

At to ^eech, I make no oueftioDy^tfaat there 
are reniams of the firft and lefs corrupted race 
their native deferts, who yet have the 

iver. of it. But the vulgar reafon given by 

i Spamardff *' that'th^y will not fpeak for 
^ fear of hein^ fet to work," Is alone a fuffici- 
mat one, confiaering how exceedingly all ether 
learned neribns 2Se£i their eafe. A feeond 
iSy that thefe obferirant creatures^ having been 
cye-iwitnefles of the cruelty with which that 
aalion treated their brother Indiatu, find it 
ncceflbry not to ihow themfelves to be men, 
that, they may be protected not only from 
work, but from cruelty alfo. Thirdly, they 
Coald at beft take no delight to converfe witn 
the Spamarib, whoie grave and foUen temper 
in lb avexfeto that natural and open chearhiU 
neCtp which it generally obferved' to -accam^ 
pany all tro^ knowledge.. 

But now were it pofRble> that any way 
tottld be-finind to draw forth their latent 
<|tialitiet» I cannot but think it would be 
Aighly ftrviceable to the learned world both 
ifk relied of recoveHng paft kaowledgej and 
promoting the future. Might there not be 
found certain gentle and artful methodt, 
whereby to endear us to them i It there no 
nation in the world, whofe natural turn it 
adapted to en^ge their fociety^ and win them 
%y a fweet ilmilitude of mannert i It there no 
satiooy whtfre the men might allure them by 
M ^ a dif- 
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H diftin^iihing civilitv, and in a manner £1^ 
cinate them by aifimiiated motions? noita* 
tion, where the women with eafy fneedomSy 
and the gentleft treatment, might oblige the 
loving creatures to fenfible returns of homa* 
nity ? The Ipve I bear to my native countrf 
prompts me to wifh this nation might be CrAtf 
pritam\ but alasi in our preient wretched^ 
divided condition, how f:an we hope, that 
foreigners of fo great prudence ViU freely ds* 
clare their fentiments in the midft of violent 
parties, and at fo vaft a diftance from' their 
friends, relations, and country? theaffe^SUoa 
I bear our neighbour-ftate, would incline me 
to wifh it were Hollan d * > . i L n ^S id Utv4 «» 
parte mamilLt Nil fatit arcadico. It ! is from 

i^rance then we myft expeft this reftoration of 
earning, whofe late monarch took the ftien- 
ces under his prote^ion,. andrraifed them to 
fo ^reat a heighth. May we not hope didr 
emifTaries will fonYe time or other have in« 
ftni£lions, not only to invite learned men in- 
to their country, but learned beafts, the true 
ancient man-tegerft T mean ^ ALtHopia and 
InSa ? Might not^ the talents of ^ach kind of 
thefe be adapted to the improvement of the 
feveral fciencesi the man-tegers to inftruft 
iieroes, (latefmen, and fchplars \ baboons tp 
teach ceremony and addre(s to courtiers; 
monkeys, the art of pleaiing in converfatton^ 
and agreeable aflfe^lations to ladies and their 
lovers 5 apes of lefs learning, to form come- 
^ians apo, dancing^m&fters} and raaimcyiets, 

cow^ 



jcoQft pages s£nd ^luig EngUJb travellers ? 
But the diftinguiihmg each kuidy and allot- 
ting the proper bufineft tQ each, Ileave to the 
^ncjuintive ind penetrating^ genius of the 7^* 
finUm their re4>e6live miflions^ 
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ANNUS MIRABILIS: 

OR, 

The Wonderful Effefts of the approadiiilg 
Conjunftion of the Planets ' 

JUPITER, MARS, and SATURN. 

By Mart. SCRiBLfiRtrs, Philomath* 

In novafert animus mutatas dkirififmes 
Corpora* ^ i 

ISuppofe every body is ^fliciently ajpprifed 
ofy and duly prepared for, the famous 
conjun^on to be celebrated the 29th of this 
inftant December 17229 foi'etold by all the 
fapes of antiquity under title name of the annus 
mtrabilis, or the metamorpboftical conjunftion x 
a word which denotes the mutual transfor- 
nr^tion of fexes (the effef^ of that configiita- 
tion of the celeilial bodies) the human males 
being to be turned into females^ and the hu- 
man females into males. 

The Eg^tians have reprefented tlus great 
transformation by feveral figniflcant hierogly- 
phics, particularly one very remarkable. There 
are carved, upon an obeliflc, a barber and a 
midnjoife\ the barber delivers his razor* to the 
midwife, and fhe her fwadling-doaths to the 
barber. Accordingly Hjoles Milefius (who^ " 
like the reft of his countrymen, borrowed his 
learning from the Egyptians) after having 
computed the tim^ otthis famous conjunc- 

tioA. 
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tbn> thatf fays he} fiall men andnu^men mu- 
ttudijf exebang4 th$ pangs ^' (having and child-i 

Anaxmumdir modelHy defcribes this raeta- 
morphofis in msuhematical terms, tben^ fays 
be» /^n// r^ nigatpve quantity of the women be 
turned hito fofitpvit tbeif'^into + (i- c) theii* 
SMfftfj irtto ^/ir/. 

Flato tiot ont^ fp^aks of this great chaiigCy 
but defcribes ail mt prepafatidhs towards it. 
** Long before the boaiI)r transformation (fays 
**^he) nature fhall begin thtf moft difHcult 
•« part of her work, by changing the ideas 
*< and inclinations of the two fexes : men (hall 
«• turn ^feminatej and women manly ; wives 
<• (hall domineer, and hnibands obey ; ladies 
*• (hall rideahorfehacki dreifed like cavaliers 5 
•< princes and nobles appear in night-raib 
•< 9ind pettic$ats ; men Ihally^tfi^ upon thea- 
*<~tres with Jemale voices, and women /vr- 
<* mptnnrffnss lord) (hall knot and cut ^aper ; 
«< and even the northern people, d^ta xvv^t 
U^o^rm:" A phrafe (which ft* modcfty's. 
£ke I forbear to trandate) which denotes a 
vice too freqtient amongft us. 

That the miniftry forefaw this great change, 
is plain from the calUco-a^) whereby it is 
Atfw become the occupation of the women all 
oyer England to convert their ufelefs female 
habits into beds, window->curtains, chairs, 
and joint-ftools t undrcding themfelves (as it 
%cte} brfore tbevr transfmitathn. 

.Ms The 
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The pbiloibpliy of this t^ransfonnadon wi& 
pot fecin furprifmg to people, yrho ibirdi mt0 
the bottom of things. Madam Bourigmm^ ^ 
<ievout French lady, has /hewn as, how araan 
was at iirft created male and female in one in-» 
dividual, having the faculty of propagation 
within himfelf ; a circumftance necefiary to 
the (late of innocence, wherein a man'*s hap- 
pinefs w2^ not to depend upoQ the capFice of 
another.. It w^s not till af|er ha had made H 
faux pas, that he had his female mate. Many 
Tuch transformations of individuals have hem 
\vell atteftedj particularly one by jMi7«ilfl?^*w, 
itnd another by the late biHiop of SaliJ&rj^ 
From all which it appears* that this fyfiem of 
male and female has already undergone, anA* 
may hereafter luffer, feveral alterations. . £- 
very fmatterer in anatomy knows^ that a wo- 
man is but an introverted man; anewfuiloa 
and flatus- will turn the hollow bottom of n 
bottle into a convexity : but I forbear for the 
fake of my modeft men-readsrsg who aie in A 
few days to, be virgins. ., 

In fome fubje£ls the fmaller alterations wili 
do : fome men are fufEcientlv ipread iboixt 
the hips, and contrived with that female foft- 
nefs, that they want. only the negative quan- 
tity to make them buxom wenches j and thei^ 
are women vrho are, as it were, aheady the 
• ehauche of a good fturdy man. If nature . 
could be puzzled, it will be how to beftow 
the redundant matter of .'the. exuberant bub-J 

' • ■• blc« 

• Sketch, rough draught, or cfTiiy . 
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tyfes- timtnow appear about bowii, or how to 
noli out the ihort dapper fellowrs into well 
iized women. 

This great conjunction will begin to ope- 
rate on Satuniin the T^th inihAt. Accord, 
ingly about eight at night, as Senexino ihall 
begin at the op^a^ Si mdete, he (hail be ob- 
ierved to intake an uimfiud motion -y upon which 
the audience will be affefted with 2^jedfvffU'm 
fion over their countenance : . and, oecaufe a 
f^rong fuccttifion of the mtifcles of the belly 
is necciTary towards performing this great ope- 
ration, both fexes will be thrown into a fro* 
fit ft innMiluntary laughter. Then, to ufc the 
modeft terms of Anaximander^ JbaU negafivt 
quantity be turntd into pjHivey etc. Time 
never beheld, nor will it ever a/Temble, Aich 
% number of unttjUchtd nnf%ins within thofe 
walls '. but alas I Tuch wiH be the impatience 
jind curiofity of people to\^ in their new ca- 
pacity, that many of them wHl be completed 
men and women that very night. To pre- 
vent the diforders that may happen upon this 
Occnfiort, is the chief defign of this paper. 
<5^entlemen have begun -iih'gddy to make u(^ 
of this conjun^liort to comi^afs theli* filthy pur- 
pofts. They tell the ladies forfooth, that it 
IS only parting with a perifliaMe commodit/^ 
hardly of fo nnuch value as a callico under- 
petticoat S fiDce, like its miftrefs^ it will be 
uJelcfs in the form it is now in. If the ladies 
have no rcgai<d to the di/honour arid immo<r 
rality of Ae a^on, •! defire they will cbnfi- 
del'', that nature, who never deftroys her own , 
M 6 pro« 
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produ£iion8, will exempt big^bdlied womert 
till the time of their lying-in $ fo that not to 
be transformed will be the 'fame as to be 
pregnant. If they do not think it worth wb ile 
to defend a fortrefs, that is to be .deraoliihed 
in a few days, let them refleffcy that it will be 
a melancholy thine nine months hence to. be 
brought to bed of a baftard ; a pofthumous 
4>aftara as it were^ to which the quondam fat* 
ther can be ho more than a dty nuffe. 

This wonderful transfovmation is the in- 
ftruraent of nature to balance natters between 
the fexes. The cruelty of fcomfpl miftrefles 
•ihail be returned; the flighted maid fta-ll 
grow into an imperious gallant, and reward 
her undoer with a big-belly, and a baftard. 

It is hardly poflible to imagine the revolu- 
tions, that this Wonderful phenomenon will 
occafion over the face of (he earth. I long 
impatiently to fee the proceedings of the parr 
iiament of P^n^, as to the title of fuccejQioa 
to the crown ; this being a caie not provided 
for by the faligue law. There will be no 
preventing diforders among friars and monks j 
•for ceitainlv vows of chaftity do not bjnd, 
but under tne fex in which they were made. 
. The fame will hold good with mairiages, 
^though I think it will be a (candal amongft 
proteftants for hu&ands and '^^Ivcs to part, 
lince thei% reniains ftill a pc^ibility to perform 
the dehitum conjugaU, by the hu^and being 
femme cowverU* , I fubmit it to the judgment . 
of the gentlemen of the long robe^ whether 
"% . thi« 
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^8 transf<»iiiatioD docs not dUchai§c all fuits 
ofrapesi 

The pope muft undergo a new groping, 
but the falie prophet MabOimt has contrived 
matters well for his fucceflbrs $ for as the grand 
ii^ior has now a |^at many fine women, he. 
will then have as insmy fine young gentlemen 9 
at his devotion. 

Thefe are furprifmg fcenes ; but I beg l6ave 
to affirm, that ther iolemn operations of na- 
ture are fubje^ls of contemplation, not of ri* 
dicule. Therefore I make it my earned re- 
queft to the meiry fellows, and giggling 
girls about town, that they would not put 
themfelves in a hi^h twitter^ when they go 
to viiit ^ general lying-in of his firil child j 
his ^^£0fr/ ferving^as midwives, purfes, and 
rockers diipenfing caudle $ or if they behold 
the reverend prelates dreifing the heads and 
airing the linen at court; I beg they will re- 
member thnt thefe offices muft be filled with 
people of the greateft regularity, and beft cha- 
racters. For the fame reafon I am forry, that 
a certain prelate, who. notwithftanding his ^^ 
confinement (|ill preferyes his healthy, chear- 
ful countenances cannot come in tim^ to be a 
mirfe at court » 

I likewife eameftly intreat the nuuds efho^ 
nour, (then enfigns and captains of thit guards) 
that at their firft fetting out they have fome 
regard to their foimer ftation; and do not 
ma wild through all the infamous houfes 

about 
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about town s that the prefent gr99f/is of thi 
bed' chamber (then maids of honour) woiiM 
not eat chalk and lime in their g^een-ncknefs $ 
i^nd in general, that the men would remem- 
ber they are become retromingent^ and not by 
inadvertency lift tip agaiiift walls and pofts^ 

•Petticoats will not be burthenfome to the 
^^f^gy i hut balls and aflemblies will be inde-r 
cent for fome time. 

As for Jroo, coquettes, bawds, and ehoraV 
ber-maidr (the future miniflerSf flimp9tentia» 
fiesy and cabinet -counfeUors to tnt prinees of 
the earth) manage Ae great htrtgnesy, that 
will be committed to your charge, with your 
ufual fecrecy and condu6i ^ and the affairs of 
your mafters will go better than eVer. 

d ye exchange women ! (our right worfhip- 
ful reprejintattves that are to be) be not fq 
griping m the fale of your ware as your pr?- 
deceflbrsj but cdnfider that the nation, liktf 
A fpcnd-thrift heir, has run out : be likewife 
a little more continent in your tongues than 
you are at prcfent, elfe the length of debates 
will fpoil your dinners. 

You houfewifely good women, wh'o now 
prefide over the cotfe^ionary (henceforth cotft'^ 
wtftoners of the treajury) be fo good as to 
dirpetife the ptgar-fiums of the government 
with a more impartial and frugal band. 

Ye prudes and cenforious old maids (the 
hopes of the bench) exert but your ufual ta* 
lent oi finding faults^ and the laws will be 
iliiflly executed j only \ wgyld not have you 

proceed 
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me^ed' xspon fuch JUnder gnndhicts as you 
toi^t done hitherto. 

It h' from -y^; eloquent oyftei*- merchants 
of BiUmgfgaUy (jiift ready to-be called to the 
haXf and quoiM like yotu* iifter'^fetjeanfs) 
that we expe^ the fhortening the time, an4 
leflfening the expenses of' law-ftiits : for I 
think you are obferved to bring your debate* 
to ^flkrt ifftle 5 and even cuftom will reftrain 
you. fixwi taking the oyfttrf and leaving only 
the /btU to youf client. 

ye pkyfieians, who- in the figure of old 
woKften are t6 clean the itife in the markets, 
fcour it a» efFe^tnally as yeu have done tliat 
cf yoiir patients, and the town will fare mol^ 
deliciodily oniS^/arrrffly/. 

1 trannot but congratulate human natifre 
wpo^n this happy transformation i the only 
f xpedrtnt left to rcftore the liberties and ti-ah- 

,quitlity of mankind. This is fo evident, that 
it is ^Inioft an aiB'ont to common fenfe to in- 
fi(l upon the proof^: if theiT can^be any fuch 
fiupid creature as to doubt it, I defire he will 
ifiake but the following obvious reflexion. 
There are m Europe alone at pref'^nt about a 
inillion of llurdy fellows, under the denomi* 
nation 6^ Jianding forces, with arms in their 
hands r ^b'at thofe are mafteis of the lives, 
liberties, and fortunes of all the reft, I be- 
lieve no body will deny. It is no lefs true in 
faft, that reawtis of paper, and above a fquare 
mile of ikins of vellum have been employed 
to no purpofe to fettle peace among thofe (ons 
of violence. Pray who is he that will fay 
" . unto 
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unto tbtfOf g9 and iH/bandyourJfkf§tf trot ie I 
by this transfonnation it is done at once, «Bd 
the baU^pn days of public tranquillity return ? 
for ncimer the military temper nor difcipluie 
can taint the foft (ex for a whole ag« to come s 
b^Uaqui matribus m«uijaf. wars odious to mo^ 
tberSf will not grow miinfidiateiy palatabk in 
their p^trntU £ate. 

Nor will the iiifluescc^ of this trans€brma« 
lion be lefs in fondly tranquiUity» than ii i« 

' in national. Great faults will be amended* 
and fraikies iorpvtOy on both fides* A wife, 
who has been diiturbed with late hours, and 

. choaked with the hangout of a Cot, will re^ 
member her fufferings^ and avoid the tempta^* 
tions ; and will for the fame isaiba indulge* 
her mate in his female capacity in fome paf- 

fions^ wbtclv ihe is fenfible from experience 
are natural to the fex j fuch as vanity of £nfe 
cloaths, being admired^ etc. And how ten- 
derly mud (he ufe her mate under the breeds 
ing qualms and labour-pains which flie hatb 
felt herfelf ? in (hort, all unrealbnabl^ de- 
mands upon huibands muft ceaie, becauie 
tiiey are already iktisfied from natural expe* 
ricnce, that the^ a^e impofTibl^ 

That (he ladies may govern the affairs of' 
the world, and the gentlemen thofe of their 
houihold) better than either of them have hi- 
therto tdone, is the hearty delire of 

^beir mofljinceri fWiU-wui/ber, 

A SFB- 
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OF 

SCRlBLERUS*s REPORTS, 

STRADLINQ n,frfu$ STILES. 

Le report del caie argue en le .commeti 
banke devant touts les juftices de le mefme 
banke, en le quart. An. du raygne dc 
toyjaquejf entn Matthew StraMkigt plant. 
& FiUr StiUf, def« en un a^ion propter 
certos equos coloratos, AKglici^ pyed horfes^ 
' poft. per le dit Matthew vers le dit Fetevf, 

Lerecitel QIR John SwaU, of Swal^-hatl 
del Cafe. O in SwaU-DaU, faft by the Ki- 
yer Sw4le, kt. made hia L^fl; Will and 
Teftament : in which, amonp other Bequefts 
was this, vix. Out of the kind love and re- 
ipeA that I bear unto my much honoured and 

f»od friend Mr. MattUwu Stradlhigf gent, 
do bequeath unto the A^id Matthnv Strad^ 
ling, gent, all my black mtdiubite borfes. The 
lusftator had fix black horfes^ fuc white htrfesy 
and fix pyed horfes. 

TheDebatetheceforewaSyWhe* » . .^. 
ther or no the faid Mattbenjj ^^ P*'*"^" 
Stradling fiiould have the £ud pyed hories by 
virtue of the faid Bequeft* 

Atkins* 
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•n ' 1 1* Atkins K>ppcaticc pott* le pi* 
PourJe pi. fembS que Ic pirVocovcri. 

And firft of all it feemeth expedient to 
condder what is the nature of hoiies, and 
alio what is the nature of colours | and (b 
the argument will confec^uently divide itfelf 
in a twofold way, that is to ^y^ the formal 
part, and fabftantial part. Horfes are the 
ilibftantisd part, or dung bequeathed: black 
and white the formal or defer iptive part. 

Horfe, in a phyiical fenfe, doth import a 
certain quadrupede or four-footed animal, 
which, by the apt and re^lar difpoiition of 
certain p4*oper and convenient parts, is adap- 
ted, fitted, and conftituted for thfe- Vife and 
need of man. Yea, fo neceflary and con- 
ducive was this animal conceived to be to 
the behoof of the commonweal, that fun- 
dry and divers AAs of Parliament have from 
time to time been made in favour of horfes. 

ift Ednv, VI. Makes the transporting o^ 
horfes out of the kingdom no \t& a penalty 
than the forfeiture of 40!. 

-zd and 3d Edward VI. Takes from horle- 
^calers the benefit of their cleigy. 

And the Statutes of the «7th and %%^ 6i 
Hen, VIII. condefcend fo far as to take care 
of their very breed s Thefe our wife anceftors 
prudently forefeeing, that they tiould not 
better taice care of their own pofterity, than 
by affo taking care of that o/f their horfes. 

And of fo greaft efteem are horfes in the 
eye of the coi^mon law, that, whten a Knight 
of (he Bath cpmmitteth 9ny great and enor- 

IBIOUS 
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inoixs cfimc^ bi^ ptiiuihmeiit is to Inve his 
fpw:s chopt off with » cleavcc, beinfy as 
mi&^vBra39n weU obfenreth» unworthy to 
yicie on a horfe. . 

.LittlitOKi 3e^. Si5> faitby If tenants 'rh 
comiDon make a leafe reTenring for r«nt a 
liorie^ tbqr iball have but one «afiize» be- 
^vie» faith the book, the law will not fui&er 
^ horfe to be levered. Another argument 
of what high, eftimation the )aw rnaketh of 
askbrie. . 

But as the great difference ieemeth not to 
be io. mntih touching the fubftantial part^ 
]toric8| let us proceed to the formal or de- 
Icriptivrp^rt^ nnz* what horfcs they aretikat 
cone winin this bequeft. ' 

Colours -ace commonly of various kinds 
and different forts 1 .of which white and black 
aifrthetwo extremes, and, confequently, com^ 
f rehoid wilkin them all other colour^ what- 
£>«vcr. 

By a bequeft tfaerefiMV of black uid white 
iMries, grey or pycd horfes may well pais ; 
for when two extreams, or remoteft ends of 
aniy things are deviled^ the law, by i^ommon 
intendment, will intend whatibever is con- 
tained between them to be devifed too. 

But the prefent cafe is ftill Wronger, coni- 
«ig not only with the intendment, but alio 
the ytrr letter of the words. 

BjF tne word black, ail the hoifes that are 
Uack are.devtied ; by the word white are de- 
yifed thofe (hat ai« white ; and by the fame 
word, with the con|uii£tion copulative, and, 

between 
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between them, the horfes tint are bUck ani 
white, that is to lay^ pyed, are devifed alioi 
Whatever is black and wbhe Is jyyed, aed 
whatever is p)red is ^lack and ^ifnite | 4rg0^ 
black and vmivt is pyedy aad, we^ftrjop 
pyed is black and white; x 

If therefore black and White hoffes are 4e^ 
vifed, pyed horfes fliall pafs by fticH devife ^ 
but bls^ and white hories are deviihd | ^Op 
the pi. ihall have the pyed horfes. 

Catlyne Seqeant : moy fembk at* 
Pour le contrary, the plaintiff fliallfiol kave 
IMenxL the pyed horfes by intendnMBt) for^ 
if hy the devife of black and vAupt 
horfes, not oily black and white horfts, bat 
horfes of any coldur between tbefe two ez* 
treines may pafs, then not only jnred and 
grey hor&s, but alio rod and bay norles would 
pafs likewife, which would be abibrd, and 
againft reafon^ And this is another ftron^ 
^ argument in law. Nihil, quod ift centra ns- 
' titmtm, ifi liatum $ for reafon is the life of 
the law, nay the common law is nothing but 
reafon \ which is to be underftood of ani<> 
ficial perfe^ion and reafon gotten by long 
ftudy, and not of man^s natural reafon ; for 
nemo nafcitur artifex, and legal reafon eftfum^ 
ma ratio ; and therefore if all the reafon that 
is difperfed into fo many different head^ wen 
united into one, he couid not make fuch a 
law as tlie law of England i becauie by many 
fuccelRons ef ages it has been fixed and re- 
iixed by grave and learned men i fo that the 
old rule may be verified in it| Nmhem ofor- 
tet ejfe legtbus fapientiorim4 Am 
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As therefore pyed horfes do not con^e 
^tbln the intendment of the beque/l^ fo nei* ^ 
thrr do they within the letter of the Words. 

/L pyed horfe is not a white horfe^ neither 
is a pyed a black horfe i how then can pyed 
^fedrfes come under the words of black and 
white ho^f^s ? 

Beiidts^ where cuftpm hath adapted a cer* 
fain determinate name to any on^ thing, in all 
tkrifcsy fcofmfRt^y and grants, that certain 
same iltall be xnade ufe of, and no uncertain 
cnrciunloco^ory defcriptions /hall be allowed ; 
for certainty 1$ the father of right> and the 
iDother of juftice. 

Le refte del argument jeo ne pouvois oyer^ 
car jeo ful difturb en mon place. 

Le court fuit longement en doubt* de c^eft 
matter ; et apres &;rand deliberation eu, 

lud^Qfient fuit donne ppur le pi. nifl caufa. 

Motion in arreft of )udginent, that the pyed 
horfes were mares i and thereupon an infpepn 
lion was prayed. 

£t fur ceo le court advxfare vult< ' 
■ ( 
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A 

:fc E Y to the LOCK. 

SINCE this unhappy divifion of our na- 
tion into Parties, it is not to be ima- 
gined how many artifices have been marie uf« 
of by writers to obfcure the truth, and cover 
defigns which may be detrimental to the pub* 
lie. Jn particular, it has been their cuf- 
torn of- late to vent their political fpleen in 
allefory and fable. If an hoi^eft believing 
nation is to be made a je'ft of; we have a 
(lory of John Bull and his wife j if a trea- 
fiirer is to be glanced at, an ant with a ijubite 
firoFiu is intromiced j if a treaty of commerce 
is to be ridiculed, it is immediately metamoiv 
pholed into a talc of count tariff. 

But, if any of thefe tnalevolents have a 
fmall talent in rhime, they principally'delight 
to convey their malice in tnat pfeaiing way \ 
^t it were, gildine the pill» and concealing 
the poifon under the fweetnefs of numbers. 

It is the duty of every well defigning fub- 
\tBi to pitevent, as far as he can, the iH 
confeouences of (uch pernicious treatifes \ and 
\ hold it mine to warn the public of a late 
poem intitledi the Rape of the Lock ; which 
I fhall demonftrate to be of this nature. It 
is a common and juft obfervation, that, 
when the meaning ot any thing is dubious, 
ope can no way better judge of the true in- 
tent of it, than by coniidering ^who is the 
N author. 
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author, *wbat is his character in genera]^ a!kid 
his dtfpofition inpaplliciklaK ' 

Now that the author of this poem is i 
deputed papiit, h wcH known 5 and that a 
genius fo capable of doin^ i«rvice to that 
>caule may have b^n corrupted in the courft 
pT his education by jefuits or others, is 
juftly veiy much to be fufpc^ed $ notwith- 
Aanding that Teeming coolnefs and modera- 
tion, which he has been (perhaps artfully) 
reproached with by thofe of his owil per- 
Ciafion. They are fehfible, that this natioft 
h fecured by good and wholefome laws to 
prevent all evil praftices of the church of 
Rome ; particularly the publication of books, 
that may^ In aiiy fort propj^gate that do6lrine : 
their authors are therefore Obliged to couch 
their defigns the deeper ; and, though I can- 
not aver the intenti^on of this eenticraan was 
dir?£lly to rpiead popifli doctrines, yet it 
^omes to the, fame point if he toi^ch the go- 
Vemmctit : For the court of Rome knows veiy 
well, that the church at this time is fo fiimly 
founded on the ftate, that the only way to 
^kethe one is by attacking the othci\ ^ 

What confirms me in thi§ opinion, is an 
atccidental difcoveiy I made of a very artful 
.piece of management among his popifh fnends 
and abettors, to hide his whole defign upon 
the government by taking all the chara6ters 
upon themfelves. 

. Upon the day that this poem was publiih- 
cd, it was my fortune to ftep into the Corpa^ 
/r^ir, where a certain gentleman was railikig 

▼cry 
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very liberally at the author with a jtaflion ex-t 
tremely wclf counterfeited, for having ^as he 
(aid) refleftedupon hiav in the ch^after of 
^/> Plums, , Upon hi^ going out^ I inquired 
vrho he was, and they told me lie was a 
roman catholic knight. 

I was the (ame. evening at /^//% and fa^ 
a circle round another, gentleman, who was 
]*ailing in like manner, and (hewing his fni^ff* 
box and cane to prove he was latirized in 
the fame charafler. I afked this gentleman> 
Qame, and wa^ told ht was a rom^ catho^ 
iu; lord. 

A day or two after I happened tQ Se in^ 
company with the young ladv, to whom the, 
poem is dedicated. She alio took up. the!, 
chara^ier of Belinda with ^ much franiuiefs 
and good humour, though the author has 
given us a hint, in his * dedication, that he. 
meant fomething further. This lady is alfoi, 
a roman catboUc* At the fame time others 
of the chara6lers were claimed by fome per-; 
(ons in the room ^ and all of themrMff^^ ca- 
tbolics. 

Btut to pi'oceed tp, the work itCelf. . 
. In all things w]jiich are intricate, as alU»^ 
gories in theur own nature are, and efpecial- 
Ty thpfe that* sffe indnftrioufly made fo, it is 
not to be expected we fhoulcl find the due at 
firft fight s but, wl;ien once we have laid hold 
N a on 

♦ */ The chara£^er of Belinda (a« it |s here man- . 
^ aged] refembles you in nothing but beauty/* Dedi- 
^tiqn ^ the Rape of th/s I^Bcfc* 
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on thsit, we (hall trace this our author througH 
^11 the labyrinthsy doublings, and turnings 
qf his intricate compodtion. 

Firft then let it be obfenred, that in the 
moft demonftrative fciences fome pojhdata are 
to be granted, upon which the reft is naturaU 
ly founded. 

The only pijhdatiihi or Coiiceinon which I 
deftre to be made me, is, that by the Ibck is 
meant 

- rbe BARRIER. TREATY*. 

I. Firft then, I fhall difcover, that Be- 
linda reprefents Great Britain, or (which is 
the fame thing) her late majefiy. This Is 
plainly feen in lus defcripdon <A~ het'. 
On her nvbite hreafi a JparkVtng drofsjie bore : 
alluding to the ancient name of MnoH, from 
her white eiifs, and to the cr^fs which is the 
cnfign of England* 

IL The baron, who cuts off the lochj or 
barrier- treaty, is the E; of Oxfords 

III. aarifa, who lent the fciflars, my lady 
Majbam. 

IV. Tbaleflris, who provokes BeUtida to 
refent the lofs of the lock, oi^ tfeaty, the 
duchefs of Marlborough. 

V. B'tr Plume, who is moved by fbalejhi^ 
to redemand it of Great Britain, priiice Ed* 
gene, who came hither for that purpofe. 

Therp 

* For a fttll acGoont of the poUrlcal.trBnla^Qiit 

jeUting to this treaty, (ee the ConduS of the Mia^ 

Vol. Villi and rmarki of tbt ^arriefTreaty, Vol. 
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There' are fome other inf^rioi* charafters, 

which we (hall ob(«rve Upon afterwards 5 but 

I (hall firft explain the foregoing. 

The fipft part, of the baron's charafter U 

his being ^V^^2/r0KJy or enterpriaing, which 

is the common epithet given to the carl of 

Oxford by his enemies. 

The prize he afpires to is the treafiuy,' in 

prder to which he offers a facrifice : 

■ ■■ €m altar built 
C^ twelve vafi^tench romances neatly ^H. 

Our author here takes occafion maliciouily fo^ 
infmuate this ftatefinah's \Qvt to France % re^- 
prefenting the books he chiefly ftudies to b© 
vaft French romance^ ; thefc arc the vaft pro- 
fpefts from the friendrhio and alliance of 
France^ which he fatyrically calls romances 5 
hinting thereby, that thefe promifes and pro-' 
teftations were no more to be relied on than 
thofe idle legends. Of thefe he is faid to 
build an altar \ to intimate, that the founda- 
tion of his fchemes and honours was fixed 
upon the frencb romances above mentioned. 

Afan^ a garter, - half a pair of glows. 

One of the things he facrifices is ^fan, which 
both for its gaudy (how and perpetual flutt'r- 
in^» has been held the emblem of woman ; 
this points at the change of the ladies of the 
bed' chamber. The garter aUudes to the ho- 
nours he conferred on fomc of his friends ; 
%)d wc may, without ftraining the ienfe^ call 
N 3 the 
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tht half pair of gloves a gauntlet ^ the token 
of thofe military employmentSy which he i^ 
faid to hare facriiiced to hit defigns. The 
pnze, as I faid befoi*e, means the treaAiry, 
which he makes his pr^er fiw to obtain, 
and long to pojfefs : 

ne powers gave ear, and granted half Ins 

frafr, 
^he reft the 'winds dijpers*d in empty air. 

In the fM. of thefe lines he gives him the 
treafury, and in the laft fuggefts, that he 
ihould not long polTefs that honour. 

That *Tbal^ris is the duchefs of Marl^ 
borough, appears hoth by her neamefs to Be^^ 
Unda, and oy this author*s malevolent fug* 
geftion that me is a lover of war. 

Tg arms, to arms, the bold Thaleftris cries: 

but more particularly by feveral pafTages in 
her fpeech to Belinda upon the cutting-oiF 
the lock, or treaty. Among other things (he 
fays, mias it for tins jou bound, wur locks in 
paper durance ? Was it for this to mMch paper 
has.been ipent to (ecure the barrier- treaty ? 

Metbinks, already I your tears fwr*oey\ 
Already hear the horrid thit^s they fay { 
Jlready fee you a degraded toafl. 

This defcribes the afperfions under which 
that good princefs fuffered, and th^ repen» 
tance which muft have followed th< ' diifolu- 
tioM of that treaty j and particularly levels at 

thf 
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the refuikl fome people made to drink her 
majefty^s health. 

Sir Phtmt (a proper name for a (bldier) has 
all the circumftances that agree with prince 
Eugene: 

^ir Plume, of ember fituff- box jufily 'vaiftf 
And tbe nice condu3 iff a clouded cane^ 
Wttb eemefi eyes ■ » 

^Tis remarkable, this general is a great 
faker of fnulF, as well as towns ; his conduct 
of the clouded cane gives ^ him the honour 
which is ib juftly his due, of an exa6l con-r 
dtift in battle, which is figured by his cane 
or truncheon, the eniign of a general. His 
earneft eye^ or the vivacity of his look, is 
fo particularly remarkable in him, that this 
character could be miftaken forno other, had 
not the author ourpofely obfcured it by the 
fictitious circumftances of a round unthinking 
face. 

Hairing now explained the chief characters 
of his Suman ferfons (for there are fome 
others that will hereafter fall in, by the by, 
in the fequel of this difcourfe) I (hall next 
take in pieces his machmety^ wherein the fa- 
tire is ^vhoUy confined to minifters of date* 

.The Sylphs and Gnomes^ at firft fight, ap- 
peared to me to fignify th? two contending 
parties of this nation } for thefe being placed 
m the air^ and thofe on the earth\ I thought 
agreed very well with the common denomi- 
nation, high aiid lonM. But, as they are made 
to bt the ^ft movers and influcncers of all 

that 
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that hapoens, it is plain they rcprefent pro- 
mi fcuou fly the beaifi of partus i whona. he 
makes to be the authors of all thofe changes 
in the ftatc, which are generally imputed to. 
the levity and inftability of the Britijb na- 
tion. 

*rhis erring mortals levity mfiy call: 

Oh blind to truth ! the Sylphs contrive it all. 

But of this he has given us a plain demon- 
ftration j for fpeaking of tbefe fpirits he (ay* 
in exprel's terms, 

— TAtf chief the care of nations ow». 
And guard, nvitb arms divine^ the Britifti 
throne. 

And here let it not fcem odd, if ip ;this* 
inyllcrious way of writing vye find the fame. 
perfon, who has before .been reprefented by 
the baron t again defcribed in the charafter 
pi Ariel \ it being a common' way with au- 
thors, in this fabulous manner, tp x,zkt iuch 
a liberty. As for inftance, I have read ia 
St. Evremontf that all the diferent chara£lers 
ib Petronius are but Nero in lb many different 
sppearances. And, in the key to the cuiio\:» 
romance* of BarcHtf/s Argenis, both Poliarcbt/s 
and Archombrotus mean only the kin^ of Ha- 
varre, • 

We obferye in the very beginning of the 
poem, that Ariel is poffeiTed of. the ear of 
Belinda i therefore it is abfolutely nccciTary,. 
that this ptrfon muil be the minifter who was 
Bearcft the queen, . But whoe-uer would be 

fuVther 
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further ctmvinced that he iheant the treafurer^ 
may luiow him by his enfigiis in the follow- 
ing line) : 

fie rai/'d bis asure wand; 

His fitting on the nfo/l of a vtflel (hews his 
prefiding over the Soutb-fta trade. When 
Ariel amgn^ to his Sylpbs all the pofts about 
Belinda^ what is more clearly defcribed than 
the treafurer^s difpoiing of all the places in 
the kingdom^ and particularly about herma« , 
jefty } But let us hear the lines i 

T e J^irihy to your charge repair ^ 
^e fluff ring fan be Zephyretta's care ; 
^he drops to thee^ Brillante, ijuie eonfign. 
And, Momentilla, let the nvatcb be thine t 
Do thou, Crifpifla, tend her fav'rite lock. 

He has here particularized the ladies and wo- 
fliien of ^he bed-chamber, the keeper of the 
cabinet, and her majefty^s dreflferi and im- 
^dently given nick-names to eachk To put 
this matter beyond all difpute, the Sjlpbs are 
laid to be wonderous ftnd rf place, in the 
Cantio following, where Ariel is perched up^ 
permoft, and all the reft take their places yii^« 
ordiftately under him. 

Here again I cannot but obferve the ex- 
eefiive malignity of this author, who could 
not leave tl^ character of Ariel without the 
ittxat invidious Itroke which ht gave him in 
ibc chara^cr of the harw before i 

AmasCd 
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AmaK'dt confus^dt he fmw his fwfr txphr'd^^ 
K^igiCd to fate^ and wUb afigh retir'dm 

being another prqphecy that he (hould refign 
btJ placey whicn it is probable allipiniftersdoj^ 
with a ^^h. 

At the head of the Gromes ht fets Ih^iel, 
a duiky melaneholy fprite, who maket it his 
bufinefs to give Belinda the fpleen $ a vile 
and malieious fuggeftion againft fonie grave 
and tvortby mnifler*, The vapours, phan. 
toms, vifions, and the like, are the jealoudes,^ 
fears, and cries of danger, that have fo of- 
ten affrighted and alarmed the nation. Thofe 
who are defcribed in the houfe ai fpleen under 
thofe feveral fantaftical forms, are the fam^ 
whom their ill-willers have fo often called 
the nvbimjical. 

The two foregoing fpirits being the o»ly 
confiderable charaftcrs of the ma^ninery^ I 
fhall but juft mention the Sylfh^ that is 
wounded with ^tfcijfars at the lofa of th©' 
lock, by whoiti is undoubtedly underftood 
my lord ^(mmjbendy who at that time received 
a nvound in his chara^^er lor making the barr 
rier-trsaty, and was cut out of his employ*' 
ment upon the di0blutibn of its but. that, 
fpirit reunites, and receives no harm ; to fig- 
nify that it came to nothing, and his loixi- 
ihip had no real hurt by it. 

But Imuft not conclude this head c>f the 
characters iwithout oblcrving, that our author 
has run through every ftage of beings 'ii* 
fearch of topics for detia^ion. As be has 

charadcrizcd 
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ttiara£lerized fome perfons under angels and 
fHeftf (b he has others under ^^v^/j iixid things 
inanimate : he has even reprefented an emi- 
nent clergyrtiafi as a dogj and 2^ noted writer 
as a tooL Let us examine the former : • 

^ Mi i g ft/ Shock, whd thbugbt/hejlept too long, 
•Leapt if/v ahdnualCdhis mfirefs <witb bis tnngue* 
''Tnuas then, Belinda, if report fay true 
T'fy eyesjirft opened on a billet'^doux- 

iBy th^ fiock it is manifeft he has moft auda- 
ciously and profanely refle6lfid ot^ Dr. Sache-. 
*vereli who leapt up, that is, into the pulpit^ 
and awakened Great Britain with his tongue^, 
that is, with his ferman, whicli made fo much 
noife^ and for which he has been frequently 
termed, by others of his enemies as well as 
bv this author> ^ dofg. Or, perhaps, by tiis 
tongue n\ay be more literally meant hls^eecb 
at his trial, fmce, immediately thereupon, our* 
author fays^ her eyes opened on a billet-douse • 
Billets-douse i being addrefTes to ladies from 
lovers, may be aptly interpreted thofe ad- 
dreJes of loving fubje^ls to her majcHy, which^ 
enfu.ed that triaL 

The other in (lance is at the end of th^ 
third canto: 

Steel did ibe labours of the godsd^rOy^ 
Jndftrike to duft tb* imperial toiv'rs of Troy, 
Steel eould the *works of mbrtai pride confound. 
And benjo triumphal arches to the ground. 

Here he moft impudently attributes the de- 

A)olition of Dunkirk, not to the pleafure of 

3 her 
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^Cf iqajefty, or of her miniftry, h\x% to the 
frequent inftigations of his friend Mr. SUeL 
A very artful pun to conceal his v^icked lain- 
poonry ! v ' 

vHaving now confiderM the general intent 
and fcope of the poem, and opened the cha- 
Ca&ers, I fliall next difcOverthe malice which 
a covered under the epifodes, and particular 
ijiaffages of it. 

The game at opibre is a myftical repre/en- 
tation of the late war, which is hinted by 
his rmkmgjpades the ti\imp ; fpade in fj^id\ 
fignifying a fword, and being yet To painted 
in the cards of that nation, to which it is 
^cll known we q\^c the original of our cards. 
In this one place indeed he has unawares paid 
a compliment to the queen and her fucceft 
in the war 5 for Belinda gets the better of the 

, two that play againft her, 'vix, the kings of 
France and Spain, 

I do not queftion but every particular card 
has its perfon and charafler amgned, which, 
no doubt, the author has told his friends in 
private ; but I fliall only inftance in the ^c- 
Icription of the difgrace under which the 

duke of Marlborough then fuffered, which is 

lo ap(>arcnt in thelc veries; 

E-v'n mighty pam, that kings and queens tTir-' 
threiUj 

And miyufd donvn armies in the fights of lu^ 

Sad chance of 'war / nonx) defiitute of aidg 

Falls undiftinguijb^d ' ~ 
And that the author hert had an eye to' our 

n^Qdern tranfafUb^s^ is y^ry plain, from an 

unguai'dcd 



A KiiY TO THE LQCK\ tiy 

unguarded ih'oke towards the end of thift . 
gamei 

jfftd WW, as ofi in fime diftempefM ftate, - 
On one nice trick deptnds the -geffPalfaU, 

After the concluflon of the war, the pub«r 
lie rejoicings and tbankj^i*vwgS' arc ridiculed 
in the two following lines ': " 

nenymph, exuliing^JtUs ivhbJIfifUtS fbefiy, 
The ivalisp the ivoods, and long canals repiy*, 

Immediately upon which there fellows a ma- 
licious infmuatton in the manner of a pro- 
phecy (which we have formerly obferved this 
Icditious writer delights in) that the peace 
ihould continue but a (hort time, and that tha 
day Ihould afterward^ be curfed, which was 
then celebrated with fo much joy : 

Sudden thefe honours Jball be fnatch'd aiuay^ 
-And curs' d for ever this i^i^orious day^ 

As the game at ombre i» a fatyrical repre-. 
fentation of the late ivar, fo is the tea-table 
that enfues, of the amncil-tabley and its con-^ 
fultations after £he peace. By this he would 
hint, that all the aud vantages we have gained* 
by our late extended commerce, are only cof- 
fee and tea, or things of no greater value. 
That he thought of trie trade m this place, 
appears by the paiTage, which i^eprefents the 
Sylphs particularly careful of the rich brocade i 
it having been a frequent complaint of our 
mercers, that French brocades were impoitsd 
in great quantities. I will not fay be means 
O thofo 



thofc iwefents of iMh gold /k^ fiuts, whidv 
were faid to be made her majefty by the king 
of FrottCei tho^h I caimot bat fufpefk that 
he gluhcet i^t it. 

Here this author (as well as the (canda- 
Ibus yobn bunton) reprefexits the miniftry inr 
plain terms takingyj-fjura/ cups, 

Andfreyunt cufi^prQkng the rich repafli 

for it is manii^ft Ke meant iomething more 
tiutn comnwm coffe^y by hi9 calling it 

Cbffee^ that maket tht politieian wife ^ 

iind by telling U9^ it was this coffee, that 

Settt "Up in *vaf(mrs to the baron*s hram 
New ftratagems— — 

I ihall only further obferve,. that it was at 
this table the lock was cut ofFj for where 
but at the council-board fhould the barrier- trea- 
t^ be diffoivM ? 

The enfuing contentions q£ the fartiet up-' 
on the lofs of that treaty are defcrib'd in the 
^uabbles follbwing the rape of the lockf 
and this he rafhly ea^elfes mthout any dj£^ 
guife, 

Mi fide in parties — — — « 

and here you have a gentleman who /ml/ be^ 
fide the chair: a plain allufion to a noble lord^ 
who loft his chair of prefident of the council. 

I come next to the hoSin^ fo dreadful in. 
the lipad 9f Belinda ; by which h« iAtimaiea 

thft 
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l^'Bntifk fcepter, fo reverM tn the kand of 
our late augw piincefs. His own ixote upoa 
thi* place tells us^ he alludes to a iiccpter |. 
and the verfes aie fo plain, they need no re- 
marks: 

^Hbtjiam (bis ancient ferfinage to deck) 
Her great great gandfire 'wore about bis neck 
Ja three feal rings , lubicb, after melted dotwf^ 
Ihrm*d a mafi buckle for bis nvido^'^s gown j 
&r infant grandamt^s tubifile next it gre^w^ 
Tie bells fiejingled, and the wbijile blrw ^ 
^ben in a bodkin graced ber metber^s bairs, 
MHiicb long fie ijuore, and now Belinda wearSm 

An open fatire upon bereditary^r^bt ! The 
three feed rings plainly allude to the three 
kinedioms. 

Theie are the chief pafiages in the battle, 
by 'vidiichy as hath before been faid, he means 
the l^uabbles of parties. Upon this occafion 
ke could not end the dcfcription without tef- 
tilying his malignant joy at thofe diifenfionf;, 
from which he forms the profpe^ that both 
Ibould be difappointedy and cries out with 
triuniphy as if it were already accomplilhed. 

Behold bow oft ambitious aims are crofly 
Jbsd chiefs contend till all the prize is loft. 

The lock at length is turned into a floTf 
or the old barrier- treaty into a new and glo- 
rious peace. This, no doubt, is what the 
author, at the time he printed this poem, 
jwoold have been thought to mean ; in hopes 
by that compliment to efcape the poniflimeAt 

O % f9X 
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for the reft of this piece. It puts me in mind 
of a fellow, who concluded a bitter lampoon 
upon the prince and court of his days, witfa 

thefe lines : 

God fa^ue king, the commons^ and the piers. 
And grant the author long may *wear biseatu 

Wliatever this author may think of that 
feace^ I imagine it the moft extraordinary 
fiar^ that ever appeared in our hemifphere. A 
ftar, that is to bring us all the wealth and 
gold of the Indies \ and from whofe influence^ 
not Mr. John Partridge alone (whofe worthy 
labours this writer fo ungeneroufly ridici^les) 
but all true Britons, may, with no lefs au- 
thority than he, prognolticate the fall of Lewis 
in the reftraint of the exorbitant power of 
France, and the fate of Rome, in the -trium- 
phant condition of the church of ErtgUtmL 

We have now confidered this poem in its 
political view, wherein we have Ibewn, that 
It hath two different walks of fatire ; the one 
in the ftoiy itfelf, which is a ridicule on the 
late tranfaSions in genered \ the other in the 
machinery, which is a fatire on the nuniflers 
of Jlate in particular, I Ihall now (hew that 
the fame poem, taken in another light, has 
a tendency to popery, which is fcaetly inli- 
nuated through the whole. 

In the iirft place, he has conveyed to us 
the do^rine of guardian angels and patron 
faints in the machinery of his Sylphs, whidi^ 
being a piece of popiih fuperftition that hath 
been exploded ever fmce the reformation, he 

would 
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iWOTild revive tinder this difguifc. Here arc 
*iadl the particulars whith they believe of thofc 
things, which I (hall fiim up in a few heads. 

jf. The fplrits are made to concern them- 
Itlve9with all hUmart anions in general. 

xdlft* A diftinft goardian fpirit or patron is 
alfign'd to each perTon in particular •. 

Of thefi Am h ivbo thy proteSton claim, 
A ^watchful Jprite < 

yUy. They are >madc diic^Iy to infplrc 
cEreams, vifions^ and revelations : 

Ber guardian Sjlph prolonged her balmy rejfy 
'^ivaf he Bad fumfmm'd to her filent bed 

Wtf morning dnam ^ 

^bly. They, arc made to be fubordinatc in 
different degrees, fome prefiding over other*. 
So Ariel has his feveral under-officers at com- 
jnandy 
Saperior by the beadtvas Ariel plac'd^ 

Stbly* TJiey arc cmploy'd in various of- 
fices, and «ach hath his office aflign'd him i 

Some in the fields of pure fi ather play. 
And bafi andnvhiten in the blaKt oj day 5 
Same guide the courfe, etc. ; ». 

ethfy. He hath given his fpirits the charge 
of the feveral parts of drefs i intimating 
thereby, that the faints pwfide over the feve- 
ral parts of human bodies. They h»Ve one 
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faint to cure the tocth-ach, another the grl^^ 
another the gout, and fo of the reft. 

TbeJkuMng fan he Zephyretta^s cartp 
7be dreps to tbee^ BriUantet 'we ^onfig"* etc, 

ithly. They are jxpre&nted to know the 
thoughts of men : 

As on fhi nofegay inter breafl reclhTd^ 
Hi nvatcb'd tb* ide^s rjfing ih her muut* 

tthly. They are made protp^lors crea l» 
animal and irrational beings x 

Ariel hmJelfJbdH he the guardof ihock. 
^0 St* Anthony prefides over bogs^ etc. 

9/i^^. They are made {Nitrons of wMt 
^^ingdoms and provinces s 

Of thefe the chief the care of nations otsin. 

So 8t. George is imagined by the pafi/b^ 
defend England, St. Patric Ireumd, Sufamer 
Stain, etc. Now what is tiie con&qaeiioe of 
all this ? By granting that they have liHt 
power, we mufl: be brpii^ht back again fo 
/W to them. 

The toilette is an artful recommendation tf 
*the mafSf and {>ompou8 ceremonies <tf tlie 
cbufcb of Rome, The tovtmlii^ <>f the edUir, 
the /her <u€^es yp€« it, being robedyxi nd^ 
OA the prielts are m>oii the chief feftijalsy 
and the he^dmco^d are manifeft mamff 
this* 
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A hea^'nly image in t^ . gUifi ^0^h 
gg /i&g/ fie bends ■ 

plainly /denotes maga ^viufi/pp. . v I 

The ^t/i/^9 inrho i&<ledkM wilh trtgfkK^U 
jefwelsy and the varifiu qferitigi qf ikf ^woorld^ 
cnanifeftly alludes to the \a^<ti Lorettff* 
Vou kave perfumes breadline froifi l^ itt'* 
eenfe pot in the foHoviiiig.liRe i 

Jnd ati ;^jAui Mafberfitdn ydnder bgx\ . . 

The charaftei^ of ^elinda9 as «ife take it in 
tihiB third view, Mrt ferns cfad )p'dpifit icli^on^ 
«)r the wh/bre of BabyUn | who is deforiVd ti^ 
the ftate this malevolent author wilhet for^ 
coming forth in ail her g^lory o)>on the^ 
^amef^ fliMt over%reading the Whole nafaoa 
with.teremom^t^ 

Not nmtb mote gUries in ih"^ afketitd phmt- 
nefunjirff fifes o'er tHpttfpiimah^ v • 
^ban ifitif^ firth , the riiml of bis beanos 
Launch' d on the bijom of the fiver Thamef* . 

She is dre&'d with a crofs on her bifeaft, this 
«nfi^' of popery, tlie adorutipn of wbif h v^ 
plainly recommended in the following lines s 

Cn her iwhite breafi ajparklin^ crofs J/be f^ore^ 
Which jetjQs might kift^ zmd infidds adore. 

Neic t he repreffents heras the unvverfil cbnirth^ 
aurcording to the boafts of thepapifts s < 

*4»4 ^'^ ^^^ fi" fi^ A^^^ on uU aEke. 

O 4. After 
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After which he tells us, 

If to her /bare fime female errors fall^ 
Look on ber face^ andyoiCIl forget tbem edi. 

Though it fliould be granted fome errors fall 
to her fhare^ look on the pompous figure (he 
makes thsou^out the world, and they are 
not worth reg;aixiing. In the facrifice fol- 
lowing you havilthefetwo lines » 

For tbiSf ere Phoebus r^,* he had imphr^d 
Propitious beav'ft, ^ and ev'ry pow'r adored* 

In the fir ft of .them, he plainly hints at their 
nfmg to matins ; ii^ the fepond, by adoring 
fv'rjF ponuerj the invocation of faints • 

BeUnda^s' vifits ai^e defcrib*d with nume* 
reus .wax-UgbtSf wbich are alwayjs ultd in 
the ceremonial pait of the romfts worlhip : 

> ■ ¥ \lks ftuMfie paid ^ folemn.^ajs^ 
Whin numerous tua^eJigbts in bright order blaze. 

The lunar jphere hs. mentions opens to lis 
their' ^«r^«/^ry, which is fecn in the follow- 
ing line: ' :. . 

'^ce all things hfion earth are treafur^d there, 

Itis a popifli dpSrine, tjiat fcarce any.per- 
fon quits this world, but he m'uft touch at 
purgatory in his way to heaven; and it is 
kere alio reprefented as the treafuiy of the 
romi/b cburcb. Nor is it much to oe won- 
dered at^ that the moon (hould b« purgatory ^ 

when 
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wliei 9 leamed- divine hath innlate tr^atife 
proved the- fiat to ht bill^. 

. I .fl»»li now, before I coniclitfWy defir? the 
reader to coippare thi« key ^with thpFe xipob 
fjiy oth^r pieces, w^ich are iiippojs'd to have 
been fecret fatires upon the ftate^. either an- 
cient or modern j,in parttculac ywith the keys 
to Petronius Arbiter^ Luci49»*s tme hiilory, 
Sanhfs Argents^ zx>d Rabelais" s. Gar agan^ 
tuai and I doubt not he will do me the 
iufticeto acknowledge, that the explanations, 
here laid down, are deduced as naturally, and 
with as little violence, both from the general 
fcope and bent of the work, and from the fe- 
veral particulars ; furthermore, that they arc 
every way as confiftent and undeniable, every 
way as candid, as any modem interpre- 
tations of either party on the condu6l and 
writings of the other. And I appeal to the 
nioft eminent and able ftate decypberers them- 
felves, if according- to their art any thing 
can be more fully proved^ or more fafely 
fw&m to ? 

To fimi up my whole charge againft this 
author in a few words ; he has ridiculed both 
the prefent miniftry and the laft ; abufed 
great ftatefmen and great generals j nay the 
treaties of whole nations have not efcaped 
him, nor has the royal dignity itfelf been o- 
mitted in the progrefs of his fatire 5 and all 
this he has done juft at the meeting of a new 
parliament. I hope a proper authority may 
O 5 be 

• The Renroid Dj, Svfinden. 



%%€ A KI^Yto THS XOCIL 



be made ule of -to bring him to 
punifhment. In die mean while I douht i 
if the peHont moft concerned iwonld but cv^ 
der Mr. Bernard Imtm^ the printer and pid»* 
liflier of this daogerovs piece, to be ~ 



into cuftody and examined, many faither iSi" 
coveries might be made both of diit poet^ 
and abettor^s fecfetdefigna, which are doubt- 
-l»rt of the uti9oft importance tothe jovurv- 

minu t .. 
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CLERK OF THIS parish/ 
ADVERTISEMENT. • 

^e wipikd 0/ tbfi fiUo'wlng extrMrdwofjf 
tfiatife coftJiftid tftm^o large <volu0es in folio j 
^bicb mgbt juJHy be i»titJeJ, the importance 
«f a man to himfelf: butf , as it can be of 
'very little ufe to any bp^ b^fides, 1 ba've con^ 
tented myfelf to wue m(y thif Jiort abfira3 of 
itf as a tafie ^ ibt ti-ue %int o£ memoir* 
writers, 

ITN the name of the lord. Amen. I P. p. 
by the grace oFGod, clerk of this pariAi^ 
writeth this hiftor^. 

Ever fmce I arrived aft ihc age of difaY* 
tion, I had a call to take vpoi) me the funo 
tion of a pariih-derk : and, to that end, it 
feemed unto me nieet and [>rolitflbl4; to afTo* 
date nwfclf with the pariih^clerks of this 
land ; fuch I mean as were right worthy in 
t)ieir calling, men of a de^r-tUid (Weet voice, 
and of becoming gravity. 

Now it came to pafs, that I was born in 
the year of our lord Anm Domini 1^55, the 
year wherein our worthy benefa&or efquire 
Bret did add ont bell to the ring of this 
parifh« So that it hath been wittily fard, 
** that on^ and the fame dBydui give to this 
^ O 6 " oor 
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« 

«« our churdi two rare gifti, its great bclf 
<« and its clerk." 

Even when t 'was at fchoolr my miffareft 
did ever extoll me above the reft of the youth, 
in that I had a lau^ble toice. And it was 
furthermore obfervcsd, that. I took^a kindly 
affeflion unto that ))lack letter, in which our 
bibles ace printed. Yea, often did I exer- 
cife myfelf in finging godl^ baUads, fuch as 
the lady and death, the children inthewood, 
and chevy-chace 5 and not, like other childi'en, 
in lewd and trivial ditties. Moi-eover, while 
i was a boy, I always adventured to lead the 
pfalm next after mzAer fTilliam Harris, my 
predeceflfor, who (it mutf be confefTed to the 
gloiy of God) was a moft excellent ^pariib- 
clerk in that his day. 

. Yet be it acknowledged, that at the^age 
of iixteen I became a company-keeper^ being 
led into idle converlation by my extraordi- 
nary love to ringings infomuch that in a (hort 
time I was acquainted with every fett of bells 
in the whole country t neither could 1 be prevail- 
ed upon to abfent myfelf from wakes, being 
called thereunto by the harmony of the i^eeple. 
"While I was in thefe focietics, I gave myfelf 
up to unfpiritual pal^mes, fuch as wreftling, 
dancing, and cudgel- plaving j Co that I often 
returned to my father^s houfe with a broken 
pate. I had my head broken at Milton by Tha- 
'mas Wjaty as we played a bout or two for 
an hat, that was edged with filyer galloon : 
but in the vear following T broke the bead of 
'Htnrj StMf, aad obtained a bat not in£e- 

rior 
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rior to the former. At X^lifirton I encoun- 
tered! George Cummins^ weaver, and' behold 
my head was broken a fecond time ! at the 
wake of Jf^oj^brooky X engaged William Simkinsy 
tannei^, when lo, tH\i8 was my head broken 
a third time, and mach blood trickled there- 
from. But I admiiriilred to my comfort, fay- 
ing within myfelf, •< what man is tliere« 
<« howfoever -dextrous in any craft, who is 
** for aye on his guard ?" A week after I 
had a bafe-born .child laid unto me \ for in 
the days of my youth I was looked upon as 
a follower of venereal fantafies : thus was I 
led into fm by the comelinefs of Sufanna 
Smiibf who firft tempted me and then put 
me to (hame ; for indeed Ihe was a maiden 
of a feducing eye» and pleafant . feature. I 
hujnbled myfelf before the juftice, I ac- 
knowledged my crime to our curate, and, to 
do away mine offences and make her foroe 
atonement, was joined to her in holy wed- 
lock on the fabbath-day following. 
. How often do thofe things which feem un- 
to us misfortunes, redound to our advantage ! 
for the minifter (who had lon^ looked on Sur 
famta as the moft- lovely of his pariihioners) 
liked fo well of my demeanour, that he re- 
commended me to the honour of being hh 
clerk, which was then become vacant by the ' 
dtceafe of good mafter fViUiam Harris. 

Here ends the firft chapter-, after nubich 
foUvw fify orftxty pages of his amour r in 
generidf and that particular one ivitb Su- 

SknotL 
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ianna his prefent tjutfe ; but 1 proceed to chap-^' 

ter the ninth, 

. Nofooner was Iele£fae4 into mine office^ 
but J hyed afide the powdei:i£d gall^tries of 
my youth » and became a new maii. I con- 
iidered myfelf as in fome wUib of epcleilafti- 
cal dignity^ unce by wearing a band, which 
18 no Snail part of the ornament of our cler- 
gy, I might not unworthily be fikeroed, as it 
were, a mred of the linen vt^msntoU Aaron, 
Thou, maycft conceive, O reader, .with 
what concern I perceived the eyes of the con- 
gregation fixed upon me, when I firft took 
my placa at the feet of the prieft. When I 
rai£ed the pfalm, how did my voice quaver 
for fear ! and, when I arrayed the (houlders 
of the minifter with the.furpUce, how did my 
joints treinble under me ! I (aid within my*' 
felf, *'' remember, Paul^ thou ftandeft befont 
** men of high woWliip, ^he vnk Mr. juftice 
** Freemafkj the gi*aye Mr* jufticc ^htmff99^ 
^^ the good lady Jwei^ and the two virtuous 
•< gentlewomen her daughtn*sj nay the great 
'< ^\t Thomas ^rub)\ knight aa^bai'onet, and 
I" ray young m after the ofquire, who fliall 
** one day be lord of this manor." Not- 
withftandmg which, it was ray good hap to 
acquit my felf to the good liking of the whole 
congregation i but the Lord forbid I (hould 
glory therein. 

Tl)e next chapter contains an account bofW be 
difcharged the fiveral duties of bis, o^ce } iH 
particular he infifis on the folloiving ; 

1 wat 
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Iw3s determined to refpimthe manifold 
conrupttons and abufes, which had crept into 
the churck. 

Firft^ I was tfpecialty fevere in «^{!^in«^ 
lortk dogb from the temple^ all excepting the 
lap-doff of the good wido^ Howttra, a fober 
4log which yelped not, rior was there dfibnc^ 
in his mouth. 

Secondly, I did even praceed to motofeneA^ 
tiiough fore agaiAft my heart, unto poor 
babes, in tearing from them the half-eaten 
apples, which they privily munched at church. 
But verily tt p^itied me, tor I remembered the 
days of my youth. 

Thirdly, with the fweak of my own hands^ 
I did make plain and finooth the do^s-ears^ 
throughout our great bible. 

Fourthly,, the pews and benches, which 
were formerly fwept but once tii three years, 
I canfed every Satur{iay to be fwept with a 
beefom and trmimed. 

Fifthly and laftly, I caufed the Turpi ice to 
Jbe neatly darned, waflied, and laid m frefli 
lavender (yea, and fometimes to be iprinkled 
with rofe-water) and 1 had great laud and 
praife from all the neighbouring clergy, for- 
afmuch as no parifh kept the minifter in 
cleaner linen, 

NotnmiManding tbife bis public cares^ in the 
ik^venth chfipter he informs us^ be did mt neg* 
U£l his ufiuU occupations as a bandj-craftfuuttu 

' Shoes, faith fie, did I make (and, if in- 
ireateil, mend) with good approbation. Faces 

alf<| 
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alfo did I (have, and I clipped the haliir. 
Chiruc^ery alfo I prafiired in the worming of 
dogs ; but to bleed adventured I not, except 
the poor. Upon this my twofold profeffioii 
there pafTed among men a merry tale, delec- 
table enougjh to be rehearfed t how that, bein^ 
overtaken in liquor one Saturday evening, \ 
fhaved the prieft with fpanifii blacking for 
ihoes inftead of a wafh-ball, and -with himp- 
black powdei'ed his peruke. But tfaefe were 
fayingt of men delighting- in their own con-^ 
ceits more than in the trath. For it is well 
known, that great was my fkili in thefe tmj 
crafts 5 yea, I once had the honour of trink^ 
ming Sir 7bomas himfclf withoiU fetching 
blood. Furthermore, I was fought unto to 
geld the lady Frances her fpaniel, which was 
wont to go aftray :. he vrzs caUed.Toby, th^it 
is to fay, Tobias. And, thirdly, I was en- 
trufted with a gorgeous pair of ihoes of the 
faid lady to fet an heelpiece thereon ;• and I 
received fuch praife therefore, that it was (aid 
all over the pariih, I (hould be recommended 
unto the king to mend ihoes for his majefty i 
whom God prefenre ! amen. 

The reft of this chapter I purfc/ely omit, for 
it muft be tnvned, that nvben he Jpeaks at a 
Jboemaker he is <very abfurd. He talks of MofesV 
fulling off his (hoes, of tanning the hides of 
the bulls of Bafan, of Simon the tanner, etc. 
and takes up four or fi^ve pages topro^e, tbat^ 
nuhm the apojiles were i^ftru^ed to travel 

with*- 
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without flioe8> tb§ precept did not extend ta 
tbeir:fiuc^ors* . 

The next relates bonv he difcovered a thief 
•with a bible and keyj and experimented ^erfes 
cf tb^pfalfnSf that bad cured agues. 

Ipafs 9^er many others, nvbicb infirm us of 
partjb affairs ordy^fiub as of the fuec^on of 
curates \ a lift rf the weekly texts j nobat 
pfalms b» cbofe on proper occafions \ and *ivbat 
children ivere born and buried:- the laft of 
njubich articles be concludes thus : 

That the ftiame of women may not endure, 
I fpealc not of baHards ^ neithei: will I name 
the mothers, although thereby I might de* 
light many grave women of the parlfli : even 
her who nad done penance in the fheet wil) 
I not mention, foralmuch as the church hath 
been witnefs of her difgrace : let the father, 
who hath made due compofition with the 
church- wardens to conceal his infirmity, reft 
in oeace; my pen (hall not bewray him, for 
I alfo have fmned. i 

7he next chapter contains nvhat he calls a 
great resolution in the churchy part of which I 
tranfcribe, 

. Now was' the long expe6^ed time arrived, 
when the pfalms of king Dasid fhould be 
hymned unto the fame tunes, to which ho 
played them upon his harp ; (fo was I in- 
formed by my finging-mafter, a man right 
cunning m pfalmody.) Now was our over 

abun- 
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abundant q«aver and thrilling done away^ as^ 
in lieu thereof was inftitut^ the ibl-fa, in 
iiich guife as is funj^ tn his majefty^s chapel. 
We had London finging mailers lent into every 
parifliy like unto excUemen ; and I alfo was 
ordained to adjoin myfelf unto them* though 
an unworthy dtfcipiey in order to inftrudt 
my feUow-parifliioners in this new manner of 
worfliip. What though they accufed me of 
hummin? through the noftrtl as a facbut i 
yet would I not forego that harmony , it 
having been agreed by the worthy pariih- 
clerks of London ftill to preferve the fame. I 
tutored the young men and maidens to tune 
their voices as it were a pfaltery, and the 
church on the Sundaj was filled with thefe 
hew hallelujahs. 

ThtnfoUofw fkU fe^enfy chapters^ eontmn^ 
ing an esfo^ detaU dftbe faw-fuits of the far- 
fok ani bis parijhumers conc&ming tytbes, and 
mar a' huftdnd fages left blank wtb an iamefi 
drfire that tbe hiftory mi^t be compleated by 
any of his fucceflTors, inwhofb time theie 
fuiis Aiould be ended. 

The nB^t contains oH aecbunt of tbt brieft 
read in tBe churcb, andtbefums coifeSled tifon 
gacb, Fo( the reparation of kiine churches, 
colle£led at nine feveral times, %$• and 7V. }• 
For fifty families ruined by Are, t /• \» For 
an inundation, a king CbarUs'j groatj given 
by lady Francts, etc. 
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hr the next be laments the difpfe ^wedding-' 
6rmon&, and relebrates the benefits arifingfioni 
tbtfe at f^nerals^ concludtTtg ivitb tbefe tJUorJs : 
An I let nbt the relations of tlie deceare(t 
gindge the rtnall expence of aa hat-bandy a 
pair of gloves, and ten (hillings, for the fa- 
tisiaftion they are fure to receive from a ct- 
<Nis dtvine, that their father, bi'othev, or b^ 
&nt wife^ aye certainly in heaven. 

§n anotber^ be draws ^ Pahegyru tm ong 
Mrs. Margaret Wilkins, biUt. ^er great ent- 
€9nttutnst cQtt^ludest tb(U, Mfitivttbji/mding alh 
tfie was laA. unprofitable vefl^l, being a barren 
woi&aa, and never once having toniftiedt 
JG&d*9 churck with a cbriftei|ifig» . . . 

Wt find in anotber tbapter, bom; Sf ivof 
jnmcbflaggered in bis beliefs and dUitirhed in bif 
€$nfttence by an Oxford fcbotar^ nvbo bad proved 
» Mm by logic, that animalsi might ha^e ra- 
' tfesialy nay, in^mortal fottls $ bnt bow be ivas 
sgain contorted witb tber^kSinn, that, if fo^ 
&j rai^ be allowed ehriftian burial, and 
greatly augment the fees of the pariilu 

h$ tie two following cbafters be is over^ 
f9wered nvitb *vanitym We are tfAd\ ho*w be 
•nftas confianth admitted to ^Hdl tbi feajls and 
Jkmmmett of tbe iburcb oficeH, and toe jpeeebis 
• Ar ioere made for tbe good if tbi farijb. Ho*u^ 
hgepve bmis tovoang elergymen to preacbi but 
^Aove all betv Be gave a teset for tbe %otb of 
' January, tvMeb occafumed a mofi esceeUentJer* 
-mott^ tu merits of wHcb be takes intirefy to 
- . bimftlf* 
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bimfilfl He gives an account rf a ^mftrenet 
be bad ivitb tbe fvicar concerning the ufe if 
texts. Let a preacher (faith he) confider 
the aiTembly before whom he preacheth, and 
unto them adapt his text. Mscab the gd and 
xith affordeth good matter for courtiers sad 
court-ferving men : ** 7be beads of the land 
«* judge fir reward, and tbe peopU iber^ti 
** ju^ejhr bire, and tbe prof bets thereof 4liwag 
■* for money 5 yet nviil they lean upon tbe Lord, 
** and fay ^ is not tbe lord among us f^ Were 
the firft minifter to appoint a preacher before 
the houfe of commons, would not he be wiie 
to make choice of theft words? ^* gi^e and 
•* it /ball be gitfen unto ye.'' Or before the 
lords, ** giving no offence that the nnnifiry bt 
*• not blamed y % Cor. vi. 3."" Or praifing the 
warnf zcaJ of an adminiftration, ^^ npbo mak- 
,♦* eth bis miniflers a flaming fire , pfal. civ. ^ 
We omit many others of his texts as too te- 
dious. 

From this period theflyle of the book fifes ex* 
treavth. Before the next chapter 'was paJUd 
the effigies of Dr. Sachev^el, and 1 iound tbt 
oppojite page all on a foam ivitb politics* 

. We are fiow X^y* he) arrived at that ce- 
lebrated year, in which the church of Eng^ 
land was tried ih the perfon of Dr. Sacbeverd* 
. I had ever the intereft of our high-church 1^ 
heart, neither would I at any feafon mingle 
myfelf in the focieties of fanatics, whom I 
from my infancy abhorred more than the hea- 
then or gentiltt. It was in thefe days I b^ 

thought 
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thought myfelf, that much profit might ac- 
cine unto our paiifti, and even unto the na- 
tion, could there be aflembled together a num- 
ber of" chofen mca of the right fpirit, who 
might argue, refine, and define, upon high and 
great matters. Unto this purpofe I did infti- 
tute a weekly affembly of divers worthy men 
at the roie and crowri alehoufe, over whom 
myfelf (though unworthy) did prefide. Yea, 
t did read to them the Poft-boy of Mr. Roper, 
and the written letter of Mr. Dyer, upon 
which we communed afterwards among our- 
felves, 

Our'fociety was compofbd of the follow- 
ing perfoRS: Robert Jenkins^ farrier 5 Jmo^ 
Tumrr^ collar ^maker; George Pilcocks^ late 
exctfe*man j Thomas WUtey wheel-wright ; 
and myfelf. Pirft, of the firft, Robert Jen- 
kins. 

He was a man of bright parts and . ihrewd 
conceit, for he never (hoed an horfe of a whig 
ix a fanatic, but he lamed him forely. 

Amos Turner^ a worthj perfon, rightly ef- 
teemcd among us for his fufferingSy in that 
he had been honoured in the docks for wear- 
ing an oaken bough. 

George PiUocks, a fufFerer alfb j of zealous 
and laudable freedom of fpeech, iufomuch 
that his occupation had been taken from him. 

Thomas White of good repute likewife, for 
that his uncle by the mother's fide had for- 
merly been feryitor to Maudling- college^ where 
the glorious Sacheveret yiz.% educated. 

Now 
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Now were the eyes of all tke parifli upon 
vpon thfele our weekly councils. In a (hoit 
fpace the minifter came among tts } he ^aloe 
conceniing us and our councils to a iauUita4e 
of other miniflers at the vifitation, and ihey 
£^ake thereof unto the mimfters at London^ 
io that eveh the blihops heard and marvelleJ 
thereat. Moreover Sir ^Thomas^ member 'of 
parliament, fpake of the fame unto other mem« 
bers of parliament, who fpake thereof unto 
the peers of the realm. Lo! thus .did ouc 
councils enter into the heaits of our generals 
and oiu* lawgivers, and, from henceforth, 
even as we devifed, thus did they. 

After this, tb4 b&ek is .turned en « fiuUem 
from his own life to a hiftory of ail the public 
tnm&i£^i&n9 ^Europe^ compiled from the nrvn^ 
papers of thofe tmes^ I could not con^rehertd 
the meaning of this y till I perceived, at hjl, t» 
my nofmaU ajlomjbment, that all the meajkres 
ef the four lafl years of the qoeen^ together 
*witb the peace at Utrecht, ^whicb havebeeu 
ufftaltjf attributed to the earl of Oxford, dtAe 
^Ormond, /Isr^ Harcoiirt «ii£i Bolsflgbroke^ 
and other great men, do here moft plainly ap» 
pear to ha<ve been ivbolfy otving to Robert Jen • 
kins, Amos Turner, George Pilcocks, Tho« 
mas White, hut abwe all P. P. 

7he reader may he fure I nvas Kfery inqulfi' 
five efter tUs extraordinary writer, whofi 
'VJork jl have here ahfiraSled. I took a journey 
into the country on purpofe 5 hut could not find 
tki k^fi t'f'ace of kirn ; tin by accident I met an 
■' ' X . M 
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McUrgjmaAf nubo fold bi coaU not be pofU 
" iive^ but thought it might hi one Paul Philips, 
njubo bad been dead abitt iwek/eyeari. And, 
iH>on inqutty^ all we could kam of that perfon 
from tie neighbourhood, was, that be bad been 
taken notice of fur fwallowing loachesv and 
remembered hyfome people by a black and white 
cur with one ear, that conft^ntly followed him* 

' ht the ebureb-yard I read his etitapb, futd t§ 
\ be written by hittifelf. 

O reader, if that thou canlft reacT, 
• Look down upon this ftone ; 

Po all we can, death is a man 
That never fpareth nonev 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

I. 

PARTY is the madnefa of manys for the 
gain of a fevr. 

There never was any party, faAion, fe6V, 
or cabal whatfoevcr, in which the moft igno- 
rant were not the moft violent : for a bee is 
not a bufier animal than a block-head. How- 
ever, fuch inftruraents are neceflary to politic 
cians ; and perhaps it may be with ftates as 
with clocks, which muft have fome dead 
weight hanging at them to help and regulate 
the motion of the finer and more ufeful parts. 

III. 

To endeavour to work upon the vulgar with 
fine fenfe, is like attempting to hew blocks 
with a razor. 

IV. 

Fine fenfe and exalted fenfe are not half fo 
ufeful as" common fenle : there are forty men 
of wit for one man of fenfe ; and he that will 
carry nothing about him but gold, will be 
c\:ery day at a lofs for want of readier change. 

V. I^cavn- 
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Xcammg is like mercury, one of the moft 
powerful and excellent things in the world in 
ilplful hands i in unfkilful, the moft mif- 
chievoHS* 

VI. 

The niceft conftitutions of government are 
often like the finelt pieces of clock-work; 
whichj depending on To many motions, are 
therefore more fubjefl to be out of order. 

vir. 

Every man has juft as much vanity, as he 
wants under Handing. 

VIII. 

ModelW, if it were to be recommended for 
nothing eli'e, this ^ere enough, that the pre- 
tending to little leaves a man at eafe, whei'eas 
boafting requires a perpetual labour to appear 
what he is^not. If we hav« fenfe, modefty 
bcft proves it to others ; if we )iave none, it , 
beft hides biir want of it. For, - as biufbing 
will (bmetimes make a whoi-e. pafs for a vir- 
tuous-woman, fo modefty may make a fool 
feem a man of fenfe. 

IX. 

It is not fo much the being ' exempt from 
faults, as the having overcome them, that is 
an advantage to us : it being with the follies 
of the mind as with the weeds of a field, which, 
if defhoyed and con fumed upon the place, of 
P ' their 



ft4* THOUGHTS ai« 

their birth, enrich and improve it morci du& 
if none had ever fprungtherek 

X. 

To pardon thofe abfurdities in otufelves^ 
which we cannot fufFer in others, is neither 
better nor worfe than to be more willing to 
be fools ourfelves, than to have others fo. 

XL 
A man (hould never be a(hamed to •wn ht 
has b^en in the wrong, which is but ikying 
in other words, that he is wifer to-day, than 
he was yefterday. 

xn. 

Our pailions are like convulfion fits, whicfi^ 
tkough they make us ftronger for the time, 
leave us vreaker ever after. 

XIII. 
To be angry is to revenge the fault of 
ethers iipon ourfelves. 

XIV, 
A brave nsaa thinks no one his fuperlor* 
who does him an injurjr, for he has it tnen m 
his power to .make himfelf fuperior te the 
other, by forgiving it. 

XV. 
' To relieve the opprefled is the moft glorioosi. 
tSk a man is capable of; it is in ibme meafurd 
doing- the bu^eft of God and providence^ 

XVI. 
. Supcrftition It the fpleen of the foof . 

' XVII. AthtiAe 
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XVII. 
Atheifts i>ttt on a falie courage and alacri- 
ty in the midft of their darknefs and appre- 
heniiQn$; like children, ^vfao when they go in 
Hbn dark wtU fing for fear. 

XVIU. 

An atheift is buik a mad ridiculous dcrider 
of pietyj but a hypocrite makes a fober jeftof 
GmI and religion. He finds it eafier to be 
"Upon his knees than to rife to do a good ac- 
tion i like an impudent ddbtor, who goes 
every day and talks familiarly to his creditor 
vitliout ever paying what he owa§» 

xnc. 

What Ttdfy fays of war niay be applied 
to disputing j^ it mould be always fo managed 
«s to remember, ihat the only end of it is 
peace : but generally true difputants are like 
true fportlhien, their whde delight is in the 
purfuit ; and a di^utant no more cares for 
tlletrulli, thu the ^rdnian lor the hacc 

. xx: 

The Scripture in time of difputes is like an 
epen town in the time of war» which ferves 
iiidiffeMntly 'the oceafions of both parties | 
each makes vft of it for lite prefbit turn, and 
then oeiigttf it to the next corotr to do the 
ikmo^ 

XXI. 

Such' as are ftill obfer^ng upon others^ are 

]ike thoie who are always abroad at other 

P a mens 
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mens houfesy refonnin|r every thing there> 
while their own run to riim. 

XXII. 
When men grow virtuous in their old-igCi 
they only make a facrifice to God of the der 
virs leavings. 

. . XXIII. 

when we are young,'we are flavifhly cm- 
l^oyed in procuring &mething whereby we 
may live comfortably when we grow old j anc(# 
when we are old, we perdeive it iS too late to 
live as we propofed. 

XXIV. 
People are fcandalifed, if one laughs at 
what they call a ferious. thing. Suppofe I 
were to.have my head cut off to-moiTow, and 
all the world were talking of il to-day^ yet 
why might not 1 laugh to think, what abuf« 
tie is here about niy head ? 

XXV. 

The.greateft advantage I know of being 
thought a wit by the worlds is that it gives 
ope 3ie greater ireedom of playing the fooL 
.XXVL . . , ' 

We ought in humanity no more to dsfnik 
ft man for the misfortunes of the mind than 
for thofe of the bqdy, when they are fuch as 
he cannot help. Were this thoroughly conii- 
dered, we (hould no more laugh at one for 
having his brains cracked than for haying his 
h«ad broke. 

/ 3£XVII. A 
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xxvu; 

A man of %Ht k tiot iocipftble of bulbiH*s, 
hvt «b(yre it. A forirhtW generou& horfe is 
able to carry a paok»M<ll« u v^ell as an a&, 
bat he is too good to be pot to the drudgery. 

XXVIH. 
Whereirer I fiaid a great 4cd €f gratitude 
ui a poor Qttan, I take it for grant^, tiiere 
ntoald beaasuicb gooerofity if he were a rich 



Tlowera b^ rhetoric in fermons and ferioua 
difcouHes are like the blue and ved flowov ia 
corny pleafing to thofe who come only^M-a- 
muiementy but prejudicial to himwhow6uld 
reap the profit. 

XXX. 
When two people compliment each other 
with die choice of wnj thine, each of them 
l^enerally gets that which he Gke$ leaft. 
XXXI. 
He vdio tells a lye, is notienfible how fpntat 
a tafk he undertakes, for he muft beforeed t9 
invent twenty more to maintain that one. 

XXXIL 
Giving advioe is many ttmes only the|uivi- 
lege of faying a foolifli thing one^s felf» un* 
der pretence of hindering another from doing 

one. 

p 3 xxxni. ft 
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xxxin. 

It if with followers at coait^ as with fol- 
lowers on the roady w)io firft beipatter thoftf 
that go bef9re> and then tread on their heels < 

xxxnr. 

Falfe happincfs is like folie money, it pafles 
for a time m well as the true^ andiferveslbme 
ordinary occasions : bttt» when it is brought 
to the touchy we find tht lightoefs and ailay^ 
and feel the lofs. 

XXXV; 

Daftirdly men are like forry horfes, who 
tiave but juft fpirits and mettle enough |o bt 
mifchievous. 
1 • XXXVI. 

~Some people will never learn anything, fof 
this realon, becaufe they underftand every 
thing too foon. 

., XXXVII. 

A perfon who is too nice an obferver of 
the bufmefs of the crowd, like one who is too 
curious in obferving the labour of the bees, 
.will often be ftung for his curiofity. 
XXXVIII. 

A man of bufmefs may talk of philofophy, 
a man who has none may pra6^ife it; 

XXXIX. 

There are fome folitary wretches, who (cend 
to have left the reft of nankind only as Eve 
left 4^lami to meet the devil in private. • 

XL. The 
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The' vanity of hufnaa life.i's like ativer 
conftanfly pai£ng away, . ai^d yet > conilantly 
' coming on. ' > 

XLI. ' 

^ X ftldom fee a noble buildingi or any gteat 
piece of magnificence and pqmp^ but I think, 
now little is all this to fatisfy.the ambition, or 
to fill the idea, of an inamortal foul ? 

. XLII. 
It is a certaiil truth, that a man is never Co 
eafy orib little impoTed upoif). as among peo- 
.pie of the beft fenre : it coils tar more trouble 
to be admitted or.>continued in ill company than 
in good ) as the former have lefs underftand- 
ing^'o be employed, fo they have more vanity 
to be pleafed ; and to keep a fool conftantly 
in good humour with himlelf and with others, 
is no veiy cafy taflc« 

XLIII. 
The difference between what is commonly 
called ordinary company and good company, 
is only hearing the fame things faid in a litue 
room or in a hrge falooo, at fmall tables or at 
great tables, before two candles or twenty 
Konces* 

XtIV, 
It is with narrow-fouled people as with nar* 
row-necked bottles : the lefs they have in 
themi the more noife they make inpouiing it 
<ftit. 

XLV. Many 
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XLV. 
Many men liave been cApable of dOing m 
wife thtngy more a onmiing Cbkig, Imt very 
few a generout thing. 

XLVI. 
Since it is reafonableto davLl/t moft diings, 
yre (hould mc^ of all doubtthatreafon'of ours 
vhicli wovld demonftrate all things. 

XJLVil. 
To buy booksy aJs fome 4o who make no 
ufe of them, only becaufelhey wcrcpubliftied 
by an eminent printer ; is much as if a man 
ihould buy clpaths that did not fit him, only 
"becaufc Hiey were made by feme famous tay- 

XLVIII. 
• It is as effenfive to fpeak wit in afool^ 
company, as it would be- ill manners to whi^ 
per m it ; he is difijleafed at both for the 
fame rea(bn> b^caufe he is ignorant of what is 

XLIX. 
Falfe critics rail at falfe wits, as xiuacks 
and'impoftors are ftill cautioning us to bcwai^ 
of counterfeits, and decry others cheats only 
%o make more way for their own. 
, t. 

' Old men, for the moft part, are like old 
chronicle*, that give you dull, but true ac» 

countt 
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counts of times paft, aiid are worth knowing 
only on that fcore. 

Lt. 

^here (hould be, methlnks, as little merit 
' in loving a woman for her beauty, as in lov- 
' itig a man for his profperity i both being e- 
(|Ually .fujb^eft to change. 

We (h6uld manage our thoughts In compd- 
• fing any work, a:s (hepherds do their flowers 
in making a garland j firft feleft the chcjceft, 
and then difpofe them in the moft proper plai- 
ces, where they give a luftre to each other. 

Lin. 

As haiidfome children ^reiAQrp adiihonovc 
to a deformed father th^n ugly ones, becaufe 
unlike .hin!»relf; (b goodthqughts, owne4 by 
«a plagiary, btitig him more ibam^ than his 
ov^^n m bn^s. When a poor thief appears 2h 
rich garments, we immediately know they 
are none of his own. 

LIV. 
liuman brutes, like other b^afts^ findfiiares 
and poi(bn ih the provifions of hfe, and ate 
allttred by their appetites to their deftru6lion. 

LV.' . ' 

The moft pofitive men are the moft credu- 
lous i fince they, moft believe themfelves, and 
adyire moft with the falfcft flatterer, and worft 
. enemy, their ©wn fclf -love, 
/ LVI. Get 
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LVI. 
Get your enemiet to read your woiks ia 
order to mend theniy for your friend it io 
much your fecend-felf^ tkat he will judge too 
sjihe you, 

hVlh 
Women . ufo lovers as they do cards { they 
play with them a Mrtiiky and, when they have 
got all they can hy tton, throw them away. 
<all for new <me«, and then perhaps loft liy 
^he new ^Hies all they get by ^ old once. 

Lvm. 

Honour ^n a woman^s mouth, like an oaO| 
in the mouth of a ]^amefter, is ever iUll moft 
vied a» Ihejy tnidi is moft queftioned. 

Vfonuuit «8 they w like liddles in being 
nnint;eUigihkj (b gienerally refemble them In 
this, that they pleaf^ us no longer when once 
vre know them. 

A nian who admires a ine wpm^Uj has yet 

' jio more reaibn tq wlfli himfelf her bulbandy 

than one who a4mired tlje hejherian fruit 

would have had to wlQi himfelr the dragon 

that kept it. 

XXI, 

He who marries a wife, becaute he eannbt' 
always live chaftly, is much like a man, wiio 
finding a few humours in his body reaves to 
yrtdX a perpetual blifter^ < 
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LXII; 

Married people^ fpr being fi> clo&ly united, 
are bat the apter to part $ as knot$» the harder 
they are pulled^ break the foonen 

Lxin. 

A famrly is but too often a coinmon-weahh 
of malignants i . what we cail the tharitiet and 
ties of affinity, prove but £o many feparate 
and clafhing intereftst the Ton Wifhes the 
death of the father 5 the younger brother that 
of the elder; the elder repines atthefifter^ 
portions ; when any of them marry, there art 
hew divifions, and new animofities. It U 
but natural and reafohable to expe£^ all th^» 
and yet we fancy no con^fort but in a family. 

LXIV. 

Authors in France feidom fpeak ill of each 

other, but when thev have a perfonal pique ^ 

authors in England feidom fpeak well of eaoh 

. tothcr, but when they have a perfonal friend- 

fliip. 

LXV. 

There is nothing wanting to make all rati- 
onal and difinterefted people in the world of 
oiie religion, but that tkty fhould talk toge- 
ther every day. 

LXVI. 

Men are grateful, i^ the f^me degi-oe that 
they are refentful. 

tXVJI. Th« 



ft3» .THOUGHTS on 

LXVII. 
The longer wc live, the more we i}iaU be 
convinced, that it is leafonable to love God, 
and defpife man> as far as we know either. 

LXvra. 

That character in converfation which com- 
xnonly paffes for agreeable, is made up of ci- 
vility and falftiood. 

LXIX..' 

A Oiort anc{ fcrtain way to pbtaiji the cha-. 
rafter of a reafonable and wife man^ is, when- 
ever any one tells you his opinion, to cqmply 
v/\th it. 

LXX. . 

What Ts generally accepted as virtue in wo- 
men, is very diflPerent from what is thought 
fb in men : a very good woman would nakc 
but a paltry man. . ^ 

tXXI. . . . 

Some people are recommended for a giddy- 
kind of good humour, which is as much a 
virtue as drunkennefs. 

Lxxn. 

Thofe people onlv will condantly trouble 
vou with doing little offices for tliem, .who 
ieaft defcrve you ihoulddathem any, 

LXXIII. . 
■yVe are fometimes apt ' to wonder to fee- 
thofe people proud, who have done the mean - 
^tX filings i whereas a conlcioufneOi of having 

done 
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ddnt p«0r things* aad a 4haxBe of heating uf 
rhem, oi'ten make tfie coinpodtion we cili 
pride. 

LXXIV. 
An exculb is worfe and more tenible than 
a lye : for an excufe is a lye guarded. 

iXXV. 

^ Praife is like ambergrife : a little whiff of 
if» and by fnatches, is very agreeable ; but, 
wheji a man holds a whole lump of it to your 
hofcy itisatfnk, and ftrikes you down. 

LXXVI. 

The general cry is againft ingratitude; bilt 
Aire the complaint is nnf-pUcedv it fhould be 
againft vanity. None but dire6l villains *ar^ 
capable of wilful ipgratitude \ but almoft 
every body is capable pf thinking he hath 
done more than another defervec, - whiio the 
other thinks he hath received leTs than he.de* 
ferves. 

LXXVII. 

I never knew any man in my iife, whQ 
could not bear another^s misfortunes perfedU/ 
like a ChrifUan. 

LXXVIII. 
Several explanations of cafuiftSi to muTtu 
ply the catalop^e of fms^ m^ij be called amend*' 
n$ettts to . the fencommandmehtf. , 

LXXIX. 

It is bbfervable that the ladies frequent 

tragedies more than comedies; the reafon 

may be, that in tragedy their ^x is deified 

Q^ and 
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and adored, in comedy expofed and ri£-» 

culed. . ' 

LXXX. 
The chara^ler of covetopfnefs is what a man 
generally acquires, more through Tome nig- 
gardlineTs, or 11) grace» in little s^nd incqofit* 
dcrable things, thai\ in e^ppences of any con- 
<eque»cte. . A very few pounds a year wQi^ld 
<alc that man of the fcandal of avsuiqc, 

LXXXI. 
Some nie?\> wit i? lik^e 9 dark lanthor^ 
which ferves their own turn, and guides 
them their own way : hiit is* never k^gwn 
(according to ^e lcrij|ttire phrafc) either tp 
Ikine forth befpirc ?neji^ or to glorify t^eir fa- 

It often h*H>en8 th»t thole are the b^ pcq- 
xA^ whoi^ ctor?4^* ^^v^ ^^^ ^^^ iixjujf^d 
fev'ftanderers, as we ufually find that tp b? 
the fweeteft fruit which the birds have beea 
Ip^oWpg^t. 



The people all i-unning to th,? capital ci^ if 
like a confluence gf . s)l th^ animal fpirits to 
jtic lujar^i nfywfetom that the confl;itutioj| is 

^•^^^^'* LiXXIV. 

The wonder *^e often expre& at ouf iiejgfi^ 
bours keeping dull conlpj^y, would lei&a. 
if we re'fleaed, that moil people (eiek €bm{>a- 
iiions lefs to b« talked to, tbaa *o talk. 
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LXXXV. 

Anrafemen^ it the happintfs yf tlM>fe^^at 
cannot think* 

LXXXVt. 

iievtt ftay dititiibr for a clefgyifian^' wlib Vs 
tb mik» i fftdrhin^ vifit e'er lie comes ; fo^ 
he will think it his duty t6 dine with any 
greater nMUi that afks hitii. 

■•■'«• '• lx!xXVjr/ • ■ ■ . 

' A ebticehiiid ni^ is like & good t^hnh- 
*layfer, vvho Jd^^et fktigufel and tonfotiri(!^ 
lilttitAf^hh rtiilniftg dC^rDiUy aftei* the bill» 
but ftays till it comes to him. 

. Lxxxvin. 

. Two things are equally, ^ns^countable ta 
reafonj and not the 0DJe6l of reafoDing 3 the 
wifdom i>f God, add the madfteis of roan. . 

LXXXIX. 

Many men, prejudiced ekrly in dif-favou^ 
of mankind by bad 'ra^kims, never aim at 
^kilig ftiendfhi^; and, while ihey only 
think of avoiding the evil, mils of the good 
that would meet them. They begin the world 
Imave^i forjprevention, whiie others only end 
tbi tSttt difappoihtfflent. 

xc. r ^ 1 

' Ko woman eveS* hates k maii for being lii 
love with her 5 but niany a woman hates i 
laan for being a friend to ner» 

♦^* ■ Qjt XCL 
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, XCI. 
The eye of % critic is often like a micro- 
fcope» made fo very fine and nice, that it 
difcoYcrs the atoms^ grains, and minuteft 
particles, without ever comprehending the 
whole, comparing the parts, or feeing all at 
once the harmony. 

JCCII. 

A king may b& a tool, a thing of fti-aw j 
but if he fervet to frighten our enemief , and 
fcciire our property, it is well enough : a 
fcare-crow is a thing of ^aw, but it protc£it 
lihe com. 

XCIII. , 

The greateft things and* the moftpxaiTe- 
woithy, that can bt done for the public good, 
arc not what require gfeat parts, but great 
honefty $ therefore for a king to make an a^ 
mtable chara6^er he needs only to be a man of 
common honefty well advifed. 
XCIV. 

Notwithftandiog the common complaint of 
the knavery of men in power, I have known 
no git;at minift^rs or men of parts in bufi^e;!^ 
fo witked as. theiHnferiors $ their ienfe and 
knowledge preferve them front a hundre4 
common rogueries, and, when they become 
bad, it is generallv ' more from the nectfl^ty 
of their iltuation^ than from a natural bent 
to evil. 
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XCV. 

Whateirer may be (aid agiinft a premiere 
•r fole minifter, the eril of fuch an one, in 
an abfolute government, may not be greats 
for it is poiuble>. tbat almon any minifter 
may be a better man than a king born and 
bred. 

XCVI. 
A man coming to the water-ftde ii fur- 
rounded by all the crew i every one it offici- 
ous,. 'Wery one making applications, every 
one offeri)ig his fervices} the whole buftle of 
the )^lace ittnu, to be only for him. The 
fame gian gpmg from thewaterfide, no noife 
mde attout him, no creature takes notice of 
him, air let him pafe with utter ncf^left ! the 
pi^ure of a miniser when becomes mto pow* 
cr^ and when he goes out. 
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